EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2015 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

e Smoothly connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Connected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

e Sentences may be loosely
connected

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

e Disconnected sentences

e Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Fragmented sentences

e Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

e Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

e Mere restatement of the prompt

e (learly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t know,” “I don't understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

e Not in Mandarin Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition

Accurate pronunciation
(including tones), with minimal
errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in
pronunciation (including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition
that interfere with
comprehension

Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation,
with frequent hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures,
with errors that do not
generally obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures,
with frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2015 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assessed speaking ability in the interpersonal mode of communication by having students
respond to a series of questions in a simulated conversation. The task comprised a statement identifying
an interlocutor and conversation topic followed by six questions. Students were allotted 20 seconds to
speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the six responses received a holistic score based on how
well it accomplished the assigned task.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
Uh AR JREAERER 7 R R BI 2 A, ARMATEL, uh 0 R] DL AR 25 o R 56 B sl 2 o B IR 6
AT AR At A vt B AN [ 1 v 5 1 26 6 R QE 3] v [ 9 1 RRS VR (0 ST AL, At AP 3 rh BT SE 2 1) T e

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate answer, which
includes elaboration and detail. The sentences are smoothly connected and delivered with a natural pace
without hesitation or repetition. The consistent use of register, starting with the response of /4~ &,
clearly demonstrates the student's knowledge of Chinese culture. Pronunciation is accurate. Vocabulary is
rich: fn'E, &, SAME, KSR, and a wide range of grammatical structures is used.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
R 7B LA, FREAT AR R AT DL — e B A AP R A uh JE M uh B L uh . B
WU ERZ ESMI iz, P& T DURE 2 B & i, A% ar L

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer. The pace is
inconsistent with hesitation. The sentences are disconnected, and limited vocabulary and mostly simple
grammatical structures are used in the response.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

[long pause] um % [ [guan3] 1# [xi3], FEFIMATLLZE um HFEH, FHH

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally (F5243 A" AT L2 [#]), but going to China is not a
daylong field trip. Very labored pace with hesitation and frequent errors in pronunciation necessitate
intense listener effort. Insufficient vocabulary and little control of grammatical structures significantly
obscure meaning.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

HAE fﬁ%ﬂi’ﬂaﬁj&‘% ‘f“iﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ, lﬁﬁ&‘“@ﬁﬁ%@/ﬁ%ﬂ B Aig e 42 A IR 2 RO S

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a very thorough and appropriate response.
Sentences are smoothly connected, with minimal errors (GEAt (" 58 1R ¥ #l). This response is delivered in a
natural pace without hemtaﬂon and with accurate pronunciation. Vocabulary is rich (44 5 5 B, @), 25

HIRE SE AN SCA; ZNiZ 4 [jied]: 'E B ) and appropriate. A wide range of grammatical structures are used.
Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response
RBE WA | uh EEFEARMEHOERIwall#7, K 20E & &8 M2 —E R B . M s,
N7 B

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer. Pace of delivery
is inconsistent with hesitation. Sentences are disconnected with limited appropriate vocabulary. Frequent
errors in mostly simple grammatical structures and pronunciation sometimes obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response

FTEAERMWEATPL uh —EF . uh L H7MhE . uh 4.

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt minimally with very disjointed sentences. The answer contains
insufficient vocabulary and has little control of the grammatical structures, with errors that significantly
obscure meaning. The pace is very labored with constant hesitation.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: b

Transcript of Student Response
AT AT DUFN— 05 4 1 5 BRI HL 338 (R E2AM EAH [ B A U A 5 il b 30, S8 RRAR, AT LAAR [R) 2P 5
U R e L ARE M RS, 06 H AT LA — (R 4 1) H SCER SR

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer, including

elaboration and detail. Pace and intonation are smooth, and the pronunciation is accurate. The response

contains appropriate vocabulary and a variety of grammatical structures with sporadic errors: ... fl3f H....;

BEkA.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcript of Student Response

PR AR AR H [zhong2] 22, RS BEREF, BT A RIRE R EREE, RATRL . ig, —iBRE i8R,

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer. The pace is
inconsistent. Vocabulary is limited and grammatical structures are mostly simple.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
REBSE P, WA RESTUREREE.

