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Question 2 
(D. H. Lawrence’s The Rainbow) 

 
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 
point above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than 
a 3. 
 
9–8 These essays offer a persuasive analysis of how Lawrence employs literary devices to characterize 

the woman and capture her situation. These essays make a strong case for the student’s 
interpretation. They may consider a variety of literary devices, and they engage the text through 
apt and specific references. Although these essays may not be error-free, their perceptive analysis 
is apparent in writing that is clear and effectively organized. Essays scored a 9 reveal more 
sophisticated analysis and more effective control of language than do essays scored an 8. 

 
7–6 These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how Lawrence employs literary devices to characterize 

the woman and capture her situation. The essays offer a sustained, competent reading of the 
passage, with attention to a variety of literary devices. Although these essays may not be error-free 
and are less perceptive or less convincing than 9–8 essays, they present ideas with clarity and 
control and refer to the text for support. Essays scored a 7 present better developed analysis and 
more consistent command of the elements of effective composition than do essays scored a 6. 

 
 5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the passage but tend to be 

superficial or thin in their discussion of how Lawrence employs literary devices to characterize the 
woman and capture her situation. While containing some analysis of the passage, implicit or 
explicit, the discussion of how literary devices contribute to characterizing the woman and 
capturing her situation may be slight, and support from the passage may tend toward summary or 
paraphrase. While these essays demonstrate adequate control of language, they may be marred by 
surface errors. These essays are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as 7–6 essays. 

 
4–3 These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the passage. The analysis may be 

partial, unconvincing, or irrelevant; the writers may ignore how Lawrence employs literary devices 
or how the woman and her situation are characterized and captured. These essays may be 
characterized by an unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas, an absence of textual support, or 
an accumulation of errors. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading, demonstrate 
inept writing, or do both. 

 
2–1 These essays compound the weaknesses of the essays in the 4–3 score range. They may feature 

persistent misreading of the passage or be unacceptably brief. They may contain pervasive errors 
that interfere with understanding. Although some attempt has been made to respond to the 
prompt, the student’s ideas are presented with little clarity, organization, or support from the 
passage. Essays scored a 1 contain little coherent discussion of the passage. 

 
0 These essays give a response that is completely off topic or inadequate; there may be some mark 

or a drawing or a brief reference to the task. 
 
—- These essays are entirely blank.  
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Question 2 
 
Overview 
 
Students were asked to carefully read a passage from D. H. Lawrence’s early-20th-century novel The 
Rainbow (1915) and to write an essay analyzing how Lawrence employs literary devices to characterize the 
woman and capture her situation. 
 
Students were prompted to focus on the female character in the passage as she begins to come into a new 
stage of self-awareness and to analyze how the author uses literary devices to characterize her. Further, 
students were invited to analyze how literary devices were employed by the author to capture the 
woman’s situation as depicted in the passage. The question was designed to assess students’ ability to 
read closely for detail and nuance and to choose for analysis appropriate literary devices employed by the 
author as vehicles to convey the character and her situation. Because no particular device was specified, 
students were presented with the additional important of task of identifying literary devices and then 
analyzing how they are used. 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
This persuasive analysis demonstrates sophistication of thought from the beginning, describing the 
woman accurately as someone who “ultimately seeks to venture from the comfort of the quotidian rural 
life,” and maintains the promise of the introduction throughout the essay. In the second paragraph the 
student analyzes the contrast between the men, whose experience is “visceral and tangible,” with the 
woman, whose “desire is ideal and romantic.” The analysis foregrounds literary devices, but rather than 
merely listing examples, the essay develops a discussion about each device and shows how it contributes 
to the larger characterization of the woman and her situation. By exploring images, rhetorical questions, 
and repetition, the student methodically builds a convincing case for the woman’s desire to understand 
the unknown and to achieve liberation through knowledge. For example, the student identifies the device 
of “rhetorical questions” as an example of the woman’s “persistance [sic] and burgeoning desperation to 
understand” the world. The student references the vicar during the discussion about the rhetorical 
questions but merely concludes that his power “lies in his learnedness — his knowledge.” The student also 
identifies repetition, and more specifically anaphora, but rather than exploring another aspect of the 
woman’s character and situation, instead focuses again on her persistence. The conclusion does not offer 
any new insight but does return confidently to the thesis. The student also demonstrates effective control 
of language and the elements of composition throughout the essay. 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 6  
 
This essay identifies the contrasts in the passage, namely between the Brangwen men and the woman 
and between the husband and the vicar. The student then attempts to develop the essay around those 
contrasts, but the analysis is supported with attention only to vague “intimate details” and “very detailed 
diction,” and the discussion about the men becomes a repetitive assertion. The essay at times also 
demonstrates less control over language than would be found in essays in the higher range, including the 
statement that the “reader can imagine that the men would describe their life just as how the narration 
portrayed it.” However, when the essay turns to the woman, the student is able to analyze diction to show 
how the woman is distant from the things she desires — not just physically but also from reality, which is a 
reasonable observation. More problems with language control are evident in this paragraph, as well as 
when the student discusses how each paragraph cannot be “seen” as “positive” or “negative.” The specific 
comparison of the husband to the vicar supports the essay’s controlling thesis, but the comparison is 
reduced to her husband as someone who is “dull and local,” and the implications of the descriptions of the 
vicar as “dark and dry” are not developed. The student concludes that the vicar “holds power” over the 
woman’s husband, which, the student asserts, suggests why the woman “craved to achieve this higher 
being.” The observations, ultimately, are reasonable, but more simplistic and less convincing than those 
presented in essays that earned scores in the higher range. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 4 
 
This essay has moments of analysis throughout, but the student struggles to control organization and 
development, often moving back and forth among ideas with little clear connection. The first paragraph 
identifies a focus on juxtaposition and repetition, and it claims that these devices are used to “stress the 
roles assigned to the specific sexes.” This focus is different from the direction of the prompt and 
consequently leads to a partial analysis. In the second paragraph the student focuses on the repetition of 
the word “enough,” concluding that this repetition “stresses contentment as well as reflecting men as 
overly simple and uncivilized.” The student then moves into speculation about an “almost pre-christian 
[sic] existence,” further diverging from the task that the prompt outlined. The analysis moves to focus on 
the woman, asserting that she is “facing the civilized world” and arguing that a reference to roads is 
symbolic of civilization. That unconvincing point is reinforced by a claim that the woman’s watching from 
the front of the house is another sign of her submissiveness. Such a reading is only a partial analysis of that 
key textual moment and is inadequate to illuminate the text as a whole. The student does not discuss the 
second half of the passage and its description of the vicar, concluding with a central description of the 
woman as “submissive to the man.” This is a partial analysis of both the woman and her situation, but it is 
not a misreading and the writing is competent—therefore the essay earned a score of 4. 
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