EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

2015 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view
or perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and idioms,
with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms constantly
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assesses the student’s speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by having them
give a presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consists of a single prompt in English, which
identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation. Students are given four
minutes to prepare the presentation and two minutes for its delivery. The presentation receives a single
holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task. In addition to language skills, the score
reflects the level of the student's cultural knowledge exhibited in the presentation.

The 2015 exam directed students to present their view or perspective on Japanese music. They were to
begin with an appropriate introduction, discuss at least five aspects or examples of famous Japanese people,
explain their own view or perspective about them, and end with a concluding remark.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

W, SO, EIEARDOETRIZONTEELE T, £, BA, AROEFRIIEHIRETERH D)
5, ZOOEDIRFERATT, b, 72\ <, Kk, HO, i, £OVDMIZ, ., B
L0 LNETA, W ETTESANE, . KEPGFE T, DO, WOBEY OFITKREE 27,
T2leoTVHIETTT, &b, TOFHIZZWMRTYT, =BT, 20, F¥—0DXo7%, &, b
DT, A, OEDTD H, ANV TEOLZETT, LT, ., BAOERIL, b, HE
FC, B, MZZDITTTT, AN, BBEM, EEEN, £V ZEDMIT, H, BRAN, b,
HAROBEHEDPHEZ 2213 TT, £, 2D, bo MBI LR RWESIL, oAd, IRy 7 TT, 22
I, B, TA RVED ZO5NI T N—T0, ICAE, BRIZAZDBH->T, &4, EAEA,
ENVEAMNGDPHEZEET, XA TETWET, £ LT, ®EIIEL RAD, TRy T E I 0D
NIRWFE, HO, UL, A—rhuaA FTT, A—hvA NI, O, 2 Ea—F—n0nfHK->TW
52 ETT, By A HOIDAN, D, B, TR, Oz ET, TLT,

b, EoET, 1TV, HO, BROFEHRIZ, £ Th, BL, BHLLAL T, BRVOERL, I8
ML WVWEES, H—, LoTHHLRH T E, MANTTELELERNET,

Commentary
This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The

presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail (e.g., —MARILF ¥ —D &
IRHLDT; A=A NiE, HD, a ¥ a2—% =28 -> TV 3), including the speaker's views and
perspectives (e.g., GO HF IR E . (G U2 RWERE, LoTHEIITE, mMAFRTTEELER
UV E 7). The response is well organized and coherent with a clear progression of ideas, using appropriate
cohesive and transitional devices (e.g., & DT LM, FL T, &EIZIX). The response provides rich
and detailed cultural information (e.g., K8k, =B, GE. CE, K> 7. HR—H oA K)usingrich
vocabulary and expressions (e.g., A&x3 &> T, & A £ A), though there are some errors and/or
unnatural expressions (e.g., the repetitive use of ~{£9 T9 and H asin £-2V O and EHEIH). It
provides excellent use of syntactic structures with insignificant errors (e.g., /£ 541 % 7). The presentation
exhibits easily
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

flowing expression and a natural pace with minimal hesitation or repetitions except for the overuse of 73 A

7. Although colloquial expressions are used (27> A 72T £ 72 Au)») the register and style are
appropriate to the situation.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

TV, SRITHARFEOBAZ, BERIOWVWCEELIEWERWET, £, HDO, BHAROREET N X
T, TAVAEY, ZOSEEMES Z LN, SO « « O, TAV IV TT, B, w2,
—, BEERHLE . T X #lIEERY, {mb\%”%#a%‘ﬂi# b, 12T E, BRBRNE, HD,
ZomPmHAVWERWET, H, RICAROEFHROFIL, b, 7AV A, TAV D EEFENET, &
D, HDO, b= ) — ERENET, HOD, instrumental NHRWET, HD, KBTI Ry T DOE
VI HRIRENTT, TAV BT, HO, RN EDADRRKD ZERTEEFTITE, BRI
. BRI, DO, DLRDHIRI B, B ERWEEBNET, HD, sss TOHHT, D,
AAROFEZIZHENH Y 3, 1T, LLETT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt, including explanation of perspectives (e.g., J& & N 1
VY BEEDWDUY: T AU 1 E B3 D), but it lacks details and elaboration. The response is generally
organized, using some transitional elements (e.g., RIZ: 721F £ & O ELH T) and introductory and
concluding remarks with 7" and £ % 2. Cultural information is generally accurate. The strained flow of
expression, and some hesitations and repetitions, do not interfere with comprehensibility. The errors in
pronunciation (e.g., 7> L % for # F) and use of English words (i.e., instrumental) and inappropriate use of
aloan word (i.e., / — I) can be understood from the context. The presentation includes several lapses but
is generally consistent in register use. Vocabulary is generally appropriate but limited (e.g., the use of £ A
). Syntactic structures are appropriate but limited to simple structures (e.g., ~N~TJ, ~NH Y F9).

This response would have received a higher score if it contained more details or elaboration, and if it
accurately used a variety of vocabulary and more complex syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

b, BB [laugh] 2L, eh BARDER A, < BH5T, FRLET, < 60X TT, £THE—
I, HAROFTH, um, 2LV, T9, um. um. um, huu., huu., uh HANFHEEZ  um, ¥ A
Z.D, &, LW - o« LET, um, um, . W ki . [cough] um H ARKDEF NI T
9, um *+ - um * °* um,um, myum OneOkRock ®#Z V H VXA E#MEEd, um =, 2. um. 7
AV B OFERE, HROER, H, T, FLTT, b, T2A, um, HAOFHER, OIFH>28, 7
AVHDED, B, BLOWEBHLWET, uh ST
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses the topic only marginally, mostly presenting personal preference (e.g., &= T9,
TV AV XA EREEST, BLWEBH UV ET). Although some transitional devices are used

(e.g., £T5H—IZ; % _; =), the information is scarce and is not organized. Cultural information is
insufficient. The labored flow of expression, and frequent hesitations and repetitions, significantly interfere
with comprehensibility. Frequent errors in pronunciation and limited control of syntactic structures
constantly necessitate special listener effort (e.g., 26005 HADE KA 5T, LET; < 60T
T XU AEH L L ET). Vocabulary is very limited. This response would have received a higher score
if it provided sufficient information and had more control of grammatical structures as well as vocabulary
to express views and opinions.
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