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About the Data
Because reliable demographic data for nonpublic schools 
are not available for all states, this report represents 
public school students only. Additionally, this report 
looks at students’ entire experience with AP® — tracking 
exams taken by graduates throughout their high school 
careers — as opposed to reporting exam results from  
a particular calendar year.

Additional data are available at apreport.collegeboard.org.  

http://apreport.collegeboard.org
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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32.5%

18.4%

14.6%

These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Art History

67% 

33%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Biology
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Calculus AB
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51%
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Calculus BC
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Chinese Language  
and Culture

Standard Group*

Total Group

Note: This exam was first offered in May 2007.

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.
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Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012

0.4
  A

5.7 C

4.3
 F

1.0
 G

14.8 B

10.0 D

63.7 E

A American Indian/
 Alaska Native 
B Asian/Asian American/
  Pacific Islander 

C Black/African American
D Hispanic/Latino
E White
F Other
G No Response

Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

	 Taken by graduates during high school 
	 Taken by graduates during high school scoring 3+

The 9th Annual AP Report to the Nation  |  Subject Supplement

9th 10th 11th 12th
0

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

0.1%

9.2%

19.2%

71.5%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f A
P 

Ex
am

 T
ak

er
s

Grade Level

5

4

3

2

1

2012

2,497

3,157

2,705

3,079

2,749

17.6%

22.3%

19.1%

21.7%

19.4%

2011

2,189

2,757

2,680

2,755

2,641

16.8%

21.2%

20.6%

21.2%

20.3%

2007

1,536

1,956

2,510

2,577

2,081

14.4%

18.3%

23.5%

24.2%

19.5%

2002

1,230

1,115

2,848

1,869

1,336

14.6%

13.3%

33.9%

22.3%

15.9%

These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

English Language  
and Composition

62% 

38%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Environmental Science
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45%
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

European History
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47%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

French Language  
and Culture

Standard Group*

Total Group

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.

69% 

31%
Male

Female

Gender

Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012

5.0 D

6.4 B

1.9 C

3.7
 F

1.1
 G

81.8 E

0.2 A
A American Indian/
 Alaska Native 
B Asian/Asian American/
  Pacific Islander 

C Black/African American
D Hispanic/Latino
E White
F Other
G No Response

	 Taken by graduates during high school 
	 Taken by graduates during high school scoring 3+

The 9th Annual AP Report to the Nation  |  Subject Supplement

9th 10th 11th 12th
0

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

1.4%
4.8%

19.1%

74.7%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f A
P 

Ex
am

 T
ak

er
s

Grade Level

2002 2007 2011 2012
0

600

1200

1800

2400

3000

3600

4200

4800

3,126

1,874

4,117 4,144
3,877

2,586 2,558
2,881

N
um

be
r o

f A
P 

Ex
am

s

Graduating Class

5

4

3

2

1

2012

777

934

1,170

644

352

20.0%

24.1%

30.2%

16.6%

9.1%

2011

707

804

1,047

898

688

17.1%

19.4%

25.3%

21.7%

16.6%

2007

758

852

976

878

653

18.4%

20.7%

23.7%

21.3%

15.9%

2002

601

579

694

766

486

19.2%

18.5%

22.2%

24.5%

15.5%

5

4

3

2

1

2012

305

685

967

558

290

10.9%

24.4%

34.5%

19.9%

10.3%

2011

233

612

874

770

604

7.5%

19.8%

28.3%

24.9%

19.5%

20072002

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

German Language  
and Culture

Standard Group*

Total Group

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.

48% 

52%
Male

Female

Gender

Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Human Geography
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46%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Italian Language 
and Culture

Standard Group*

Total Group

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.

63% 

37%
Male

Female

Gender

Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.

Note: This exam, which was first offered in May 2006, was discontinued after the 2008-09 school year 
and was reinstated in 2011-12.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Japanese Language 
and Culture

Standard Group*

Total Group

Note: This exam was first offered in May 2007.

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.
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41%
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Gender

Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Latin: Vergil

54% 

46%
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Macroeconomics
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54%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Microeconomics
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.



21

Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Music Theory
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Physics B
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Physics C: Electricity  
and Magnetism
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Psychology

63% 

37%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.



26

Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Spanish Language

Standard Group*

Total Group

*�Standard group students indicated on their answer sheets that they 
did not regularly speak or hear the language of the exam at home 
and that they have not lived for one month or more in a country 
where the language was spoken. Standard group data prior to 2008 
are unavailable.
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Race/Ethnicity Percentages†

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

Spanish Literature
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.



28

Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

74% 

26%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.

Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio



30

Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

53% 

48%
Male

Female

Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions

United States History
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Gender

†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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Change in AP® Exam participation and success over time

AP Exam takers, class of 2012 Exams taken by grade level, class of 2012
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These data are for U.S. public schools only and reflect exams taken 
by members of particular graduating classes at any point in high 
school, as opposed to exams taken by all students in a given year’s 
exam administration.

Score Distributions
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†Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
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