AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
2015 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question b

Analyze the ways in which the expansion of the market economy and new financial practices affected
European society in the period 1450 to 1750.

9-8 Points

Thesis is explicit and analyzes the links between the market economy, new financial practices, and
European society and is specific regarding multiple effects on society.

Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. Market
economy and new financial practices need not be discussed separately or compartmentalized.
Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are all covered at some length.
All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence.

May contain errors that do not detract from the argument.

7-6 Points

Thesis is explicit and discusses the effects of the market economy and new financial practices.
Organization is clear, effective in support of the argument, but not consistently followed.

Essay is balanced; does not focus exclusively on one period, region, or topic; it may discuss
economic or financial aspects more than effects on society, or vice versa.

All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence.

May contain an error that detracts from the argument.

b-4 Points

Thesis is explicit, but not fully responsive to the question; it may mention only market economy or
new financial practices, or effects on society. It may be very general or limited.

Organization is clear, effective in support of the argument, but not consistently followed.

Essay shows some imbalance; some major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected. Essays
in this category may deal only with overseas expansion, even if they effectively link it to effects on
society.

Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by least one piece of relevant evidence.
May contain a few errors that detract from the argument.

3-2 Points

No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.

Organization is unclear and ineffective.

Eissay shows serious imbalance, most major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected; it may
discuss only economic developments, or may deal only with overseas empires and expansion with
no links to societal impact.

Only one or two major assertions are supported by relevant evidence.

May contain several errors that detract from the argument.

1-0 Points

No discernable attempt at a thesis.

No discernable organization.

Only one or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned.
Little or no supporting evidence is used.

May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument.
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AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question b
Overview

The intent of the question was to have students relate economic and financial developments to changes in
European society. The question called for students to examine with some specificity all three parts of the
prompt. For the market economy and new financial practices, there are various concepts and terms that
students were expected to know: joint-stock companies, nascent stock exchanges, developments in banking,
the Price Revolution, proto-industrialization, the Agricultural Revolution, mercantilism, and new commodities
that came through increased European contact with the rest of the world. The effects on society were vast
and diverse but included the following: rise of a middle class, social mobility, urbanization, changes in
marriage and family patterns as well as gender roles, the rise of a consumer culture, enclosures of
communally held lands, and patronage of the arts.

Sample: bA
Score: 9

The thesis is explicit, relevant, and highly developed, analyzing not only the market economy and new
financial practices, but three effects on European society. It is highly organized and the organization is
followed throughout. The first paragraph deals with banking, joint-stock companies, the growth of the middle
class, and the decline of the guilds. The second deals with mercantilism, overseas expansion, and
consumerism. The third takes up the agricultural revolution, the putting-out system, enclosures, and the
resulting changes in rural society as well as urbanization. The increase in illegitimacy is used as an
illustration of the waning of the village community. All points are supported with relevant evidence. There
are no errors.

Sample: 5B
Score: b

The thesis is clear but general and limited in its scope to political and economic systems. The organization is
clear and consistently followed. The essay displays some imbalance in that it focuses overwhelmingly on the
impact of overseas expansion. Where it does attempt to discuss effects on European society, the discussion
is limited almost completely to political and economic systems, where mercantilism in France buttressed
absolutism, and laissez faire capitalism in England led to more representative government. It was not scored
a 6 because of its imbalance and the deficiencies of the thesis. It was not scored a 4 because there is a
limited and oblique mention of an effect on society (“the middle class ... gained power through their
industrial wealth”).

Sample: 5C
Score: 1

The thesis is largely generic, rephrasing the prompt and adding some general ideas about more job
opportunities and urbanization. The first body paragraph consists of generic statements about jobs and
money with no evidence or connection to the period or the question. The second paragraph mentions
urbanization but does not connect it with either the market economy or new financial practices. The essay
was not scored a 0 because it does mention a relevant effect on society.
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