AP® FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE EXAM
2014 SCORING GUIDELINES

Identical to Scoring Guidelines used for German, Italian,
and Spanish Language and Culture Exams

Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay

5: STRONG performance in Presentational Writing

o Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task

e Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor
inaccuracies

e Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay

e Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops
a persuasive argument with coherence and detail

e Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices

e Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede
comprehensibility

e Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language

e Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors

e Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some
complex sentences

4: GOOD performance in Presentational Writing

e Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task

e Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies

e Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay

e Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive
argument with coherence

e Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices

e Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility

e Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language

e General control of grammar, syntax and usage

e Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences

3: FAIR performance in Presentational Writing

e Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task

e Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some
inaccuracies

e Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay

e Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive
argument with some coherence

e Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices

e Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility

e Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language

e Some control of grammar, syntax and usage

e Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences
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Identical to Scoring Guidelines used for German, Italian,
and Spanish Language and Culture Exams

: WEAK performance in Presentational Writing

Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task

Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or
inaccurate

Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay

Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive
argument somewhat incoherently

Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices

Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader
Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language

Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage

Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases

: POOR performance in Presentational Writing

Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task

Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant
inaccuracies

Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources

Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent
Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices

Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility

Very few vocabulary resources

Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage

Very simple sentences or fragments

: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Writing

Mere restatement of language from the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic
“I'don’t know,” “I don't understand” or equivalent in any language

Not in the language of the exam

- (hyphen): BLANK (no response)

© 2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Do Not Write Beyond This Border

l\

222222222 2292973

) o Y
b ‘\"YcJM—C il (IL a_ Cevfeinement Ln ﬂr‘ah.!i
ol,,,\yd’ G.»C{'Gw ()Lk d)fo“’ o(e_ Vote @ d»Nfou‘(; or\‘ Q\Dq:sur

i\

a 16 ous?® La a@s#ov\ et g’a
Vicnent qvce écwvuéma, he Sent M

¢
di”  fud 9'\«.9(—0') ou. claines, rgl——u gun‘ﬂ:esf— lmusk

%ﬂ ‘Yt de  yeke :JQ\X N’,uvv_s aciuues
@k - Irf‘éS{Zohsa(Olt a doniner (’e, POUUI@N‘ QA
WBM s‘ov\')' Ped -pulove s Prc,t'-sf? A on avrs
Ja lcst‘ QCLVC“& a%{— lavrecke e% 7&5((_ oOn N
Aeureu'\' DaS a‘ﬂa-sw l&% dw  Vobe & lé ans .
M /V\av»s dans la Sowrce  Nundro L, prése
U dmuwm‘l' hz.s Snph«*sé%c dans [eezud il (c:/rc
\x‘sﬁpr ¢ et cA‘ 8
?‘kaaw, tndividw 2 | |a Capegite dx_ puc h2per
o \k deehon douu,-kvcrabL la palk‘qvcj 4
Mb dﬁ@ejlc\r\& >> Bn:h éur §¢lavx qu& l[ t/, A Cef‘t‘mt«?
t(;mms gu) Sentprity 3 Qm#c.ow a dp%a dewm»\,
m,@h b nluem{' 5&44,1!“ enocre BBE [, diasts BCI:—U.LW
D‘Aﬁ dL‘B lLbUMb 014 LQM Sont d¢)¢ Gorhs /{g_
!&r‘} //m[t% é;alws /$ bont olf,m mz‘es dw«é
Lo fuseels Ao sz&&s A ar it s ?gg#gg a
Lw‘u, avee  plusg A experlentes, of Struples T conclure
N araumuw‘ avee  h beton Qe les aukres

Loty 5 demw/’*«u Curoplencs Utlsent 1%ge de vote

C{éfi M 4/9"5 1/ flu,ou. Aul wne ﬂtéeh-Paur[ E—u;_ga.c’ﬁ'g

-13- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

18piog siy| puohag ejup 10N oq



Do Not Write Beyond This Border

2 2 2222222222222

268 Qo+

A:blerente.

L‘k Sovree  Gppiive D /5'-5}7'-L une S\LAI'@#HJ&‘
+r46 P(/rf/-«‘hm/z. B e d<Lbat: /'(.S IchvS entre /gd_Q/./
ans §0h+ /& QafA‘ dL Ja ﬁoTQt(/cvéDK Ql/c pofe / e

| Bren gv'il y art bmueow des
Uuuw, e J:.;W&. et on ﬂéﬁé«ﬂ_ Ql/ (s 4«9'«% m«‘d/w
ot %41&5, s ne UaFo«f pas aukw/" Qe los@d-nc%
Gro Vak dive Que_ petgiine o Co dibuk gl pes dros

IM,?M-MJr g o Jeres ¢ Votegient pas gw
\/]A-Z\VLL.

