EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and

provides a basic but appropriate

answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural, easily flowing
expression

Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Infrequent or insignificant
errors in orthography and
mechanics

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere
with readability

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate
to situation

Strained or unnatural flow
of expression sometimes
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability

Frequent use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and
style inappropriate to situation

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures
or limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures frequently
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of
grammatical and syntactic
structures significantly
interferes with
comprehensibility or results
in very fragmented language
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

LALLSBEWLET, [name of candidate] T3, MAZ L9 IXETH R EBNWET, AAR
XS A 7 NVELTZIEI DNNTT, [ THREIWTL 7ZE0,

Sample: B
XALKBEWLET, VA7 AVRPAZ ZPOEMBPNWNTT L,
Sample: C

L VP AINTIES SR HD
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.

Overview

This task evaluates writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. The prompt comprises a statement
in English identifying an interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of six brief messages to
which students respond. Each message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in
English that provides guidance on what is expected in the response. Students have 90 seconds to
read the message and respond at each turn in the text-chat exchange. Each of the six responses
receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task, and all six scores
count equally in calculating the total score.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very thorough and appropriate response. It also includes elaboration and detail (7>
AEEIFETHREEBNET, BARIZVIA V% LTIZIED BN TT, i THREWT
< 723V, ). The delivery exhibits natural and easily flowing expression. Orthography and
mechanics are almost error free (& % L < should be & A L <). The response uses consistent
register and style appropriate to the situation. The response contains excellent use of syntactic and
grammatical structures with minimal errors (KYJ & U & 9~ should be K172 & & 9).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. This response directly addresses
the prompt and provides an appropriate response. Strained or unnatural flow of expression does not
interfere with comprehensibility (U 4 7 KA & £ LB 3N TF K). The errors in
orthography and mechanics (V %4 7 /LK A X X shouldbe U A 7 L2/ A % & H) donot
interfere with readability. This response uses appropriate but limited vocabulary and grammatical
and syntactic structures. The statement &[] 53\ T3 X is unnatural in the context of the
response. If the response contained richer vocabulary and more elaboration or detail using more
complex grammatical structures such as U %4 7 LA E L I IZOWTOEMZ L TLEX

U it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt, but only partially, and therefore provides an incomplete answer. The vocabulary is
insufficient and control of grammatical and syntactic structures is limited. These features result in
fragmented language and labored expression that interfere with readability and comprehensibility.
The response would have earned a higher score if the statement had been completed using
appropriate grammatical structures (72 < & A23% % should be 72 < & A& %) and orthography

(VYA 27T maybe U VA 7 LN
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

FOFRTHLy PR MLVERR LU A 7L L TWET, T, REQER-LNY A7
NLEREA, AN U A7 0L TET,

Sample: B
FDOBS>Z I TIVTAINTHEDIETY 2 —A 2 L H7RTT,
Sample: C

WObUH A7V LT, BOFRIZHLE YA 7L ahHRKA ROV
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: b

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It provides a thorough and
appropriate response with some elaboration. The style is appropriate to the situation. One
insignificant orthographic error, 4 instead of |, does not interfere with readability. Grammatical
errors are infrequent and do not interfere with comprehensibility. The response contains a variety
of vocabulary. The response would have received a higher score had the student used some more
complex syntactic structures and/or richer vocabulary.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate answer by giving one example of an item that is recycled at the
student's school. Vocabulary is used correctly but is limited to simple words. Control of more
complex structures is still limited: the response produces a relative clause correctly, U 1 7 /L3
% % @, but has an error in another complex structure, writing & & 9 72 C9". Although this error
makes the delivery somewhat strained, it does not interfere with comprehensibility. This response
would have received a higher score had it employed a greater variety of vocabulary and provided
more details and/or elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. The topic of recycling is
addressed, but it is not clear whether or not the first sentence refers to recycling at the student's
school. The response fails to complete the task completely because no concrete example is given of
something that is recycled at school. Delivery is labored and control of grammatical structures is
limited. The first sentence ends with an inappropriate L C and the second sentence is cut off in
the middle, interfering with comprehension. This response would have received a higher score had
the response provided at least one concrete example and demonstrated more control of basic
grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A

ERTUY A7 LTHZ LT THREEENEST, ARITZETHLREARDT, VA 27 L%
LT U Wiz & B4,

Sample: B

VYA 7 MIIENE £ 95 TT, BATAIZFIZY A 7V LER A,

Sample: C

U A7 VEL X 213 SAHY £, Ex o Laeh
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: b

