
  
  

   
 

 
 

     
  

 
   

 
  

 
  

 

     
 

     
 

    
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

AP®  EUROPEAN  HISTORY  
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Short Answer Question 3 

Many historians contend that the development of the railroad in the early 1800s was a significant turning 
point in European history. 

a) Identify TWO specific pieces of evidence that support the contention, and explain how each piece 
supports the contention. 

b) Identify ONE specific piece of evidence that undermines the contention, and explain how it undermines 
the contention. 

0–3 points 

Score 3  
Response accomplishes all three tasks set by the question. 

Score 2  
Response accomplishes two of the tasks set by the question. 

Score 1  
Response accomplishes one of the tasks set by the question. 

Score 0  
Response accomplishes none of the tasks set by the question. 

Score — 
Is completely blank 

Scoring Guide 

 0–3 points 
• ONE point for  identifying  and explaining a piece of  evidence that supports the contention that the  

development of railroads in the early 1800s was a significant turning point  in  European History  

• ONE point for  identifying  and explaining  a DIFFERENT piece of evidence  from the one given above 
that supports  the contention that  the development  of railroads in  the early 1800s was a significant  
turning point in European History  

• ONE point for  identifying  and explaining a piece of  evidence that undermines the contention  that  
the development of railroads  in  the early 1800s was  a significant turning point in European History    

© 2016 The College Board. 
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AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY 
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Short Answer Question 3 (continued) 

Scoring Notes 

Examples of responses to Part A that would earn credit: 
• The contention that the development of railroads in the early 1800s was a significant turning point 

in European history can be supported by railroads allowing for faster transportation of goods and 
raw materials that were necessary for production. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads helping to improve diets by providing improved 
access to perishable food. 

• The contention can be supported by the use of railroads for passenger transportation, initially for 
the middle class and, later, for the working class. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads promoting economic expansion and growth by 
moving raw materials and finished goods more quickly and over greater distances. 

• The contention can be supported by states’ use of railroads for military mobilization and the rapid 
movement of armies. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads promoting colonial expansion and imperialism by 
allowing imperial European powers to move resources more quickly and efficiently. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads facilitating the rapid spread of information. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads promoting a common national identity by making it 
easier to move throughout the entire country. 

• The contention can be supported by railroads providing an opportunity for cultural interaction and 
increased access to leisure activities. 

Examples of responses to Part B that would earn credit: 
• The contention that the development of railroads in the early 1800s was a significant turning point 

in European history can be undermined by the fact that railroads in the early 1800s were not 
widespread throughout Eastern Europe. 

• The contention can be undermined by the fact that there were alternative forms of transportation 
for both goods and people, notably canals and steamships. 

• The contention can be undermined because passenger rail travel was limited to the middle and 
upper classes until late in the 19th century. 

• The contention can be undermined by a discussion of alternative economic and technological 
turning points more significant in the early 1800s than railroads, such as the Industrial Revolution 
or the steam engine. 
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AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY 
2016  SCORING COMMENTARY  

Short Answer Question 3 

Overview 

This question asked students to consider the contention that the development of railroads in the early 
1800s was a significant turning point in European history. Students were asked to provide and explain two 
specific pieces of evidence that support the contention and one specific piece of evidence that 
undermines it. 

Sample: 3A 
Score:  3  

This response earned 3 points. The response earned 2 points for part a) with a detailed explanation of the 
significance of railroads for transportation of materials in Britain and increased communication in Russia. 
The response earned 1 point in part b) for an explanation of the significance of Britain’s earlier canal and 
river network, thus undermining the contention that railroads were a turning point. 

Sample: 3B 
Score:  2  

This response earned 2 points in part a) by offering acceptable explanations of the significant 
improvements in the transport of materials and people associated with the development of railroads in 
Europe. The reference to tariffs is a minor incorrect statement that does not negate the correct 
explanation. For part b) the response offers evidence that does not undermine the contention, but rather 
explains a negative effect of railroads. Thus, no point was earned in part b). 

Sample: 3C 
Score:  1  

This response earned 1 point for part a) with an explanation of how railroads facilitated more efficient trade 
and the growth of consumerism. The reference to the automobile falls outside of the acceptable time period. 
The response for part b) offers no acceptable undermining evidence for the significance of railroads. 
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