EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2013 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very thorough
and appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
response

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an appropriate
but incomplete answer

e Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

o Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation
sometimes necessitate special
listener effort

Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener
effort

Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

e (learly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon't understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

e Not in Japanese

e Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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2013 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluated speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students
respond as part of a simulated conversation. It comprised a statement in English identifying an
interlocutor and conversation topic, and a series of four related utterances in Japanese. Students
engaged in a conversation with Yumiko Tanaka, a Japanese student, about working. Students were
expected to (a) respond to Yumiko's opening statement, (b) give some examples of part-time work their
classmates do, (c) state their opinion about whether high school students should or should not work, and
(d) offer advice to those wanting to work part-time.

Students had 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the four responses received a
holistic score based on how well it accomplished the assigned task, and all four scores counted equally in
calculating the total score.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

EHZFLALLLBEWLET, [name of candidate] & FH L F 9, HD, FAIL [name of school]
DERZAFETTND, BEVRFRELAS EHA, TH, RRITANL FOZ L2, O, BERH
DETHND,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt by stating (&€ 9 F XA L < BFEAWL £

TISA RO LN BERAH Y F 77> 5) and provides a thorough and appropriate response,
including elaboration and detail (... Ff& Z4AFAETT N0 H, HE VKA H Y FHA). The flow of
expression and pacing are natural. Pronunciation is virtually error free. The register and style are
appropriate, including keigo (Ff L % 7). Rich vocabulary (##§) enhances the quality of the answer. The
response correctly uses complex sentences with cohesive devices and appropriate conjunctions
(CT94 72 5; TH). This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
XU F LT, FAlXlname of candidate] T3, umm
FZ. . TAVIOERAFELETT, T b, D, BV FEHA, LALIBENLET,

Commentary
This response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer by stating
(EALSBBEWLET; 731 3 H D £ A). The response flows smoothly and the pace is

generally consistent. An error in pronunciation (Z Z ) does not necessitate special listener effort. The
use of register and style are appropriate to the situation. The response contains limited but appropriate
vocabulary. More detail or elaboration, complex structures, and a variety of vocabulary would have earned
this response a higher score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
TV, o2&, 2ok, TS b, &, LTH, THFEHFA, TS MIEThp, 20T
To A2

Commentary

The response attempts to address the prompt (77 /L7341 ) but produces an incomprehensible answer
(T 31 MiEE TH T T T). The student responds to the greeting minimally (V). The labored
expression with frequent hesitation (2.2 & . Z o &) and repetition (7 /L2531 K% 7 L34 FE)
interferes with comprehensibility and necessitates constant listener effort. This response suggests lack of
competence in interpersonal speaking.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

SO, FILEBAEIIKREIIWAAURT NVSA 3, shy T2HEEWETITE, < SA0ERET, H
D, w7 FFIVREN, ZOWVWHIBRIEWNWRT7—ARTZ7—FKDOVLVA NI TEHIWTWAS S LWTT,
ELITE, HD, RE—v v F—Lo HO, WAALREENRH YD F I sssss K,

Commentary

The response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and detail. It has a natural flow of expression.
Pronunciation is clear and virtually error-free. The register and style used is consistent and appropriate to the
situation. It has a range of appropriate vocabulary and uses excellent grammar and syntax with a minimal
particle error in 7 /V23A k23, sh. T 5.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
Z—& ., 12< & uh FAEIFuh A—/3—=(Z uh, uh 7L b B3B3, THLFEIL uh
KIKD 27 Z 71 uh TANRA F3H Y E3, 130,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate answer but lacks elaboration or detail. It has a generally consistent pace with unnatural
and frequent hesitation. However, the expression itself flows naturally. There are no pronunciation errors that
necessitate special listener effort. The response consistently uses the register and style appropriate to the
situation. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited to basic words (7K#K). The grammar and syntax are also
appropriate and error-free. A greater variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures would have earned this
response a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
FE, U —~t, O, T/3A %, % [long pause]