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt minimally (Z## & #130). Vocabulary and grammatical structures are
insufficient.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

PAE P BN E I —EFIEE 2 058, EE ] DURE [F 2240 R 2 A 5 SHEE 1, Z0R uh M1
AT AZI . AT AR 3 b, FRARE AP st e 6 v [ (0 SO B 22 (0B 72 ANBI B 38 RR A 3
) SNk 52 2n A A

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt by providing a very thorough and appropriate answer with
elaboration in smoothly connected sentences. The pace of delivery is natural, and the pronunciation is
accurate. The answer uses rich and appropriate idioms (NETH, EATAZI, 52 76 4%42) and a wide range of
grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

R BAT L P B, JATA] UL EE RS £2/Mg, T80T LUE B TS H BB uh 18

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer in loosely connected
sentences. The pace and intonation are generally consistent. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are

mostly appropriate, with errors that generally do not obscure meaning (... 2|/ SCH)ET H S uh 28k ).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

Uh &AM — € [ [ying8liZ . . 2 B B EE AT P B M, FTisuod] AFAME B SC 1k

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer — the
response does not address the "why" question. The pace of delivery is labored with hesitation. Appropriate
vocabulary is minimal, and the grammatical structures are limited.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 5

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
HEAG uh SAEMEE A KR, FKEMBHRG. B DU 00 R A mT CABkES . KA 1R 2 8L A Al A
AR RNIR Z 188, P RERIE TR, R,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with a thorough and appropriate answer with elaboration in
smoothly connected sentences. Pace of delivery and intonation are smooth with minimal hesitation.
Vocabulary and grammatical structures are appropriate.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh IS MATLL uh . HIRZHBEY), 1% uh . A28, FRMATCUETE uh . B H [qualiiE g &)
Uh 515 uh R ERM AT LA uh HHEEY), R 1EH 2.

Commentary
The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer in somewhat loosely
connected sentences. Pace of delivery is generally consistent with intermittent hesitation and repetition.

Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate with one error (418 H £ ££) that does not
obscure meaning.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student Response
Uh 18X G E IR BRI DL fal fan3 [? A1 xi3 shuang4 [? 1#J. Uh FWZE AT LA uh jian3 rang4 [? ]
AN, AT U AP F 4 A

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt marginally by mentioning & /X 7% #). The student attempts to give
suggestions (F&fM 7] LL) but fails to complete the thought. The student’s idea is not conveyed because of
limited vocabulary and insufficient grammatical knowledge. Errors significantly obscure the meaning.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
Uh . . 7E ] — {08 24 () [ % m] DAJE 3 S22 ()30 o5 21501, FAt N FRAM AT DA — 285 A v B R € 1 IR L fe
(PR, SRRHEAAETA N, SERFEZIE THHE—IRINIRTT . el BAFE, tn] DL — S SR 7 2 A
e EES, EHE 2 AREE

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate answer. The
sentences are smoothly connected. Its pace and intonation are natural. Pronunciation is accurate.
Vocabulary is rich and appropriate (8, 551, ‘& A H BIRF L, B 4H). The response uses a wide range of
grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uh .. FRILEAFIRILN— 2 uh #——(HMEE4 uh 248, AR uh . F2E2A, uh & uh . . fib
19 H uh SRR A

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic and appropriate answer in disjointed
sentences. Pace of delivery and intonation are inconsistent, with hesitation that interferes with
comprehension. Vocabulary is limited, and grammatical structures are mostly simple.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh #B 153K uh JAEZEESE um A MM AGSR . uh . G E um . H & uh .. 2R
FAA . . uh FRGEARAR I AR A AT

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt with an appropriate but incomplete answer because it does
not address the "why" question. Sentences are very disjointed with isolated words. The pace is very
labored with constant hesitation and repetition. Vocabulary is insufficient and there is little control of
grammatical structures with errors that significantly obscure meaning.
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