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It generally exhibits ease of
expression with consistent use of appropriate register and style. An error in orthography (VM 72>72 1)
& N E T should be W T 7220y & N E90) only slightly affects readability. A minor conjunction
error (R8I & By yE 9 should be KYJ7Z & vy F 77) does not interfere with comprehensibility. A
variety of vocabulary (KXY, H#R) is evident. If this response used richer vocabulary and more
complex sentences, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the
prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer. One unnatural expression (U A 7 /LiE720
C X 9 5 T79 ) and one grammatical mistake (' A A/IZ) interfere with comprehensibility. The
response could have scored higher had it shown better control of language use.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. By mentioning U %A 7 /L
XL X 50) A 7 VDGENE=E O H), it directly addresses the prompt which asks about
recycling at school. However, the task is not adequately completed because there is no mention of
the student's opinion and ¥ k 9 L 727> The response cuts off abruptly with X x 9 L7275 and
the labored expression interferes with comprehensibility. Vocabulary is insufficient, and control of
grammar is limited to a single basic structure, resulting in fragmented language. If the response

had provided an opinion, it would have received a higher score (e.g., VM & U E ).
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4
Sample: A

VA 7 VPN CIE, P, NADOEDLDIZU TA LS THAWNARATNIZITS O E FHn
ESch

Sample: B
FNIBHERHEDOFED Z R0 LEXE DL Dk LT e BunEd,
Sample: C

DlzLIZE T, IRV
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: b

The response directly addresses the prompt, and is appropriate and thorough, with ease of
expression for the most part. The insignificant error in orthography (Z£#> ¥ should be %4> ¥ ) does
not interfere with comprehensibility. There is a variety of vocabulary as well as appropriate use of a
complex grammatical structure (T < DB & Uy E97). The response could have earned a
higher score had it contained richer vocabulary and more complex grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

The response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response. Appropriate register and style are used consistently. Errors
in complex grammar (HHZHEOFES Z & ; EXZ>< D k &) do not interfere with
comprehensibility. The expression 2 L #E %% -2 < % is unnatural, but holistically the overall
meaning of the response is clear. The response could have earned a higher score had it contained
properly constructed complex grammatical structures and elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

The response demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal writing. Although it directly
addresses the prompt, it is incomplete. While an effort was made to address the prompt, labored

expression and errors in orthography (#79" should have been 47" 72\ is likely meant to be 7=
VD) interfere with readability. The response could have earned a higher score had it contained
a completed sentence with fewer orthographic errors.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5
Sample: A

IETF 2 S7F ) DN EBNES, RAZ—TMTTE TV DINHMRENEZRS LT
OMIZBIRAZ —ZE DRI DN EENWES, BE7FOEREESHBEWVE BENET,

Sample: B
IR DD IRNT, BT A0 0on=0E ) BN Ts Ok 9,
Sample: C

FRETIIR LDV E BWES, RAZ T HONTIE
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides a very thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and detail. The
expression flows naturally and easily. The insignificant orthographic error (£ should be #5) and
syntactic error (Ji 5 L 722 7>7= & should be Ji & L 727> 7= &) do not interfere with
comprehension. The use of register and style is consistent as well as appropriate to the situation.
The response uses a range of vocabulary and idioms appropriately (|t CT& TW5: 6 L= -
7= 5).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt directly
and the unnatural flow of expression does not interfere with comprehension. The syntax error (~27>
“>7)772) and orthographic error (W T s O X 9 ) do not significantly interfere with
comprehension. This response would have earned a higher score had it contained properly
constructed syntactic and grammatical structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt but
does so incompletely as it does not provide a complete answer to the prompt in the fragmented
sentence (78 A Z 7 ->)2Cl) . Errors in orthography and mechanics interfere with readability.
This response would have earned a higher score if it had addressed the question more closely in a
complete sentence.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A

AARDFRNIS VA 7L L TWETD, LTWol2b EARMEZY YA 7L 1L TWET D,
ZL T, BARDOZHAEIZY VA 7 MO TE I BoTWET D,

Sample: B

ARTHRIRI TV A 7 VTED, HRIZIZETHETHRH D £,

Sample: C

HDO, BART., MWBREFTHA. EPHEENRLVNZEFINLINTTh
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate
response including elaboration and detail. The expression flows naturally and easily. Orthography
and mechanics are virtually error free except for L CV -5 72 5, which should be L TV 2 6.
Appropriate register and style are used consistently. A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used.
The response uses excellent grammar and syntax with insignificant errors (L TW o726 EA LY

VYA 7L TWETHN).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate response. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the
situation. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are simple and
contain some errors that do not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., #72 S AF U A 7 LT
>, & T T A). This response could have earned a higher score if it had included elaboration or
detail and used a wider variety of vocabulary and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly and appropriately
addresses the prompt but does so incompletely as it fails to provide a complete answer. The
labored expression interferes with comprehensibility. The errors in orthography and mechanics are
frequent (2" 71 A should be 777 A: \\Z 9 7 LU should be V2 23 L) and interfere with
readability. The inappropriate use of vocabulary and the limited control of syntactic structure (7>
I TIA . EBLENRLDWNEF DM L) interfere with comprehensibility. This response could
have earned a higher score if it had provided a complete answer with better use of language.
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