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Question 1

 
BASIC CORE (competence) 0–7 Points
 
1. Has acceptable thesis.                          1 Point 

• The thesis must address at least one connection between regional issues and European 
struggles for global power using the documents.

• The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the specified conclusion of the 
essay. 

• The thesis may appear as one sentence or multiple sentences. 
• A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs is unacceptable.
• A thesis that merely restates the prompt is unacceptable. 
• The thesis cannot be counted for credit in any other category. 

 
2. Understands the basic meaning of documents.              1 Point

• Students must address all nine of the documents. 
• Students must demonstrate understanding of the basic meaning of at least eight 

documents. 
• Students may demonstrate the basic meaning of a document by grouping it in regard to 

regional issues or European struggles for global power. 
• Merely restating verbatim or quoting the content of the documents without providing 

context does not adequately demonstrate an understanding of basic meaning. 
 
3. Supports thesis with appropriate evidence from all or all but one document. 

For 2 points:
2 Points

• Specific and accurate evidence of regional issues or European struggles for global power 
must be explicitly drawn from a minimum of eight

• A document that is simply listed does not count as using the document as evidence. 
 documents.

For 1 point:
• Specific and accurate evidence of regional issues or European struggles for global power 

must be explicitly drawn from a minimum of seven
• A document that is simply listed does not count as using the document as evidence. 

 documents.

 
4. Analyzes point of view in at least two documents.                 1 Point

Students must correctly analyze point of view in at least two documents.
• Point of view explains why this particular person might have this particular opinion or 

what particular feature informs the author’s point of view. 
• Students must move beyond mere description by explaining a document’s tone, the 

characteristics of the author, the intended audience, and/or how the intended outcome 
may have influenced the author’s opinion.  

• Students may challenge the veracity of the author’s opinion or point of view, but they must 
move beyond a mere statement that the author is “biased” by providing some plausible 
analysis. 

• Mere attribution is not sufficient. Attribution is copying or repeating information verbatim 
from the source line of the document. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 

5. Analyzes documents by grouping them in three ways. 1 Point
• Students must explicitly and correctly group the documents in three ways. 
• A minimum of two documents (used appropriately) constitutes a group or subgroup.
• Groupings must coherently address specific regional issues or European struggles for 

global power. 
• Groupings may be geographic or thematic. 

 
6. Identifies and explains the need for one type 

of appropriate additional document or source.                                                            1 Point  
Students must identify an appropriate additional document, source, or voice and explain 
how the document or source will contribute to analysis of either a regional issue or 
European struggle for global power. 

 
Subtotal 7 Points
 
EXPANDED CORE (excellence) 0–2 Points
 
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. The basic core score of 7 must be achieved before a student can 
earn expanded core points. 
 
Examples:

• Provides consistent discussion of the connection between regional issues and European struggles 
for global power throughout the essay. 

• Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. 
• Goes well beyond the minimally acceptable thesis. 
• Shows careful and insightful analysis of the documents.

o Recognizes the historical context of the documents. 
o Recognizes change and continuity in the relationship. 
o Analyzes all nine documents. 
o Explains corroboration and links between documents. 

• Uses documents persuasively as evidence. 
• Analyzes point of view in most or all documents: provides thoughtful analysis of authors’ 

background, intended audience, tone, or historical context. 
• Includes groupings beyond the three required.
• Brings in accurate and relevant “outside” historical context. 
• Explains why additional types of document(s) or sources are needed. 

o Identifies more than one type of appropriate additional document. 
o Provides a sophisticated explanation of why the additional document will contribute to 

analysis. 
o Integrates request(s) for additional document(s) into the essay and into a broader analysis. 

 
Subtotal 2 points
 
Total 9 points
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Question 1
 
Overview
 
Students were asked to analyze the connections between regional issues and European struggles for global 
power in the mid-18th century. The Seven Years’ War was clearly the global struggle that was meant to 
frame student answers, yet this was not stated in the historical background or explicitly stated in the 
documents. Students with deep knowledge of 18th century world, United States, or European history 
successfully understood the context of the question. The wording of the question led some students to 
group the documents geographically or to frame their responses as a purely European phenomenon. 
Although a map was given to help the students place the global areas identified in the documents, a 
historical description of the Seven Years’ War may have helped students better understand the context of 
the documents.
 
Most of the source attributions gave students ample opportunity to assess point of view and to explain the 
need for an additional document. A lack of visual or quantitative sources provided students with an 
obvious choice for an additional document.
 
The scoring guidelines asked students to make connections between regional issues and European 
struggles for global power only in the thesis, while all other score points could be earned by focusing on 
either regional issues or European struggles for global power.
 
Sample: 1A
Score: 8
 
The student presents a clear thesis in the introduction, focusing on the connection between European 
struggles for global power and the regional issues that they had to overcome to expand their power: native 
alliances, trade cooperation, diplomatic negotiation, and peace (1 point). The student addresses and 
understands all nine documents (1 point) and uses them all as evidence (2 points). Point of view is 
presented in documents 9, 2, 8, 7, and the 4/3 group (1 point). The student groups the documents in three 
ways: Economic Stability (documents 6 and 9), Native American Alliances (documents 2 and 7), and 
Austro-Prussian reliance on alliances (documents 3 and 4) (1 point). There are two successful attempts at 
an additional document, one from the perspective of a smuggler and the other from a merchant’s 
perspective (1 point). The essay was granted an additional point in the expanded core for point of view and 
the overall framing of the response with emphasis on connections (1 point).
 
Sample: 1B
Score: 5
 
The student presents a weak thesis in the introduction with a stronger restatement in the conclusion, 
focusing on political and economic dominance that led to regional and global issues, specifically Saxony-
Prussia and colonial resistance (1 point). The student addresses and understands all nine documents (1 
point) and uses them all as evidence (2 points). Point of view is presented only in document 9, with a 
weaker attempt in document 3, so the response received no credit. The student groups the documents in 
four ways: Austro-Prussian struggle (documents 3 and 4), Colonial Alliances (documents 1 and 5), Failed 
Colonial Alliances (documents 2 and 8), and Colonial Trade (documents 6, 9, and 7) (1 point). There are two 
unsuccessful attempts at an additional document, one in the introduction and the other in the conclusion, 
that fail due to a lack of explanation.
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Question 1 (continued) 

 
Sample: 1C
Score: 2
 
The student presents a weak thesis in the introduction with a stronger restatement in the conclusion, 
focusing on regional battles that escalated to global struggles for power (1 point). The student addresses 
only four documents (documents 7, 5, 3, and 4) and received no credit; the essay uses all of the addressed 
documents as evidence, but it needed to use at least seven to receive credit and therefore received no 
credit. Point of view is presented only in document 7, so the response received no credit. The student 
groups the documents in only two ways: French-British conflict in North America (documents 7 and 5) and 
Austro-Prussian War (documents 3 and 4) and received no credit. There is a successful attempt at an 
additional document on the last page (1 point).
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