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AP Seminar Rubric 2017: End-of-Course Exam
Part A, Questions 1to 3

‘ Performance Levels

Content Area/ Points
Row Proficiency Low Medium High (Max)
1 Understand The response misstates the author’s The response identifies, in part and with ~ The response accurately identifies the
and Analyze argument, main idea, or thesis. some accuracy, the author’s argument, author’s argument, main idea, or thesis.
Argument main idea, or thesis.
1 2 3 3
2 Understand The response correctly identifies at least  The response provides a limited The response provides a thorough
and Analyze one of the author’s claims. explanation of the author’s line of explanation of the author's line of
Argument reasoning by accurately identifying reasoning by identifying relevant claims
some of the claims AND identifying and clearly explaining connections
the connections or acknowledging a among them.
relationship among them.
2 4 6 6
3 Evaluate The response identifies little evidence. The response explains various pieces The response evaluates the relevance
Sources and It makes a superficial reference to of evidence in terms of credibility and and credibility of the evidence and
Evidence relevance and/or credibility but lacks relevance, but may do so inconsistently thoroughly evaluates how well the
explanation. or unevenly. evidence is used to support the author’s
argument.
2 4 6 6

Additional Scores

In addition to the scores represented on the rubrics, readers can also assign scores of 0 (zero) and NR (No Response).

0 (Zero)

= A score of 0 is assigned to a single row of the rubric when the response displays a below-minimum level of quality as identified in that row of the rubric.

= Scores of 0 are assigned to all rows of the rubric when the response is off-topic; a repetition of a prompt; entirely crossed-out; a drawing or other markings;
or a response in a language other than English.

NR (No Response)

A score of NR is assigned to responses that are blank.
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Write your response to PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page only.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Continue your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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Continue your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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Write your response to PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page only.

The awthar o “In Greed We Trust® mabes the
ngl— that  the x}incraaa:, n ﬂw&l f;’oraso# fn )
b Socieky i e 0w ovenll 53

has Ma&&&dgo% aA«lr':g ga & C'/L:/Jﬂll "l'-"’?”'af-{flb ¢o
S@HSME}:’I“ as well o5 e ‘hmnﬂ— A WIUN or
mentl  heafl,.

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.




EOC_SA B20f3

Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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Write your response to PART A, QUESTION 1 on this page only.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 2 on this page.
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Begin your response to PART A, QUESTION 3 on this page.
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End-of-Course
Short Answer

Overview

e (1. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate the
students' ability to accurately identify, in its entirety, the author's
argument, main idea, or thesis. In this case, there were two primary
components to the author's main idea: (1) Greed can stimulate the
economy and (2) Greed can lead to poor health and unhappiness.

e (2. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate the
students' ability to identify the claims the author uses to develop the
argument's line of reasoning.

e (3. Responses to this question were expected to demonstrate the
students' ability to identify specific pieces of evidence the author uses and
to assess that evidence in terms of relevance and credibility.

Sample: A

Question 1 Score: 3
Question 2 Score: 6
Question 3 Score: 6

HIGH SAMPLE RESPONSE

R1

The response earned a score of 3 because it identifies both parts of the author's main idea in that it
acknowledges that greed “despite its benefit to the economy” does have a “detriment to human
health.”

R2

The response, from the first few sentences, acknowledges that “the connections follow the
narrative of a changing American economy and address the consequences as they relate to the
claim.” The response identifies a variety of claims that support the main idea such as “economic
demand has changed from a system where consumers had time to reflect to one of constant desire,
or pure greed.” The response then provides the connection to the previous claim in that “it
explains why consumers are feeling dissatisfied.” The response then provides another claim,
acknowledging the connection to the main idea in that “it fuels investment.” The response again
acknowledges the connection: “it relates to the previous subclaim because it demonstrates how
investors are reacting to increasing consumer greed.” The response provides connection after
connection — “introduce an opposite perspective” or “it connects to theme of declining health due
to greed.” This response earned a score of 6 for these reasons.
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R3

This response earned a score of 6 because its evaluation of the credibility and relevance of the
evidence. The response follows the key pieces of evidence in each part of the article and states
that “the subclaim is saved by the reference to the General Survey of the United States” in terms of
relevance and then states “Credibility is not stated for the General Survey of the United States, but
it at least has the suggestion of a national scope.” The response evaluates effectively again for the
next piece of evidence when stating “again he is not well-known, but has the benefit of a
professional title to save some credibility.”

Sample: B

Question 1 Score: 2
Question 2 Score: 4
Question 3 Score: 4

MEDIUM SAMPLE RESPONSE

R1

The response earned a score of 2 because it accurately identifies part of the main idea or argument
with “greed present in today's society is affecting overall happiness” but it does not include how
greed fuels the economy, so it does not ascend to a score of 3.

R2

The response earned a score of 4 because it identifies the claim that "the greed economy is toxic to
well-being" and “that greed has changed over time to become more potent,” and it explains the
connections when stating that the author gives examples of “premature disposal” and “needless
upgrading.” The response attempted to explain a line of reasoning when stating that the author
“moves on by connecting this with effects of overconsumption.” However, the response did not
identify enough claims accurately or explain a thorough line of reasoning necessary to earn a 6.

R3

The response earned a score of 4 because it identifies that the author uses evidence examples such
as “evidence from the 1970’s and 1990’s” and evaluates the reliability by pointing out the “5-10
year gap between the then and the time the article was written.” The response also identifies that
“obesity rates have risen in young children.” Additionally, response evaluates multiple sources and
lack of evidence to elevate it to a score of 4. However, the response does not directly identify

enough examples of evidence to elevate it to a score of 6.
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Sample: C

Question 1 Score: 1
Question 2 Score: 2
Question 3 Score: 2

LOW SAMPLE RESPONSE

R1

The response earned a score of 1 because it claims that a statistic/evidence (“large scale general
study”) is the author's main argument. While the quoted material does include the idea about a
decline in happiness, there is no mention of greed, which is a component of each of the two main
parts of the argument.

R2

This section of the response earned a score of 2 because it only accurately identifies "The greed
economy is toxic to well-being & hastening slide into a collective state of unhappy
consciousness” as a claim (mistakenly called evidence in the response).

R3

This response earned a score of 2. While the response does not identify specific evidence in section
3, the student does identify the claim from sociologists that "greed is creating a deep existential
void" as evidence in section 2. This we count as identification of evidence for section 3. This is the
minimal response possible to receive a score of 2.
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