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt and provides
an appropriate but incomplete answer. Limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures and insufficient
vocabulary prevent the speaker from finishing the utterance and earning a higher score. The unclear
pronunciation of the word “Walmart” (7 # —<1t ) and frequent hesitation necessitate listener effort and result
in fragmented language.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

FLoEZ L LTE, @REIRT VAL b2 LTROLGEROWEBNET, [ s, &R mRE
TAORMPMEEND, TN, M2 LTHE, bEVHMT OR[N R< 725, OT, ahh
LTCARWGRNNE BnET

Commentary

This response suggests excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a very thorough and appropriate answer with elaboration (=% 4E XL R 3 5 REfE] S 4B
TNUNRA N LTHEHFTVMRET HERN72 < 72 5). The flow of expression and the pacing are
natural and pronunciation is virtually error-free. The appropriate register and style are used consistently.
The response has a range of appropriate vocabulary and shows excellent use of grammar and syntax, with
no errors. The dropping of V> of L TV % and L TV 72\ as observed in the response is common and
natural in oral conversations.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
bDO, TANRAL FDITEH, B, THOEBRNNTT, (Wi, HO, K<, uh F uh
FEBR, TS A b REER, uh B B < OB, uh T4, DTV ERNET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate answer. The strained or unnatural flow of expression does not interfere
with comprehensibility. The pace is generally consistent with some unnatural hesitation and repetition.
The register and style are appropriate and consistent. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The use
of grammatical and syntactic structures is generally appropriate, but with some errors (32 D 573 ;

8 < OFEER). A greater variety of vocabulary and more controlled usage of grammar and syntax would
have earned this response a higher score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
ahhh x> &, 7/L3A K725, ahh L, L72E95 LWTT, um, %, Mz LETh s

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It attempts to address the prompt
but produces an incomprehensible utterance. The labored expression with frequent hesitation and
mispronunciation (IX 9 L) interferes with comprehensibility and necessitates constant listener effort.
The vocabulary is insufficient and the limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures results in
fragmented language. A clear and direct response to the prompt would have earned this response a higher
score.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

TIWNA b LlcWwie b, ahh VA FT U TIELRWT, b oL ahh
Ly <7ZnWa—, T&—2, ah

TISAt, TANRA MG TCIEZonT7Zan, £L T, AN, umm
ERTAT A 6. BRI TEHWTL 2 &0,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt by
offering more than one piece of advice and including elaboration and detail. The flow of expression is
smooth with natural pace with minimal hesitation. The appropriate register and style are used
consistently. Using the word 72 A7), a less formal version of 7212 7)>, is acceptable in this situation.

A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used and excellent use of grammar and syntax is exhibited.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response
HO, FA&, uh, FRT, @IROST, DI DB, TN b & —HEIZ, uh
TANL R, uh, s= Ly TDHAE, HO, WHAT % uh, L, T3 FB00EENET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and is
appropriate. The flow of expression is strained because of unnatural hesitation and repetition. Otherwise,
the pace is generally consistent. The error in the pronunciation (f#158->-31F, -21F %) disrupts the flow
but does not interfere with comprehensibility, nor does it necessitate special listener effort. The style is
appropriate to the situation. The vocabulary is mostly appropriate but limited; there are some issues with
collocation (7 /L/3A ~, & —#IZ, WWWwNT X% uh, L. 95). The use of grammatical and
syntactic structures is mostly appropriate. The response would be stronger with more elaboration or detail,
as well as a more appropriate and accurate use of vocabulary and grammatical structures,
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response
uhh 7234 b—, O—_ LW AIX, umm, um, fEEFIZ, 17< D, 17<. @ « « TWHhiawn

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt
and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. The labored expression, frequent hesitation, and
repetition interfere with comprehensibility and necessitate constant listener effort. Insufficient vocabulary
and limited control of grammar are evident. This response could have earned a higher score had it been
expressed in a complete and proper statement.
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