EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

e Smoothly connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

e Sentences may be loosely
connected

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

e Disconnected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Fragmented sentences

e Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

e Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e (Clearly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t know,” “I don't understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

e Not in Mandarin Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with minimal
errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including tones)
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation,
with frequent hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2016 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task comprised a statement identifying
an interlocutor and conversation topic followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to
speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the six responses received a holistic score based on how
well it accomplishes the assigned task.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
ﬂj*;, MEEEMR S, FRAEREHEARNELG . Un WK CEE . 221, uh BIAFRR KA R ZE B MR B
i, FTLAIRBUEEE uh HEERNG -

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate response. Use of
register is appropriate to the situation (WP SZMF 2L, F i) E H B AL HEIT) The response has natural pace
and intonation and uses rich and appropriate vocabulary, as 25, #i#, and a wide range of grammatical
structures are used, such as ANEHSEE, K&, FrLA..

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

A SCERAIE: . P, HBREE - 2P, WA HARREHSURTE-. /RIe?

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly with a basic answer (FFH SCERTZFREE: . F130). The
response is delivered with inconsistent pace and intonation, with hesitation and repetition. Vocabulary
and grammatical structures used are mostly limited.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

WL, . O uh SKBIA, RS um bR um RAEM, 18F w- FHIER.

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt minimally by saying #i#. The rest of the response & uh B A,
FKES um b um RAEE, 1BH w- JEH R does not respond to the prompt at all.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
BRSBTS N AR 2, a2 AP R — AR R K, ARH 522, prbA A R B e
AR AR, FrD AMARSE L, T g B,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer.
Sentences are smoothly connected with minimal errors (AP 50 1 SCAL AR 45 BFLER). The response is
delivered in a natural pace with accurate pronunciation and without hesitation and repetition. Vocabulary
isrich (AE# 952, T P8 C4k) and appropriate. A wide range of grammatical structures is used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
Uh A% uh W jiao [I4? ZK2)A Ay . um . . um 1R 2 36 BN B3 o B R 25 AR 7 1A B i [5X2). IRZ 36
B NAR 8P [ uh.

Commentary

The response provides a basic answer that directly addresses the prompt. The pace and intonation are
inconsistent, with hesitation and repetition that may require special listener effort. The vocabulary used is
appropriate but very limited. Errors in pronunciation (4 jiao [MH? ZX?], 1R IFHI [ ji4 [5K?]) obscure
meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
[long silence] & 153 & um K4 uh uh.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally with an incomplete sentence. The pace is very labored,
starting with a long silence and ending with hesitation. This answer contains insufficient vocabulary and
grammatical errors that significantly obscure meaning.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
W, oA — uh FBHELERE, FHARERE uh Z2U2E LA0, ARG RIRACLFE, AizE s s,
Fr AR 22465 uh eI, HE LB,

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt with thoroughness and detailed elaboration. It is delivered
with a natural pace and intonation with minimal hesitation. The sentences are smoothly connected with

rich vocabulary and idioms (AN &R Y AR LT, A0z 6% T HL I 1K)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh B 52 . HIRZ[duod) @i, HEBEW uh RIEFER, REREE L uh Kltiand] %M, K%
M REIG AN [xi3) 2 . .

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and appropriately. Pace and intonation are generally
consistent with intermittent hesitation. Errors in pronunciation do not require special listener effort. Use of
vocabulary and grammatical structures is mostly appropriate.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

MR . Ki un R, T HREAERURZ TS, LT RRIE AR

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt only minimally. Vocabulary is insufficient.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
REI N RIRY, EEARZEERE, BEFERRW, un. EBEFRZH, GEAKRTHHE, H
Fe dR A2 B e AT B FEAR i

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate and thorough answer with
elaboration and details. Sentences are smoothly connected and are characterized by use of appropriate

grammatical structures (£ £ Z 5l /&) and rich vocabulary (Fi## KJE, %% F 5% fi 5).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

HXF uh JEATAIEITR uh AR, uh ARER, BIRE uh KR (gaod] uh Mt K(dal3]E, .. uh.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate answer in loosely connected
sentences. The delivery pace is generally consistent but with intermittent hesitation. Use of vocabulary
and idioms (f511# K J&) is mostly appropriate. Occasional grammatical errors, such as A /R, do not
obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Um LR BURFH, um AR uh BF, WEEE um F 3 uh &S BRI sil [?] uh sil [?] you3 [?]
uh zhong1 [?].

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt marginally using very disjointed sentences and isolated words.
Labored pace and frequent pronunciation errors necessitate intense listener effort. Vocabulary is
insufficient. There is little control of grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
BT 1R /N hengl xiaol]. Um FRAFLE uh Springfield fERFIZE LM, uh EEIETREFR L
ANlrend], #JZJLHH uh R[hend] £ uh A —HkIH B Alrend], uh fRFK1R[hend] 2 A —H%H) H 8 304k

Commentary

The response addresses all aspects of the prompt directly. The response gives detailed information to
demonstrate the differences between Beijing and the student's hometown. The response is delivered in a
natural pace with rich vocabulary and a wide range of grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
bR AR jul] 3 T [shil | . . BRIANE .. 55— 2t huand jingl]. A6 HZ kongd) 75 41535 A
I, AR RAEul] I [shil ) AR 2t o

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt directly with an appropriate answer. While the delivery pace is

generally consistent, there is intermittent hesitation. The response also has some pronunciation errors (¥
Hilhuan4 jing1], fE[jull 3 i [shil]), but they do not necessitate special listener effort. Vocabulary is
mostly appropriate (3215, V54, ¥275). There is one grammatical error (V5 %415 3% A~ 4F), which does not
obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh ##15 uh Jb 32 [bei2 jing4] uh 1R [hen1]3 i [cheng3 shi2], uh A uh 38 t- uh 38 [tong3] L.

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt minimally and fails to give a complete answer. Insufficient vocabulary
and little control of grammatical structures, together with labored pace, necessitate intense listener effort.
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Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response
BRI RET S . A SRR EBAL, MAERZHIRN, W%, RAME RAREEA
—fii .. uh HIRZ Uz HI Ty, SRR LI,

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer with

elaboration and detail (473t 51, 1R 2 4FIZ I 5, 5575 EF4). Sentences are connected, while the pace
and intonation are generally smooth with occasional hesitation. The use of register is consistent and

appropriate to situation. Appropriate vocabulary (5 % Il &) and a variety of grammatical structures
(BRI . ALK, 52, SR1) are used in the response.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
FEVISRARRE AR Z 1) uh 2 BT H[di2) 77, Al AEA AT [niu2 yuedl 2R, uh AR HRAE M 7 A5 1R 2 1
Fi[shi3], uh IAMATLLE .. &

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic but appropriate answer (a place and a
simple reason). Its pace and intonation are inconsistent with hesitation and repetition. Errors in
pronunciation (Mi[di2] /7, &4 [niu2 yue3], F[shi3]) sometimes necessitate special listener effort.
Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly limited and simple, with errors that do not generally

obscure meaning (AN 5 A 1R 2 1) % [shi3], A LLE .. FH).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

Uh WUERVREARSEENEE, VKT a LEBRAERINT . BB, EB@AMEERERE. MLE.

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer in that the
latter part of the prompt is not addressed. Labored pace with frequent hesitation is evident. Minimal
appropriate vocabulary and limited grammatical structures are used in the response.
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