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Question 3 
 

The score should reflect the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only 40 minutes to 
read and write; the paper, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by standards 
appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the paper as a draft, making certain to reward 
students for what they do well. 
 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into a holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case should an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics score higher than a 2. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for the score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or particularly impressive in their 
control of language. 

 
8 – Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position on the relationship between ownership and 
sense of self. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing, and the argument is 
especially coherent and well developed. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide 
range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless.  
 

7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for the score of 6 but provide a more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 
 

6 – Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position on the relationship between ownership and 
sense of self. The evidence and explanations used are appropriate and sufficient, and the argument is 
coherent and adequately developed. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the 
prose is clear.  
 

5 Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position on the relationship between ownership and sense of 
self. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas.  

 
4 – Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position on the relationship between ownership and 
sense of self. The evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or unconvincing.  The 
argument may have lapses in coherence or be inadequately developed. The prose generally conveys the 
student’s ideas but may be inconsistent in controlling the elements of effective writing.  
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Question 3 (continued)  
 

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4 but demonstrate less success in  
developing a position on the relationship between ownership and sense of self. The essays may 
show less maturity in control of writing.  

 
2 – Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position on the relationship 
between ownership and sense of self. These essays may misunderstand the prompt, or substitute a simpler 
task by responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. 
The prose often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of 
development or organization, or a lack of coherence and control. 
 

1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for the score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation and argument, weak in their control of language, or especially 
lacking in coherence. 

 
0 Indicates an off-topic response, one that merely repeats the prompt, an entirely crossed-out 

response, a drawing, or a response in a language other than English. 
 
        —    Indicates an entirely blank response. 
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Question 3 
 
Overview 
 
This year’s argument prompt raised the question, “What does it mean to own something?” followed by a 
brief account of three Western philosophers’ views on ownership. Students were then directed to “think 
about the differing views of ownership” and to “explain your position on the relationship between 
ownership and sense of self,” drawing support for their arguments from reading, experience, or 
observation. 

The question was intended to provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their rhetorical skills by 
formulating convincing, original arguments — articulating claims and substantiating them with 
appropriate and sufficient evidence and explanation. The positions taken by Plato, Aristotle, and Sartre on 
the meaning of “ownership” were provided in the prompt to “jump start” students’ thinking about the 
abstract concepts they needed to juggle in formulating their arguments: ownership and sense of self. To 
argue successfully, students needed to ascend to an even higher level of abstraction — to consider the 
“relationship” between the abstract concepts of ownership and sense of self. By requiring students to think 
and write at this level of abstraction, the prompt was intended to elicit students’ skills in defining and 
defending the terms of their arguments; they needed to clarify their understandings of ownership and 
sense of self as they asserted their positions on how these two concepts are related. While the question 
demanded abstract thought, successfully defining and explaining the terms of their arguments typically 
required students to demonstrate the ability to present abstractions in terms of concrete examples and 
illustrations. 

 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 8 
 
The essay opens with an abstract but effective exploration of ownership and considers whether it applies to 
both tangible and intangible objects. The essay extends the explanation by examining how the student both 
physically owns a copy of Voltaire’s Candide and intangibly owns the ideas gleaned from Candide because 
the “experience and memory of reading” the text has added to the student’s sense of self. Although the 
student is somewhat redundant in expressing the relationship between ownership and self, the student 
effectively connects the teachings and traditions of Judaism to the student’s personal philosophy of 
ownership and sense of self, describing “a history of persecution” and a value system that honors the 
acquisition of “knowledge and learning.” The essay transitions to examining how owning one’s sense of self 
is “attractive because it gives [the student] a feeling of permanence” in a world where the student has been 
“taught to question” beliefs. However, the student reflects that personal “experiences,” “memories,” and a 
“core set of values” allow a return to stasis when the student feels bombarded by uncertainty, particularly in 
the example of going to college, where personal beliefs and a sense of self can be tested. Although the 
student repetitively refers to this sense of “permanence” as an “anchor,” the overall discussion in the 
conclusion of the essay provides a convincing explanation of the relationship between ownership and self. 
The essay earned a score of 8 for its sophisticated argument and its consistent ability to control a wide range 
of the elements of effective writing. 
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Question 3 (continued) 

 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
The student opens the argument by defending Jean-Paul Sartre’s position that an individual can own both 
tangible and intangible things and by explaining that “finding your own sense of ownership to where you 
belong in this world, helps you discover your own true self.” The student offers an adequate discussion of 
finding a sense of self on a return visit to Ireland, recounting first the strong sense of cultural identify that 
existed when the student lived with family in Ireland. Upon returning to America, the student reflected on a 
“lost sense of … ownership” from forfeiting his or her Irish heritage for “newfound opportunities in academics 
and athletics”; however, the student argues that a return to Ireland ultimately brought back a sense of self. 
While the prose is generally clear, the student struggles somewhat with repetitive ideas, and the discussion 
of the relationship between ownership and sense of self in The Great Gatsby is limited: the student has 
difficulty connecting the example of Jay Gatsby with the question posed in the prompt. The summary at the 
end of the essay does not add any further evidence to support the student’s argument. The essay earned a 5 
for its uneven development in arguing the relationship between ownership and sense of self. 

Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
The essay achieves little success in developing a position on the relationship between ownership and sense 
of self. The opening paragraph demonstrates a consistent weakness in expressing the student’s position that 
“[o]wnership and sense of self are different, but both connect.” The student attempts to respond to the task 
by defining ownership and agreeing with Aristotle’s claim that ownership and moral character go hand in 
hand but fails to provide any specific evidence as support. Unsubstantiated claims about how ownership 
teaches “responsibility” and develops “self identity” fail to assist the student in articulating and supporting a 
position on the relationship between ownership and sense of self. The essay received a 2 for its lack of 
development and organization and its consistent weakness in the control of language. 
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