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The College Board and The Education 
Conservancy teamed up to create a 
new college guidance website.  
 
     The work incorporates input, advice, and best practices from     
     counselors and educators, and is guided by an Advisory Board of  
     secondary and higher education professionals. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Approach 
 

 
Student-centered 

and authentic 
 

Educationally driven 
and focused on 

mission 

Innovative and 
engaging 

What do students need and want? 

Where are the students? 

What format and content will engage students? 



What we heard and learned  



 

 

 

 

 

Most kids start with a desire to 
go to college. But not enough 
are making it or making it to 
colleges where they will be 

successful.   

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

They have obstacles they need 
help overcoming – real  

and perceived.  

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

“I can’t 
afford 

college.” 

“I’m doing it on 
my own.” 

“I don’t think I 
can leave home.” 

“It’s overwhelming, 
I’m freaking out.” 

“I don’t know 
where to start.” 

“I’m not college 
material.” 

“If I don’t get into 
the best college 

I’m a failure.” 

“It’s too 
late.  

I blew it.” 

They have obstacles they need 
help overcoming – real  

and perceived.  

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

We need to engage kids. 
Websites need to engage 

students in the first 5 seconds  
of an online experience.  

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

Students often don’t know  
where to start the process. 

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

We need to meet kids  
where they are and then help 

them move forward,  
step-by-step.  

  Learning: 



Low-income 
and minority 
students use 
social more 

Where are kids? Online. 

* From the TRU, PEW, Project Tomorrow 

99% of teens use the 
Web regularly 

YouTube is 2nd only to 
Facebook in teen  

media usage 

50%+ use 
Facebook daily  

compulsively 

73% use social 
networking sites 



 

 

 

 

 

Students are hungry for advice -- 
from other students, particularly 
from college students like them 

who have faced similar 
challenges. 

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

Students want and  
need simple,  

relevant information. 

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

Even the most sophisticated 
students aren’t making 

informed college choices.  

  Learning: 



 

 

 

 

 

Despite all this planning and 
anxiety, college is exciting to 

students. It’s about having new 
experiences, meeting people, 
pursuing an interest. We need 

to help kids focus on that 
excitement.  

  Learning: 



The Opportunity 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet students where they are and guide  
them on their journey to college and their big 

future. Encourage planning, self-reflection,  
and informed decision-making  critical  
to achieving opportunities and success.  

 

Inspiration • Guidance • Practical Support 
  



 

 

 

 

 

The New College Guidance Website: 
 

A comprehensive and innovative resource that empowers all 

students to aspire to college, explore who they are, and find 

and succeed in a college that’s best for them.  
 

It has a strong focus on meeting the needs of  underserved  and 
low-resourced students. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The New College Guidance Website: 
 

A comprehensive and innovative resource that empowers all 

students to aspire to college, explore who they are, and find 

and succeed in a college that’s best for them.  
 

It has a strong focus on meeting the needs of  underserved  and 
low-resourced students. 

 

YouCanGo! 
Inspiration and practical 
support for underserved,  
lower-resourced students 

BigFuture 
Comprehensive college 

planning and guidance for 
all students 



The New College Planning Sites 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Goals: 
 

• Quickly alleviate 
obstacles 
 

• Show students they’re 
not alone 
 

• Show students that 
they have college 
options 
 

• Encourage students to 
take a step  
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The full site replaces the College 
Board’s current online college 
planning content and tools – 

including College Search.  
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• Inspiration 

• Simple guidance 

• Practical Support 

• Great Place to Start 

• Simple, short college plans 

• Target: lower-resourced students 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Step-by-step guide to college 

• Comprehensive guidance 

• Many ways to get started 

• Many ways to search for college 

• Customizable college plans 

• Target: All students 

 



A Counselor’s Perspective 



Discussion 



thank you!  
 

Please continue to be part of the 
conversation and collaboration.  

facebook.com/mybigfuture 

@MyBigFuture 

youtube.com/bigfuture 

Follow us on: 


