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FOSTER ING AP  PART IC IPAT ION AND SUCCESS

+ Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
* AP Italian Language and Culture was discontinued after the 2008-09 school year, and was reinstated in 2011-12.

Subjects with fewer than five AP Exam takers were omitted from this figure.

F I G U R E  3 	 Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2013 During High School
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Studio Art: Drawing 20

Chinese Language and Culture 5

Computer Science A 49

Physics C: Mechanics 25

Studio Art: 3-D Design 7

Latin 19

Calculus BC 273

Music Theory 56

2 Psychology 958

Spanish Literature and Culture 11

1 English Language and Composition 1,159

9 Human Geography 383

Microeconomics 107

8 Statistics 493

Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 20

Physics B 194

4 English Literature and Composition 867

European History 217

Spanish Language 214

German Language and Culture 31

Chemistry 296

10 Biology 381

Studio Art: 2-D Design 8

6 Calculus AB 582

Macroeconomics 184

3 United States History 893

5 World History 786

Comparative Government and Politics 195

7 United States Government and Politics 543

French Language and Culture 36

Environmental Science 74

Art History 1

Italian Language and Culture* 0

Japanese Language and Culture 4
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Low Income
F I G U R E  4 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

1,119
AP Exams were taken by low-income 
graduates in the class of 2013

The percentage or number of ...

• K–12 students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch*

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam who are from low-income backgrounds

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school who are from low-income backgrounds

2003 2008 2012 2013

** ** ** **

38 117 358 435

11 57 151 187
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4.2%3.3%

8.8%
7.5%

9.8%

2005

*�Estimates reflect the percentage of K–12 public school 
students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.  
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education 
Statistics: 2008 (Table 42), 2009 (Table 42), 2010 (Table 
44), 2011 (Table 45), and 2012 (Table 46).

**�The numbers of students in the graduating classes 
who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch are 
not available.
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Black/African American
F I G U R E  5 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

131
black/African American graduates in the 
class of 2013 took an AP Exam during 
high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are black/African American

2003 2008 2012 2013

892 1,049 1,182 1,046

28 53 109 131

14 29 37 49
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Hispanic/Latino
F I G U R E  6 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

258
Hispanic/Latino graduates in the  
class of 2013 took an AP Exam  
during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Hispanic/Latino

2003 2008 2012 2013

822 1,434 2,192 2,230

34 97 184 258

19 57 89 123
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American Indian/ 
Alaska Native
F I G U R E  7 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

16
American Indian/Alaska Native 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are American Indian/Alaska Native

2003 2008 2012 2013

182 228 244 197

4 7 20 16

* 5 11 6
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0.6% 0.3% *�Success data omitted when fewer than five graduates 

took an AP Exam.
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Asian/Asian American/  
Pacific Islander
F I G U R E  8 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

164
Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander

2003 2008 2012 2013

302 355 428 422

45 106 174 164

29 70 112 99
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White
F I G U R E  9 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

2,578
white graduates in the class of 2013 
took an AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are white

2003 2008 2012 2013

17,963 16,969 15,309 14,814

1,031 1,888 2,284 2,578

624 1,144 1,419 1,576
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ABOUT THE COLLEGE BOARD

The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit 

organization that connects students to college success  

and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board  

was created to expand access to higher education.  

Today, the membership association is made up of over 

6,000 of the world’s leading educational institutions  

and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in 

education. Each year, the College Board helps more  

than seven million students prepare for a successful 

transition to college through programs and services in 

college readiness and college success — including  

the SAT®, and the Advanced Placement Program®. The 

organization also serves the education community through 
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and schools.
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