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The College Board and The Education
Conservancy teamed up to create a
new college guidance website.

counselors and educators, and is guided by an Advisory Board of

I The work incorporates input, advice, and best practices from
secondary and higher education professionals.
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Our Approach

Educationally driven
and focused on
mission

Student-centered
and authentic

Innovative and
engaging

What do students need and want?
Where are the students?

What format and content will engage students?
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What we heard and learned



Learning:

Most kids start with a desire to
go to college. But not enough

are making it or making it to
colleges where they will be
successful.
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Learning:

They have obstacles they need

help overcoming — real
and perceived.
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“I’'m not college “It’s overwhelming,

material.” I’'m freaking out.”
“I'm doing it on
Learning: my own.”
. They have obstacles they need
It’s too :
help overcoming — real “ )
ate. d perceived | can't
an :
| blew it.” P afford
college.”

“I don’t know :
“ ) : “If | don’t get into
I don’t think | where to start.” 5

can leave home.” the best college
I’'m a failure.”
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Learning:

We need to engage kids.

Websites need to engage
students in the first 5 seconds
of an online experience.
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Learning:

Students often don’t know
where to start the process.
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Learning:

We need to meet kids
where they are and then help
them move forward,
step-by-step.
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Where are kids? Online.

99% of teens use the

Web regularly 73% use social

networking sites

50%+ use
Facebook daily —
compulsively

Low-income
and minority

students use
social more
YouTube is 2" only to
Facebook in teen
media usage

* From the TRU, PEW, Project Tomorrow



Learning:

Students are hungry for advice --
from other students, particularly

from college students like them
who have faced similar
challenges.
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Learning:

Students want and
need simple,
relevant information.
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Learning:

Even the most sophisticated

students aren’t making
informed college choices.
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Learning:

Despite all this planning and
anxiety, college is exciting to
students. It's about having new
experiences, meeting people,
pursuing an interest. We need

to help kids focus on that
excitement.
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The Opportunity



Meet students where they are and guide
them on their journey to college and their big
future. Encourage planning, self-reflection,
and informed decision-making — critical
to achieving opportunities and success.

Inspiration . Guidance . Practical Support
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The New College Guidance Website:

A comprehensive and innovative resource that empowers all
students to aspire to college, explore who they are, and find
and succeed in a college that’s best for them.

It has a strong focus on meeting the needs of underserved and
low-resourced students.

The Native American Student Advocacy Institute



The New College Guidance Website:

A comprehensive and innovative resource that empowers all
students to aspire to college, explore who they are, and find
and succeed in a college that’s best for them.

It has a strong focus on meeting the needs of underserved and
low-resourced students.

YouCanGo! BigFuture

Inspiration and practical Comprehensive college
support for underserved, planning and guidance for

lower-resourced students all students
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The New College Planning Sites



YouCanGo'

by The College Board
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by The College Board

YOUC&“GOF Stories Bbioilggre\s “Colleges  Steps ~ Pledge

Graduate high school and
you have college options.

See how many >
Hint: It's more than you think!

-




13 YouCanGo!" sicries~ Gptions Colieges  Steps ~ Pledge

by The College Board

-

Goals:

* Quickly alleviate
obstacles

* Show students they’re
not alone

* Show students that
they have college
options 2 1 WY

* Encourage students
take a step

to, -

Ry View video transcript

THESE SRDENTS THOUGHT THEY COULINT

GOTO COLLEGE.. IO = § <N $




future-

by The College Board

big
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The full site replaces the College
Board’s current online college
_ planning content and tools —
s | including College Search.
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FOR STUDENTS | FOR PARENTS | FOR PROFESSIONALS About Us | Store | Help | En Espaiiol ol L el

COCollageBoard or Students

College professors wouldn't
require you to write essays.

SAT

College Board Tests Plan for College

SATE, Subject Tests My Cellege QuickStart™ College Search Application Calendar Schelarship Search
PSAT/NMSQT® Seniors, Junicrs Compare Colleges College Essays CS55/PROFILEE
APE, CLEPE Sophomores Careerzs and Majors Ceollege Guide Education Loans

P —— SAT and Subject Tests Quick Links College Search

= Register far the SAT = SAT and Subject Test

Creste = fres = Sign Up ) Dates Search by college name:
account. = SAT Test Preparation
. B o Find a Test Center for I =
» SAT Subject Tests™ SAT ar Subject Tests
User Mame: Preparation
— | Search location
Password: = The Official SAT Get & Send Scores majurs,hcvust, and ;nure:
. Question of the Day™ = Score Choice™ )
= Sign In Find your match | =

Forgot vour user name?
Forgot vour password?

= Have You Tried Today's SAT Question?

Try today's guestion and see how yvou do. Save and D Choose the
track your results with a free account at The Official SAT
Question of the Day.

GET

= College Search

Find yvour college match. Get the latest information on Take the

more than 3,800 colleges and universities. Schalarship
Get Ready for the SAT out of
Prepare for the SAT with the only SAT paying for
practice materials created by the test College $28.99
maker. Affordable, comprehensive = order nowl

preparation for online or offline study.

