1 Selecting and Using Evidence

AP® SEMINAR
2015 SCORING GUIDELINES

AP SEMINAR END OF COURSE EXAM RUBRIC: SECTION 2

CONTENT AREA PERFORMANCE LEVELS

The response repeats information from sources
that provides little or no support for an argument
or misinterprets sources.

2

The response interprets information from at least
two sources to develop an argument with limited
support.

4

The response interprets and synthesizes
information from at least two sources to develop
and support a compelling argument.

6

2 Building and Communicating
an Argument

The response’s line of reasoning is disorganized
and/or unsuccessful.

The response inappropriately or tangentially links
the argument’s claims and evidence.

2

The response’s line of reasoning is mostly clear
and logically organized, but the reasoning may be
faulty.

The response appropriately links the argument’s
claims and evidence.

4

The response’s line of reasoning is logically
organized and complex.

The response clearly and convincingly links the
argument’s claims and evidence and includes
insights drawn from the connections between
them.

6

3 Understanding and Analyzing
Perspective

The response misstates or overlooks the theme or
issue that connects the sources. The response’s
perspective is unclear or unrelated to the sources.

2

The response identifies a theme or issue that
connects the sources. The response treats the
sources as sharing the same perspective rather
than placing an issue within the overall context of
the sources. The response presents a perspective
borrowed from or previously addressed by one of
the sources.

4

The response identifies a theme or issue that
connects the sources and identifies and interprets
the differences in the sources. The response
contextualizes the writer’s perspectives within the
overall theme. The response presents a
perspective that has not been previously
represented in the sources or brings a particularly
insightful approach to one of the perspectives or
makes a connection between perspectives.

6

4 Selecting and Using Evidence

The response incorrectly or ineffectively attributes
knowledge and ideas from two or more sources.

1

The response makes an attempt to accurately
attribute knowledge and ideas from two or more
sources.

2

The response accurately attributes and effectively
contextualizes knowledge and ideas from two or
more sources.

3

5 Grammar and Style

The report contains many flaws in grammar and
style that interfere with communication to the
reader.

The report contains some flaws in grammar or
style that minimally interfere with communication
to the reader.

The report contains few flaws in grammar or style
and clearly communicates to the reader.

0 (Zero)

other than English.

NR (No Response

o  Ascore of NRis assigned to responses that are blank.

ADDITIONAL SCORES: In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response).

e Ascore of 0is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.
e Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other markings; or a response in a language
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AP® SEMINAR
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY

End-of-Course Exam — Section II
Overview

This question assessed the students’ ability to:

e Identify the theme or issue connecting four different provided sources;

e Read the provided sources critically, understanding the perspectives they each represent;

e Use the identified theme to write a logically organized, well-reasoned, and well-crafted
argument presenting their own perspective;

e Select and incorporate two or more of the provided sources into the newly-developed
argument;

e (ite the sources they used in their arguments, identifying them either by author or by
letters assigned to the sources;

e Complete the reading of the provided sources, the identification of the theme, and the
crafting of the new argument all within a timed setting.

Sample: A

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 6

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 6
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 6
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 3

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 3

HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1

The response earned 6 points for this row because the essay establishes that access to education is
how people “climb out of the monetary hole they were dug into by an unfortunate past,” using
personal experience as a support. This convincing argument begins with the claim “the key to
creating a fair society based on hard work and merit lies in the education system.” Source B is used
to establish the existence of a huge wealth disparity, and Source D is used as an example of a
solution that is inadequate.

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2

The response earned 6 points for this row because the essay follows a logical line of reasoning with
well-developed links to evidence. It considers two counter arguments — communism and
voluntary charitable giving — as a solution to the problem of wealth disparity, and then proposes a
two-part solution involving “local support of education” in America and American investment in
education in “nations where poverty is universal.”

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3

The response earned 6 points for this row because the essay contextualizes the sources used and
places the response in a dialogue with the sources. The theme of wealth disparity is thoughtfully
addressed, and the discussion constructively departs from the information provided in the sources.

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4

The response earned 3 points for this row because the essay goes beyond mere attribution, noting,
for example, “Anup Shah posted his article ... to raise awareness for the actual numerical
magnitudes of the problems associated with the huge wealth disparity.”
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Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5
The response earned 3 points for this row because the essay is well-written. It uses complex words
(“mitigated,” “superficial,” and “philanthropist ideals”) and adopts a sophisticated tone.

Sample: B

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 4

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 4
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 4
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 2

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 2

MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1

The response earned 4 points for this row because the sources, rather than the writer's own
perspective, initially drive the argument. The essay draws pieces of text from all of the sources, but
fails to synthesize the details into a compelling argument, using the language of each source as a
separate claim.

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2

The response earned 4 points for this row because the argument is unclearly stated at the outset,
but eventually writes itself into an argument about the dangers of consumerism and the problems
of associating social power with material wealth. Because that argument is not made at the
beginning, there is confusion about the report’s direction.

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3
The response earned 4 points for this row because the essay draws its perspective directly from
Source A, but does recognize that all of the sources address inequalities in income.

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4
The response earned 2 points for this row because the essay includes inconsistencies in its citation
of sources, although the essay does signal that it is using the sources for information.

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5

The response earned 2 points for this row because the essay adequately uses grammar and style to
communicate to the reader. However, word choice is simplistic and the writing is occasionally
unclear, as in: “These amusing priorities ... support that society is not in look of essential things,
but rather items that help show social power.”
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Sample: C

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1 Score: 2

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2 Score: 2
Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3 Score: 4
Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4 Score: 2

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5 Score: 1

LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 1

The response earned 2 points for this row because the essay repeats information for sources that
provide little support for an argument. The response poses several rhetorical questions to introduce
the theme and argument, and then fails to substantiate the argument. The materials pulled from
sources support the argument only tangentially.

Content Area: Building and Communicating an Argument — Row 2

The response earned 2 points for this row because the argument is limited (“Money.”), and consists
primarily of unsupported assertions. There is no clear line of reasoning; the discussion careens from
education to credit card debt to inheritance.

Content Area: Understanding and Analyzing Perspective — Row 3

The response earned 4 points for this row because, while the essay reflects an understanding of the
theme, it misinterprets Source A by citing it to support the proposition that “Everyone in the 20’s
had ‘material wealth’ none of it was real.”

Content Area: Selecting and Using Evidence — Row 4
The response earned 2 points for this row because the essay attempts to accurately attribute
sources in a sloppy way — (A) — and fails to or inaccurately contextualizes sources.

Content Area: Grammar and Style — Row 5

The response earned 1 point for this row because the essay is awkwardly written, e.g., “Why do
that few of people control the money?” Grammar, spelling, and style problems are particularly
apparent in the section discussing the Great Depression.
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