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Question 1 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for making an accurate comparison of both Federalist and Anti-federalist positions.   

• The Federalists wanted a stronger national government and weaker state governments, while 
the Anti-federalists wanted a weaker national government and stronger state government.   

• The Federalists wanted a balanced relationship between federal and state governments, while 
the Anti-federalists wanted a weaker national government and stronger state government.   

 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each accurate description of a feature of the original

• Necessary and Proper clause/Elastic clause 

 Constitution that led to the 
growth of the national government’s power. Acceptable descriptions include: 

• Supremacy clause  
• Commerce clause 
• General Welfare clause 
• Taxing power 
• Unitary Executive 

 
Part (c): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for an accurate explanation of how each of the following addressed Anti-federalist 
concerns: 

• First Amendment – Student must demonstrate knowledge of at least one right in the First 
Amendment and indicate that the First Amendment protects an individual’s liberty and provides 
protection from government power. 

• Tenth Amendment – Student must demonstrate an understanding that powers not mentioned in 
the Constitution are reserved to the states and people. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
Part (d): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for an accurate explanation of how one of the following clauses has altered the 
balance of power between the state and national governments. 

• Due Process Clause – Student must demonstrate an understanding that individual protections in 
the Bill of Rights are applied to the states. Student must indicate that states are compelled to 
follow national requirements.   

• Equal Protection Clause – Student must demonstrate an understanding that the clause protects 
members of groups from discrimination by states. Student must indicate that states are 
compelled to follow national requirements.  
 

 
 
 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is off task or is attempted but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
This question examined students’ knowledge of the balance of power between the national and state 
governments. Part (a) asked students to compare the Federalist and Anti-Federalist positions regarding the 
allocation of power between levels of government. Part (b) asked students to describe two features of the 
original Constitution that have increased the power of the national government. Part (c) asked students to 
explain how both the First Amendment and Tenth Amendment addressed concerns Anti-Federalists had 
about the original Constitution. Part (d) asked students to choose either the Due Process Clause or the 
Equal Protection Clause and explain how that clause has altered the balance of power between the 
national and state governments. 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for comparing the positions of Federalists 
and Anti-Federalists regarding the power of the national government. The response states, “The 
Federalists believed in a strong federal government . . . On the other hand, Anti-Federalists believed in a 
weak federal government.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for correctly describing that the original 
Constitution led to the growth of power of the national government because it established the “power to 
hold a standing army . . .  [whereas] [p]rior to the ratification, states maintained their own individual 
militias.” A second point was earned by describing “[t]he power to tax, [which] . . . allowed the government 
to exert its power and use the money to initiate public policy” as a second feature of the original 
Constitution that led to a growth in the power of the national government. 
 
In part (c) the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for explaining how the First Amendment’s 
protections of “the freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom of expression, freedom of the press, and 
the right to assemble” addresses Anti-Federalist concerns because it “protects the citizen’s individual 
liberties.” A second point was earned for explaining that “The Tenth Amendment grants states rights not 
reserved by the Constitution,” which addresses Anti-Federalist concerns. 
 
In part (d) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for explaining how the Equal Protection 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment “grants all citizens, no matter their sex, religion, race, or creed equal 
protection . . . overturning . . . the separate but equal doctrine . . . [I]t made very clear that national 
government trumps state government.” 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for comparing the positions of Federalists 
and Anti-Federalists regarding the power of the national government. The response states, “Federalists 
wanted to ensure a strong central government . . . Anti-Federalists wanted stronger states power.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for describing “[t]he necessary and proper 
clause . . . [as] the central gov. can do whatever is necessary to carry out the duties enumerated in Article I 
of the Constitution,” which is a feature of the original Constitution that led to a growth in the power of the 
national government. The response did not earn a second point, because it identifies the Commerce 
Clause as a feature of the original Constitution but does not provide an accurate description of how that 
feature led to a growth in the power of the national government. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for explaining how the “First amendment put 
anti-federalists at ease because this made it legal to speak out against the government,” an Anti-Federalist 
concern. The response did not earn a second point because it does not specify that powers delegated to 
the national government are reserved to the states, or to the people, which was an Anti-Federalist concern. 
 
In part (d) the response did not earn a point because no clear explanation is given of how either the Due 
Process Clause or the Equal Protection Clause has altered the balance of power between the state and 
national governments. The response does not discuss the incorporation of elements of the Bill of Rights, 
which is a necessary part of a correct explanation of the Due Process Clause. The response does not 
discuss how the Equal Protection Clause protects groups from discriminatory treatment, which is a 
necessary part of a correct explanation of the Equal Protection Clause. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for comparing the positions of Federalists 
and Anti-Federalists regarding the power of the national government. The response states, “The 
Federalists proposed the notion of having a strong central government . . . [T]he Anti-Federalists saw that 
power needed to be more divided if not swayed more to the states.” 
 
In part (b) the response did not earn any points. The response did not to earn points for choosing “features 
pertaining to presidential control and congress.” These are not specific features of the original Constitution 
and therefore cannot be used to correctly describe the features that have led to a growth in the power of 
the national government. 
 
In part (c) the response did not earn any points. No point was earned for saying that the First Amendment 
“gives society a voice in government.” This does not explain how Anti-Federalists had concerns about 
preservation of individual liberties or protection from government power. The response did not earn a 
second point because “The Tenth Amendment gave the people the right to vote” does not correctly 
explain that powers delegated to the national government are reserved to the states, or to the people, 
which was an Anti-Federalist concern. 
 
In part (d) the response did not earn a point because no clear explanation is given of how the Due Process 
Clause has altered the balance of power between the state and national governments. The response does 
not discuss the incorporation of elements of the Bill of Rights, which is a necessary part of a correct 
explanation of the Due Process Clause.   
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