Maore great products

Site Map | Contact Us | About Us | Press | Careers | Link Te Us | Compliance | Terms Of Use | Privacy Policy

QY TRUSTe




College Search

College MatchMalkeer

College QuickFinder
| =l

My College Search

My College List

My Saved Searches

E My Recently Viewed

Al Akbhsvwayn U Add to List

Albany SU Add to List
Dickinson C Add o List
Full Sail U Add to List

Penn State U Add o List
Park

Ses More...

My Organizer

Sign in te make a college list
or to save a search:

User Name:

FPassword:

= Sign In

Forgot your user name?
Forgot wour password?

Create a free
account.

= Sign Up

Home = Find & College = College Search = MatchMaker = Feedback = Help

(i College MatchMaker

Type of Location Majors Cost &

Admissions |Sports & |Housing & |Specialized
School Financial Aid

Activities Programs Options

3924 Colleges

Salacted criteria: No criteriz selectad

What's Important to You?

= | See Results x| Submit & Continue

Type of School

Four Year vs. Two Year |?

Maos=t four-yvear colleges allow you ta earn a bachelor's degree. At two-vear colleges, vou

garn an associate's degree. In many cases, you can begin yvour college education at a two-
yvear school and then transfer to a four-year school.

[ Four-year college
[ Two-year college
[+ Mo preference

Public vs. Private [?

Both public and private colleges can offer prestige and apportunities, and both vary in size.
Eecause public colleges receive much of their funding from =state and local government,
they may be less expensive, particularly for in-state residents. However, both public and
private colleges also offer financial assistance from various sources.

= Fublic
™ Private

{* No preference

Size ?
The number of undergraduates enrolled at a college can have a big impact on vour overall
experience. It affectz almost every aspect, from the range of majors available to the




College Search

College MatchMalker

College QuickFinder
| =

My College Search

My College List

My Saved Searches

E My Recently Viewed

Al Akhawayn U Add to List

Albany SU Add to List
Full 5=il U Add to List
MNew York U Add to List

FPenn State U Add to List
Park

See More...

My Organizer

Sign in to make a cellege list
or to save & search:

User Name:

Password:

=1 Sign In

Forgot vour user name?
Forgeot yvour password?

Create a free = Sign Up
account.

More to Explore

Students who viewed

Dickinson College al=o
T I

Home = Find a College = College Search

Find a College

Dickinson College
Carlisle, Pennsylvania
College Board code: 2186

@ © QX

Add te List . Coempare . Find Similar

wAt a Glance F Admission
FDeadlines FSATE, APE,
CLEP®

Main Address

PO Box 1773

Carlizle, P& 17013-2896
(717) 243-5121
www.dickinson.edu

Type of School
Frivate

Liberal Arts College
Four-year

Coed

Percent applicants admitted: 429

Regionally Accredited

Middle States f=z=ociation of Colleges and

Zchools
College Board member

Setting
Suburban =etting

Large town (10,000 - 49,993)
Re=sidential campus

- Profile = Feedback = Help

Back to Results

Frint Full Frofile &=

® @

Apply FRequest Info | Send te 2 Friend =1

pCost & Financial | p Academics & pSports

Support
FMajors FHousing & FInternational
Campus Life Students

Admission Office

PO Box 1773

Carlizle, P& 17013-2898

(717) 245-1231

(800) 644-1773

Fax: (717) 245-1442
admit@dickinson.edu

Contact: Stephanie Balmer

WP for Enrollment, Marketing and
Communications and Dean of Admissions

Calendar: Semester

Degrees offered:
* Bachelor's

Size

Total undergrads: 2,397

Firzt-time degree-zeeking freshmen: &52
Degree-zeeking undergrads: 2,358




[Search by Keyword

o8

{ _CollegeBoard for Student:

Apply to College Homa - Agoly to Coliege » The Asglication

Tips for Finding Your College Match
Characteristics You Should Consider

pplication »

= ~ Finding 3 9ood fit is the factor most important to your
he Lettars Are In » college success. What's the best way to find colleges
that match your academic and personal inter

Tools

First, identify your priorities. Next, research
characteristics of a range of colleges. Final IN, mzt:h
these up. Here are some college characteristics to
Hore T consider.

[Seiect One. -

Type of College
Colleges are generally either two-year or four-year. At
My Organizer . SignUp two-y vea;ucolleqes, YOU can eam an associate degree.
s At most four-year colleges, you can eam a bachelor's

Aiar M Colleges are also categorized as either public or ¥
anves private. Public and private colleges vary in size and S 'The Prapralassionst
avaiable resources. Public colleges are funded by state - LT

prices for students who live in their state. That mean: 3 Campus Location
that the ones in your state may be more affordable 'or 3 Why Visit Colleges?
you. Remember, though, that both public and private PR

colleges offer financial aid from various sources. o

5 Justice and Law Maj

Size
The number of undergraduates at a (oll;%n can have 3

big impact on your expenence thera. It e tadicine

* Range of majors offered 3 Types of Colleges
* Extracummcular possibilities
The College
* Amount of personal attention you'll receive
APPLICATION
* Variety of academic faciities, including labs, kbraries
and art studios

When looking 3t 3 college’s size, be sure to consider

more than just the total number 01 students attending. For example, if vw choose a
small academic program within a large college, your experience might be very mu

lke attending a small college. lmunqau not just the number of faculty mumb&fl, but
also how accessible they are to students.