Qmsla Sowte. Nuwiivo 1)1"-3’3 M EVC,MM c,xr;uz,
Q,UL, o omoos}l\hm @lb&%ﬁ&r !av_oﬁ,\ vwote &

W K nlst pes Une  de shopide 3> fou tonbaive,

-ﬁul— Wie ea»w()qrake»\ eh‘/*r(_ c:d'k dolde ot /arﬁlél&
/65 —4;:1»1;} ent— Qamw le dvv‘+c(¢v&+¢ en d'“Sa,nJ—ML
/gs gens ond b «‘Sc, bs minres draents Confre [es -émwzs
et Zﬁ‘g Oa pusit de Votzr duw_ A@:@v\ mlcé//‘wfl‘-(
PGJ‘ 4xw~PLL M&M /Mu’év’czllo*-)( 51’1%1/:'6,{‘6 Q."L Paﬂt"a'l‘“(

)(;6 .Ons% O&md- Wan wlev 7&-.«3 dua(/u 1% sl
a\)ﬂ‘u\{—élgdﬂn# e vete | s o P (Lpond
Ave_ les hpwxw,s aua‘xu—"e,w )q M2 e m,%wckc \Am.\,uf‘
Dlﬁb Qs,mm{L ala clc bt de (o V“vwl-x ewe  iealo

BMV\ @,Uc. J’ms.ém Saw& I“u51lr<_ W
’@,nﬂ"dﬁ Vae 1n1’vr{$$azf’f; 1€ Lo 8 %Uc_— Aﬂw‘f"é
nfk,ém‘l’-o OL&% /a Pr‘Lm S Se-wrr-L Mm Moy =A

-14- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

18piog siy 1 puokeg sl JON 0Q



Do Not Write Beyond This Border

2222222222222 22

208 3 ofD

A aisewn. pw /a M.ar?(—c dﬁé |w%@h hwf
P% ottt de Uober 4n0v\ Y\Q 4(/4 (& ane, . Ir IA,
O -ADuA\oMS C[LS (KCQP"?"BMS I)la'vsci‘r /Mac‘s 1/ (.51‘

tgu?qﬂj‘b‘& d45‘7 /O« ZL \Dfo‘}‘LW /& Wtawv S c[uu_.

\I'F@: alors )c_ ﬁ.‘{- 4401/ aF nécessalve dcm}m‘wr
LZ‘&L a’ dole 5 [T onn gl Evielendt,

-15- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

lepiog siy] puokeg ejup 10N 0q



U s s v

DO INOL VIl Doyviiu 1

2222222222352222

| of 2

Quand v etais Seiz¢ ans, '0NAIS QUASLC
oueg 1\ Sa\}o\‘\ij tous. J'avals 0oNSLY QUL Mes
(P rornaate ftaigtsugeccool g que e POYeES
Eaiont Yo\omends betes als maivke nank, o dix-hut
(VS \0 SAiS oue toug qa 'St PAS vl . fvgare
12 (‘stst CJ\\)\'GY\ ne. oloit QAS MoAISSRY \’5«‘6{ cde
J0te O Suze (ns. Je ease=t C(OS QUL cest @
W paYTe oue G Cedte aae, O gst t2l\e en't
m0\\\€0(\o\re. ow e oewk nos dBrevminer lts Onoss de
MOz provale , of AuUSSL pavee. qub tout e
qui ont b ons e‘ﬁm = SoeT Son%‘)
DIV QAT OWTYR cdnoses o pas (e polifiques.
A Seite Ons, on gst 3 YAS \ntuence QOC
AOHZ communauté : 10S cofains, Nos DRSS LS,
ot fami i, (os fadteus paNIAT
»’W\P\\AQ,‘\f\LéL\?OQ'm’\(N\ Ol'l/(\’léwpﬂk’(mn& dui & b ans.
‘EXTQ pewmse QUL pmf—assw\» Didigr Maus @& de l&
4500, quand 1 A que s gjeins qui =
Sk (0 ans (e pas LNCOW dzuzloppfy o
focpns 4 Adeaminte |t choses d¢ manide?
iz obiomel\e. f \'@3& |}, OO A PE saeded
foc coryzaux e SOAT DAS (332 developper
doac, o Be n'a fas le dviiy de vBlor ==
Aussi, e o Lrpiiiencs peronelle Qe

0eS agns aul ot Lo ans ok, OLOMCOUP & Ti\s

-13- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

N ©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

19piog siy| puokeg 8l 10N ©d



Do Not Write Beyond This Border

222222222222 242
JB: Def 2=~

ne sovent Wit de (€S chowS polirique . ef qu,
peud-Jie il o des guns o ent L6 _aws
rutt Connaissent iz gk s poEERER los choses
pntmqws mais (Lsy B pog assez de ces AUS
Pake 0SSy 'aoe do vore Selow le fubleak.,
l&( RS U ov\’r“{ao\c ¥ - 44 8@&@@&1@&;_
ConnPanne € _oing déteche ' fléckons Gaste
O(ﬁs\d@vﬁ\e\\(es ean Browvee o 2oo3, Done, Gi
O\Q/ns qui_sont deix ang plus zme gue uri sz
he Son  CEOPEED. comorennaug oas \oe. A WCOUP,
(QSQ\QJM aw Ont b owns va SowO\r Mong  gué
lu]

Je peinse mmm doit oas adloai€ sey | &lQL de vpie
h b AnS. Lo cevveau nes+ 963 COMD\€¥Q_an‘\’
developply o eceffe Age IR, of owi, (¢ o A4
AeNSs aul ()&V‘h(,mar clans 2 clubs comme
\{UV\\O.’\ thn ale mccwm conme ieeare. Anduing
Eyinioy oul Vet 1'abaissement ge | 0«0&{ de vote
mais i\ u o Veancoup de qens acu ont lo ans
gui_ne sovink vion de oo\mme Donc Pouy ces
mdoﬂs J€ pense gue lMtr: de wote verte a 1€
ans .

