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HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
SECTION II 

Time—75 minutes 
Percent of total score—50 

 
 

Directions:  You have 75 minutes to answer all three of the following questions. It is recommended that you spend 
approximately one-third of your time (25 minutes) on each question. It is suggested that you take up to 5 minutes of 
this time to plan and outline each answer. While a formal essay is not required, it is not enough to answer a question 
by merely listing facts. Illustrate your answers with substantive geographic examples where appropriate. Be sure  
that you number each of your answers, including individual parts, in this booklet as the questions are numbered 
below. 
 
 
 1. The high-tech centers of Silicon Valley in California and the Research Triangle in North Carolina developed in 

the past 40 years.  

A. Discuss the following three factors that contributed to the rise of such industrial regions. 

1. Investment capital 

2. Labor 

3. Government 

B. Define the concept of agglomeration and explain its role in the continuing expansion of such regions. 
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POPULATION AGE 65 OR OLDER IN 2000 AND 2050 (in percent) 
Country Population Age  

65 or Older, 2000 
(percent) 

Population Age  
65 or Older, 2050 

(percent) 

Change in Proportion  
65 Years or Older 

(percent) 

Belgium 17 28  65 

Denmark 15 24  59 

Japan 17 32  86 

Russian Federation 13 25  100 

Ukraine 14 27  91 

United Kingdom 16 25  56 

 
 2. The average age of the population in selected developed countries listed in the table above has been increasing. 

A. Identify and explain two reasons that the average population age is increasing in developed countries. 

B. Identify and explain one social consequence and one economic consequence that countries face as their 
populations age. 

 

 
 
 

 3. Over the past 150 years, railroad and highway systems influenced patterns of urban growth in the United States. 

A. Identify and explain one way that railroads affected the size and one way that railroads affected the form of 
cities in the United States between 1870 and 1920. 

B. Identify and explain two ways that the Interstate Highway System affected cities in the United States 
between 1950 and today. 

 

 
STOP 

 
END OF EXAM 

© 2013 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 

https://www.collegeboard.org

	AP® Human Geography 
	2013 Free-Response Questions 
	About the College Board 

	HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
	SECTION II 
	Percent of total score—50 






Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		ap13_frq_human_geography.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


