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Question 2 
 

6 points 
 
Part (a): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for each of two correct descriptions of the functions of political parties in elections 
including: 
 

• Provide cues for voters 
• Provide a platform of issues 
• Recruit candidates for government office 
• Nominate candidates for government 

office 

• Raise funds for their candidates’ 
campaigns 

• Support for candidates’ campaigns 
• Mobilize voters and get out the votes 

 
Part (b): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for the correct description of a role of political parties within Congress to promote the 
party’s public policy agenda: 
 

• Leadership positions in Congress are assigned on a party basis. 
• Party leaders articulate legislative policy priorities of the party. 
• Party leaders facilitate legislative policy priorities of the party. 
• Majority party selects committee chairs who promote the party’s legislative priorities in committee. 
• Majority party appoints and controls the standing committees. 
• Majority party controls floor debates. 
• Majority party controls the rules and calendar favorable to majority party’s policy priorities. 

 
Part (c): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for an explanation of how each of the following factors has weakened the influence of 
political parties over the political process: 
 

• Direct primaries: Gives parties less control over the nomination process of candidates; candidates 
appeal directly to voters and bypass parties; candidates may win who are not favored by the party 
elite. 
 

• Candidate-centered campaigns: Candidates appeal directly to voters; candidates can raise money 
by appealing to voters or PACs directly; candidates choose their own issues to campaign on. 

 
Part (d): 1 point 
 
One point is earned for an explanation of how party polarization has strengthened party influence in 
Congress: 
 

Members of political parties vote along party line; therefore they are less likely to cross party lines 
to vote with the other party. 

 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is completely off task or is on task but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Question 2 
 
Overview 
 
The question examined students’ knowledge of roles of political parties in elections and government. Part (a) 
asked students to describe two functions of political parties in elections. In part (b) students were asked to 
describe a role of political parties within Congress. In part (c) students were asked to explain how direct 
primaries and candidate-centered campaigns weakened political parties. Finally, in part (d) students were 
asked to explain how party polarization strengthened political parties in Congress. 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing the function of providing a 
platform of issues that “create a strong party base.” One point was earned for describing the function of 
political parties raising funds for their candidates’ campaigns.  
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for describing the role of the majority party in selecting committee 
chairs who promote their party’s legislative priorities in committee.   
 
In part (c), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for explaining that the direct primary 
weakens the influence of the political party by giving parties less control over the nomination of the 
candidate by noting that the nomination power “has been taken away from them and they no longer have 
direct influence over what candidate will be chosen.” One point was earned for explaining how candidate-
centered campaigns have weakened the influence of political parties by explaining that “voters are 
beginning to pay less attention to the party than the candidate, and the candidate can stray away from 
what the party wants.” 
 
In part (d), the response earned 1 point for explaining how party polarization strengthens political parties in 
Congress by articulating that “members of Congress are more likely to vote in their party’s favor if there is a 
big divide in ideology, increasing the party influence in Congress.” 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for providing cues for voters by describing 
that “people tend to make quick judgments and decisions on candidates based on the party to which they 
represent.” A second point was earned for noting that political parties raise funds for their candidates.  
 
In part (b) the response failed to earn a point because it focuses on having a majority and does not describe 
a role or activity of the party within Congress presented on the rubric.  
 
In part (c), the response earned 1 point. It failed to earn a point for explaining how direct primaries have 
weakened the influence of the political party because the response states the “the candidates have already 
been chosen”. It earned 1 point for explaining how candidate-centered campaigns have weakened the 
influence of political parties by recognizing “that people no longer look to which party is being represented, 
but instead which candidate they prefer.” 
 
In part (d) the response failed to earn a point for explaining how party polarization has strengthened political 
parties in Congress because it focuses on the role of the individual congressman and not on the political 
party as a whole.  
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a), the response failed to earn points for describing two functions of political parties in elections. 
The description of linkage institution fails to specify what the political parties do within elections. The 
description of providing voter cues demonstrates what the voters do and not what the political party does. 
 
In part (b) the response failed to earn a point for describing the role of political parties within Congress. 
The focus of the response is on electing people to Congress, not on what the party does within Congress. 
 
In part (c), the response earned 1 point. It failed to earn a point for explaining how a direct primary 
weakened political party influence because it is explaining a blanket primary instead of a direct primary. 
The response earned 1 point for candidate-centered campaigns by explaining that candidates choose their 
own issues to campaign on and “campaigns are now more focused on the candidate and his beliefs versus 
the party and their beliefs.” 
 
In part (d) the response failed to earn a point for explaining how party polarization has strengthened 
political parties in Congress because it is focusing on having a majority in Congress. 
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