-14- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

lapiog sy puokag ajliM 10N 0Q



Do Not Write Beyond This Border

22222222222222%
D\C'/OWQ

Z\ fé ans, an evraut aba;ﬂcf Au VOte.,

? PINEA iy 3 A \/l’eﬂj commehcer

Gkalifadf J’M lmle Qﬂf’/f OLLP /PJ §//£& Pw( /€§

@FAFC’(‘)HS ﬂO!‘n ﬁoﬂr.f &/‘AP /(‘1////1 Vie €h f-? ”leﬁ"p

d(/ /ﬂ< foar/j(’}"? 3 bOmV‘\JS P‘! {’?5

{Ph"ly€< (’/701 \ '€/’ 7/0‘/’/0{5 DOU!’ /PS i(”///)f’f

40//7{ /é 4@%05 les j2 Lh < OOUI/@M 64&// e

((ﬂh(/}:f ce (s

-13- GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

©2014 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

lapiog siy] puoheg elp 10N 04



AP® FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY

Task 2: Persuasive Essay
Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.
Overview

This task assessed writing in the presentational communicative mode by having the student write a
persuasive essay on a given topic while referencing three sources of information about the topic. Students
were first allotted 6 minutes to read the essay topic and the two printed sources. Then they listened to the
one audio source. Afterward, they had 40 minutes to write the essay. The response received a single
holistic score based on how well it accomplished the assigned task. Students needed to be able first to
comprehend the three sources and then to present their different viewpoints. They also had to present
their own viewpoint and defend it thoroughly, using information from all of the sources to support the
essay. As they referred to the sources, they had to identify them appropriately. Furthermore, the essay had
to be organized into clear paragraphs.

The course theme for the persuasive essay task was “la famille et la communauté.” Students had to write a
persuasive essay on the following topic: “Should the voting age be lowered to 167" The first source was a
2012 online article, entitled “No to the Voting Right at 16: Impossible to Exercise Political Judgment at
Such a Young Age.” The article argues against lowering the voting age to 16 mainly because young men
and women below the age of 18 still go to school and are not part of the national political community. The
second source was a graph showing the percentage of the French population that voted in the 2007
presidential election according to sex and age. The third source was a radio interview of a high school
student leader who supports the right to vote at 16.

Sample: 2A
Score: b

The topic is treated effectively in this essay with a high degree of comprehensibility and integration of all
three sources. The student’'s own viewpoint is well defended and presented in a persuasive manner. The
essay is fully understandable with ease and clarity of expression. There are a few errors which do not
impede comprehensibility (“il n’y a aucune raison pour la France a étre differente”; “tous les arguments”; “il
conclure”). There is clear evidence of good organization as the essay is divided into paragraphs and the
student effectively uses transitional elements (“bien que”; “au contraire”; “a mon avis”). Overall, the
grammatical and syntactical structures are correct. The essay includes a wide variety of simple,
compound, and complex sentences (“A mon avis, la loi actuelle est correcte et juste: on ne devrait pas
abaisser I'dge du vote a 16 ans”). The essay is an example of strong presentational writing and earned a

score of b.

Sample: 2B
Score: 3

The essay demonstrates suitable treatment of the task as the student’'s own viewpoint is presented and
defended (“je pense qu'on ne doit pas abaisser I'dge de vote a seize ans”; “il y a beaucoup de gens qui ont
16 ans qui ne savent rien de politique”). The essay demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of
the sources with direct reference to Sources 1 and 2 and an implicit reference to Source 3 (“a seize ans, on
est trés infuencé par notre communauté: nos copains, nos professeurs, notre famille"). The essay is
generally understandable with basic control of grammar and syntax, but there are some grammatical and
idiomatic mistakes (“quand j'étais seize ans"; “professeur Didier Maus a de la raison"; “de les"; “a
comprenné”). As a result, the essay demonstrates fair performance in presentational writing and earned a
score of 3.
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AP® FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2014 SCORING COMMENTARY

Task 2: Persuasive Essay (continued)

Sample: 2C
Score: 1

The essay contains almost no treatment of the topic within the context of the task. It minimally suggests
the student’s own viewpoint on the topic (“A 16 ans, on devrait abaisser du vote”) but the argument is
incoherent and barely understandable (“Les jeunes devrent commencer abaissent du vote parce-que les
filles et les garcons sont leur que iriait vie en le temp du les présidents”). There are very few vocabulary
resources as evidenced by the essay’s extreme brevity. There is little or no organization and little or no
control of grammar, syntax, and usage. Therefore, the essay demonstrates poor performance in
presentational writing and earned a score of 1.
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