AP® MACROECONOMICS
2013 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 2

bpoints(1+1+1+1+1)

CONSUMER GOODS

CAPITAL GOODS

(a) 1 point:
e One point is earned for answering both goods.

(b) 1 point:
e One point is earned for showing point A on the production possibilities curve.

(c) 1 point:
e One point is earned for showing point C inside the production possibilities curve.

(d) 1 point:
e One point is earned for identifying an expansionary fiscal policy, such as increasing
government spending or decreasing taxes.

(e) 1 point:
e One point is earned for stating that SRAS will increase because wages and some other
production costs decrease during a recession.
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AP® MACROECONOMICS
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2
Overview

Part (a) asked the students about opportunity costs on the provided graph. Part (b) tested their ability to draw
a point on the graph showing full employment. Part (c) asked the students to plot a point on their previously
drawn graph to show a recession graphically. Part (d) asked students to identify fiscal policy actions in regard
to a recession. Part (d) asked students to explain what happened to the short-run aggregate supply curve in
the long run, when there is no policy action taken.

Sample: 2A
Score: b

The student answers all parts of the question correctly and so earned 5 points.

Sample: 2B
Score: 3

The student earned 1 point in part (b) and 1 point in part (c) for correctly redrawing the production possibility
curve and showing points A and C on the graph. The student earned 1 point in part (d) for correctly
indentifying fiscal policies to address the recession.

Sample: 2C
Score: 2

The student earned 1 point in part (b) and 1 point in part (c) for correctly redrawing the production possibility
curve and showing points A and C on the graph.
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