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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

2017 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt with
thoroughness and detail,
including explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a clear progression of
ideas; use of appropriate
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all
aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective

Well organized and coherent,
with a progression of ideas that
is generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Minimal errors in cultural
information

Presentation addresses almost
all aspects of prompt, including
explanation of view or
perspective, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and
coherent; use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
may be inconsistent

Generally correct cultural
information with some
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization
or coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information may have
several inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic
only marginally or addresses
only some aspects of prompt
Scattered information generally
lacks organization and
coherence; minimal or no use of
transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has
frequent or significant
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence

Cultural information almost
entirely inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation
or repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which does
not distract from the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation

Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition

Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort

Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2017 The College Board.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Variety of appropriate grammatical

and syntactic structures, with
minimal or no errors

Variety of vocabulary and idioms,
with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited vocabulary
and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
or results in fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms constantly
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the
transcripts of students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the
sample has been excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assesses speaking skills in the presentational communicative mode by having students
give a presentation on a cultural topic to a Japanese class. It consists of a single prompt in English,
which identifies a cultural topic and details how it should be discussed in the presentation.
Students are given 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes for its delivery. The
presentation receives a single holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task.
In addition to language skills, the score reflects the level of cultural knowledge exhibited in the
presentation.

On this year’s exam, students were asked to make an oral presentation on the topic of Japanese
geography. To respond successfully to the prompt, students had to discuss at least five aspects or
examples of Japanese geography. They had to begin with an appropriate introduction, give details,
explain their own view or perspective, and end with a concluding remark.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

TN ARDBERZBEEICOWTELEY, —. —DHIFAKRT, 2o, ARIE &TH
MELT, /PhELTum B, /hELT, um RRUTEICELELS T, &2, H, ENFEL E

T, um ~DOHIE, 2—&¢, HRIZFum BT, 2&, ZOHICuhELEWHIIUBRH £5, £
W, 2—&, uthDIF5003TExE9, uh ETHENV, KEWLUTY, uh =>2HIZuh H

AT, um HRIFWEN E->TH, HRIATo7 6, R, & THITERT T, um WEEIT

T, To720, §2<K&ENWTY Zy 7 AT ET, uh WEHIX, EElx, x—&. HAD
b D L ZAT, um REVWARSLKEZILENWS, 2—&, AP uhHV ET, o, £Z
T, MMF7 b, TELHL, ETHLENWRHARZRXDLZENTEET, H, LOHIT
uh JEHEIC D uh EREFEWOHTRH Y | uh 22T, Lo THME/e, uh b, 704 —D

T4V REPRRZDZENTEET, vh BAOERIT, uh BARAOEARD uh L > ThENWEL
BWES, LoTHTIELLVWEZATY, &, 1T, TATIEUETT, 0L S TN
£
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt focusing on Japanese nature (e.g., H A D B K72
BRI KA, 11, ##, AR, {£) with thoroughness and detail, including explanation of view or
perspective (e.g., € Z T, &> THMF72 uh B, TR X —D 7 4 — )V KRR XA ENTEE
7). The response is well organized and coherent, with a clear progression of ideas, and use of
appropriate transitional elements and cohesive devices (e.g., ZiL 6, —oBIX, —~>H, =5H,
U H, o H, LI E). Cultural information is accurate and detailed (e.g., KHFL WS, 22— &
AN ALHEIZ S uh & BB &V 5 ). The response has natural, easily flowing expression with
natural pace. Pronunciation is virtually error free, having self-corrected (e.g., /N & < T, um H v,
/N & < Q). The response has consistent use of register and style appropriate to the situation,
thanking the audience at the end with & ¥V 73 & 9 Z & E L 7=. The response includes rich
vocabulary and idioms (e.g., H#AZ2EREE: FLDOE RLIL; MFF7). A variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic structures are used (e.g., & & WD |11 {T& <9< T; TEZ 5 L), with
minimal errors (e.g., MEEZATIT, 1To725).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response

ZAZBIE, SBHIFEAROHBIZONTHEELET, £7. IUTT, uhuh BARTuh & LLn
HVEF, ELIFuh ETHPIDOWLTT, (T, F I, BT, FTARTIETT,
AHART, WA, uhuh 72 SAERH Y £7, Uh F=12)IITT, BARTINEZIWLS T, uh
FRNCT, F0 5 uh HIUCHER TT, HO, HARTuh ffEDOE L Tuh & X EXRREDH
DET, uh LT, HVE, I LTHTT, uhHEIZCuh R TT, uh HRATuh 72< &
AFRDBBHD ET, HRTWAWARENW), Bindbo £3, o, #ixt, HAROHERIHEE <
ThoZWWEBWET, UhiE, b—, b—dbD, b, b, VLI TINET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in presentational speaking and cultural knowledge. The
presentation addresses almost all aspects of the prompt (111, &, )1, #&=, £F), but lacks detail or
elaboration. The response is generally organized using some transitional elements (¥ 3, & 12, &
=, /I, £1%12). Cultural information is generally accurate. The flow of expression is
somewhat unnatural but does not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., uhuh HA; uhuh 72 < &
o o—, H—bD, b, H, BV R L H T X WWET). Grammar and syntactic structures are
limited to simple structures and include several errors (e.g., AL < T, uh §2> T3 uh LI
He DV E. O LTHTT 8. 83 H D £797). This response would have earned a higher

score if it had provided sufficient cultural knowledge, with proper use of vocabulary and grammar,
to express views and opinions.
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Perspective Presentation (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response

uh A7 XA, 1IZLDE LT, FAOLTHIIE [name of candidate] T3, uh LA LS BFEWL F
T, AARITETCHENWTY, uh BATWAWALNRHY £9, uh BEINT—FBDOEL - X
VY, Z211TT9, Uhhh, uh (2, IZIFA, & h—, uhh ZHAufu £ LT, U BEOFITHAN
HDH, HVET, WEE, MBORAKNRDHY £, WI, o, B, 2L TT, Hh— 5
—l, —&, B, BRT, W, —FL2RKRZW, O, £BiFLoZxr9TT, LoXxxro,
LoZX 9T, uhh RERQINBRHVET, bbHh—, 2o&—, bbh—, DbbHh—, Vv
V—_ H—mm HAIX, uhfuuuuuum HRIZh ATES Y A, TH, FUIKTT, T
o

Commentary
The response demonstrates a lack of competence in presentational speaking. The response

addresses only some aspects of the prompt (I, ¥, ¥ 5, JI1). The scattered information lacks
organization and coherence with minimum use of transitional elements and cohesive devices (e.g.,
% L ). Cultural information is insufficient and general. The labored flow of expression as well as
frequent hesitations, repetitions, and pauses significantly interfere with comprehensibility (& & &
h—, x2¢—, ®bh—, HEHHh—, VvyY—_ H—mm HAIZ, uhfuuuuuum HAD).
The presentation is limited to simple sentence structures that are inaccurate or incomplete.
Limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures results in fragmented language (e.g., ¥ D
HIZAAYR DD, HYET, I MB\OAERRDY £ 1EL. Shvwo, bk, Z&TH.
Insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary and idioms frequently interfere with comprehensibility (e.g.,
HRIZThATIEDY A, TH. FAIFATT). The response would have received a higher
score with a more natural follow of expression, better organization and coherence, and more
accurate and detailed cultural information.
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