AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY
2015 SCORING GUIDELINES
Short Answer Question 3
0–3 points
Score 3
Response accomplishes all three tasks set by the question.
Score 2
Response accomplishes two of the tasks set by the question.
Score 1
Response accomplishes one of the tasks set by the question.
Score 0
Response accomplishes none of the tasks set by the question.
Score —
Is completely blank.
SCORING NOTES
a) Describes ONE significant difference between Adams’ understanding and Rush’s understanding of the
American Revolution.
• Adams thought that the revolutionary spirit that led to fighting was the revolution; out of a growing
resistance to British regulation, the emergence of an American identity completed the revolution.
• Rush argued that the revolution was changing political systems and seeing if this new form of
government could work; the revolution came after fighting ended.
b) Explains how ONE specific historical event or development from the period between 1760 and 1800
could be used to support Adams’ interpretation.
• Developments: Growing separateness from Britain (“American mind,” end of “salutary neglect”)
• Stamp Act, Stamp Act Congress, and public demonstrations, including Sons of Liberty
• Movement to boycott British goods
• Boston Tea Party and Intolerable Acts
• Common Sense by Thomas Paine
• Declaration of Independence — list of grievances from 1760-1775
c) Explains how ONE specific historical event or development from the period between 1760 and 1800
could be used to support Rush’s interpretation.
• Developments: republican form of government, American identity, nationalism
• Declaration of Independence — statement of “principles, morals” as basis of government
• Articles of Confederation
• Slavery as unresolved within the time period (Northwest Ordinance)
• Constitutional Convention and United States Constitution
• Bill of Rights
• Election of Washington’s presidency, e.g., cabinet selection, Jay's Treaty
• Election of 1800 and the development of the first party system
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AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY
Short Answer Question 3
Overview
Short Answer Question 3 allowed students to compare two excerpts written by John Adams and Benjamin
Rush, prominent figures from chronological Period 3 (1754 to 1800). The question assessed the historical
thinking skill of interpretation. Referring to the excerpts, the question asked students to explain a
significant difference between Adams’ and Rush’s understanding of the American Revolution (task A) and
then to explain how examples of an historical event or development in the period from 1760 to 1800 could
be used to support each interpretation (tasks B and C).
Sample: 3A
Score: 3
A-1: The interpretation of Adams follows a general opening and, after further exposition on Adams, the Rush
interpretation appears.
B-1: The response presents specific events such as opposition to “taxation without representation” in
response to the Stamp Act and the Tea Act to support its interpretation of Adams.
C-1: The second half of the response contains both the Rush interpretation and the well-done explication of
development of government from the Articles of Confederation to the United States Constitution.
Sample: 3B
Score: 2
A-0: A simple restatement for Adams and a vague reference to Rush’s view “evolving” resulted in a 0 score.
B-1: Although general, the response indicates some awareness of Adams’ highlighting of growing
revolutionary sentiment before the war.
C-1: An unexpected use of Jay’s Treaty adequately illustrates Rush’s focus on ongoing development, in this
case with regard to foreign policy.
Sample: 3C
Score: 1
A-0: The basic chronology does not describe the different interpretations.
B-1: Specific events such as tax protests and the development of opposition earned this point.
C-0: Jefferson’s embargo policies fall outside the time period.
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