Location

Do you want to visit home often, or do you see this as a time to experience a new
part of the country? Perhaps you like an urban environment with access to museums,
ethnic food and major league ball games. Or mlybt you hope for easy access to the
outdoors and the serenty of 3 small town. Think about where you would be the most

Majors
1t vou know what vou wank to studr,look into the reputations of acader
artmants n that sublect. Rasearching anlie 1 & good start. If you can talk with

Deople who work i that ﬁdd, that s even betta

1f you're undecided, pick an academically balanced institution that offers a range of
\ajors and programs. Most colleges offer advising to help you find 3 focus.

Cost and Financial Aid

Today's college price tag makes cost an important consideration for most students.

That said, keep in mind that amost every college works with its financial aid office to

make sure that academically qualified students can attend.

Campus Life
Think about what your college life will be ike beyond the classroom. Am for a balance
between academics, activibes and social life.

Sports and Activities
Most students pursue interests other than academics while they are at college. You

levision station. Make
activity you're passionate about is available at the colleges you're considerng.

Housing and Programs

Often, part of the college experience is living as part of a community. Consider
whether you want to live on campus, and whether joining a fratemity or sorority is
important to you.

When considering academics, look for special programs and pick a college that offers
many possibilibes, such as study abroad or work-study.

Diversity

Consider what you -w: gain from living and leaming among students with diverse
Backorounds. Think about the ethnic, racial and regrous diversiy of the students 23 2
means of learning more about the world. Investigate what kinds of stu

organizations, or ather groups with ethnic or rekgious foundations, are active and
visible on campus to get an idea of what it might be like.

Another option is a single-sex college. There are colleges specifically for men and
others specifically for women throughout the country. You might want to consider one
of these if you fesl that you would thrive in 3 same-sex environment.

Your Ideal Campus
What make:

campus 3 place you can feel at home? To help you figure it out, think
about the answers t these Questons:

* What extracurricular activities and athietics are available?
* Does the community around the college offer interesting outiets for students?
» Are students wekomed by the community?
* How do fraternities and sororities influence campus ife?
* Is housing guaranteed?
* How are dorms assigned?
= What ethnic, religious, and special-interest organizations are on campus?
Admission Criteria
You should consider what the colleges you are interested in require for admission. Do
you wank to atend 3 coliege thak acceotsthe majory o ks sookcants of ot that
accepts just 3 small percentage? Some colleges require 3 minimum oint
average (Ga), whil others are more flxible.Find out  the colleges that 2 are 3 good
& for you require admesion tests, such a8 the SATE. You may also wark 0 know €
you Qn qe( advanced credit or placement for AB® and CLEP* ex
Retention and Graduation Rates
One of the best ways to judoe 3 cobege's qualty and the satistacion of s stud
26 fnd ut the percentae of Students who fetum aRter thé st yeor (called the
retention rl(l) and the percentage of entering students who stay until graduation.
Good retention and graduation rates are 3 sign that the college has good academic,
social and financial support systems for students.
nna Colleges

0 research two-year and four-year colleges and find the
Draciame Uhat et Yo mebds.

Browse colleges with our College A-to-7 listings or search for

St ls | Contact Us | Abost Us | Press | Caresrs | Link To Us | Complance | Terms Of Use | Privacy Poicy .m
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blgfuture Get Started+ FindCollegesv ExploreCareersv PayforColleger Getilnv MakeaF

It's okay to change
your plans even if it

means changing
your major.

Monica realized the major she
started college with wasn’t right
for her. By staying flexible, she

opened the door to new
opportunities.

Watch »

Meet Monica »

« 8
pay for college make a plan

How much federal financial aid is out there to help Get a free step-by-step college plan. Just

_ Go students pay for college? Take a guess. answer a few simple guestions.
—:,53 What grade are you in?
® Sth or lower @ Sth

$1ibillion ® 10t
@iith @iz @HS grad

Search by location, major —
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)4 YouCanGo! bigfuture“.

by The College Board by The College Board

YouCanGo!
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THESE STUDENTS THOUGHT THEY COULON T

bOTO COLLEGE...

 Inspiration « Step-by-step guide to college

« Simple guidance « Comprehensive guidance

* Practical Support « Many ways to get started

* Great Place to Start « Many ways to search for college
« Simple, short college plans « Customizable college plans

« Target: lower-resourced students » Target: All students
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A Counselor’s Perspective

Emily Ferguson-Steger
Minority Admissions Counselor
The University of Montana



Discussion



thank you!

Please continue to be part of the
conversation and collaboration.

Follow us on: Facebook facebook.com/mybigfuture
B Twitter @MyBigFuture

YouTube youtube.com/bigfuture



