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AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3

6 Points: (2 + 2 + 2)

A. Define unitary state and identify the country shown that fits the definition of a unitary
state.
2 points (1 definition + 1 identification)

¢ Definition:
o acountry organized in such a way that most power is placed in a central government, or
there is limited political power at subnational scales of governance

¢ Identification: Japan

B. Explain ONE positive and ONE negative impact of a unitary system.
2 points (1 positive + 1 negative)

Positive Impacts Negative Impacts
1. Standardization of laws and their 1. Centralization of power can lead to a disconnect
implementation across the country with local areas, minority groups, regional

2. Patriotism or pride in one’s country is political parties, or disparate regions

bolstered due to uniformity 2. Marginalization of local cultures through

3. Efficiencies are achieved through less standardization at a country level

duplication OR faster countrywide 3. Central government may not effectively provide
implementation of laws or governmental services on a subnational scale

services across multiple scales .. -
P 4. Decisions and policies of the central government

4. Fewer government or taxation agencies, or could become dominated by interests of the
fewer scales of government or taxation politically or culturally dominant group
5. The potential for corruption of local 5. Central government bogged down by competing
government reduced local problems OR slow response to local issues.
(e.g., natural disasters, infrastructure, public

6. Creation of a national identity that reduces

. . services
the potential for devolutionary processes )

The term centripetal force alone is not worthy of | The term centrifugal force alone is not worthy of a
a point unless there is an explanation related to | point unless there is an explanation related to one
one of the positive impacts listed above. of the negative impacts listed above.
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SCORING GUIDELINES
Question 3 (continued)

C. Identify and explain ONE reason why some countries are governed as federal states.
2 points (1 identification + 1 explanation)

Identify Explain
1. Multiple nationalities, a. Diverse states (e.g., politically, economically, regionally,
ethnicities, or cultures culturally) devolve power in order to reduce separatist

tendencies or to enhance loyalty to the country.

2. To address devolutionary
forces arising from physical,
economic, or political

b. Federal governments are able to maintain national cohesion by
bridging physical or cultural barriers or providing means for
resolving conflicts between subnational areas.

differences
c. Large countries devolve power to subnational units in order to
3. Larger countries, or territorial maintain legitimacy with local citizens, or allow subnational
control over large or units to more effectively provide governmental services or
fragmented area address local issues.

d. As distance increases from a national capital, people tend to
feel better served by decision-makers who are closer to home.

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



3R 1052

ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTION 3
(/"D A uhitary  state (s o stafe twat [o not  Frogrented

| Ato (theﬁcrr,}h" rcqus for fhe pvfﬂase 6f  smaller
qbv’c’t’/qu pove i eent .w:t; For exawple,
J'owom f9 a Vﬁlf&fy slate “beravse T covntry

is _pot dicided intp provintes _or _reqiofs. There is
pne C€n+ﬁtl f)o ve/nient In Taf?am that p/d{a'fa
withot  smaller, fedesal Jovgrp rints Ia pther
aress. Power inviibary  staves 15 (entralized Wheceas
i a_ feleal Stare , th  powesr IS More evealy
dotribure)  acress  te  land.

(‘) OM P%!hﬂ N"Pﬂf/f' That 4 t/mf‘nfv slaty.  has 1S
that  a_ wadary  qovern benf  alts OIS A centtipeta |
%r@ Lo ]‘14: m;pa/aﬁon. gif{VDM In T Com'hfv
16 tieated with ’f’zo same _fights  and  laws, and
pobel,  will el ke Bey av  treattd  diffectutly
év tis %Ve/nmn}- Unitary _ states Qe 4 cntrigetal
-‘FDR{ 636&1458 'ﬁf/ UI’NFV hL p@ﬂdﬂf'wﬂ wnder ore
(enbrn) goves h went._Pogle_living "on sposite Stes
o+ tHe  Country _9116(;—& o loF pf commeon ff"""‘d
becnse ’hw ;hu h“é Ndey  te g‘auw ngj‘;““oﬁ‘gy
power. OM /Kﬁa,hvc rmmvf' of _a W’I:hrfy —psdreit 1S
that  Jiftomat  [reas o e cpmm might _have
Varying lang vages, et cifies, and n:hw:ms Eueipone
Mvst odnde  dp T samt  pws  even  [howgh  fiyse
_laws might not agree with  flav Iﬁa/‘-ﬁcd«f rcl::;;fw

~N NN TN THE NFXT PAGF.
17

—_—

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



3R 20l
ADDITIONAL ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTION 3

o Chniids. Gome  Stokes A far tzp Jivese to
et Grently  operafe Qs a  viitasy Sfate with ge

(eAtal 5}0"’601 .

@ Some.  poyn¥rics dve  govered  aqb g Jele/nl St

_ ¥ n i
be,ca_u/sa Dot popdatipn ¢ Jivesse _and a b

Jifernt _ovganizafion [a__amas With ydcying gle-ps
J > 7 :
o peogle. This  peans et AVeas  with  ope  cevtun

emaitity  Atedy  tir . own  local  govenmnlt o
[

J
Qovern in  ways  that  certeate  te s particviar

Jlff&sfvt-es. Fedeta| states  Allow forq divesse  peprlatiey

o 'Ffo\/ﬁ}h@ n s gwhn -F/‘a?n_,mf‘j ﬂP_ 1the

Stute,

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
-18-
© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



38 10572
ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTION 3
A, A um%arv Slare 15 _a atale with a %+mna
eentral @ouernmem These governments “have
all the” pOwer and_do not delegate paver
o other' qreas  n The mum‘rva The
CoUntry that £its +his definition 71s Jayoan:

B, One psitve 1mmof 1S having uniformity
%r@ua%mﬁ the ‘country. With $he central
(muefmmpm in thn;lsé of ewveryone there
18 Q_Sense oJP wiihy in Hf)e, couerv

l;

Y )
h@uma unpmw[ represertation “-Hrmmh@rﬁ
the “country ¥ Yhere are more than
one, _ethnicikeS or r@hmons One_group
0f _peopleeould ool unrepresented and
atart 4o ropel @faamw Hhe  aovernmont.
this can  cause mo)o(emS and”_weaken the
country.

C. Ohe _reason _whv _Some countries are
overned as fedem| <iates is for
gual representetion Whrowouk +he cauniry.
Tn mullitthnic coundries Were can be
dt%p(ﬁ@% bout Hhe p@owl@ Dlokéd ‘o coven
e Cyndry - T _caunyries like the (nited

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
-17-

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



38 AoSA
ADDITIONAL ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTION 3

Steres, @ the oounm i3 Jroken up intn
B0_otares. Each ofate s Some ww@r
end_regrosentatives Tn Government AOO%DHM)&
Erch olate can have d eay I cgowmmw
'um\fci'@& | - -

_ GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. .
-18-

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



ANSWER PAGE FOR QUESTION 3 3C 1ofl

A. Unitary abote ps where Phe G\memmerﬂ- has almost ol (¢ power

/ E
“‘*""d’e'w“'wi "‘anem ' o Cc-un&rg Th< 1dea betind Lui'g as

Phat evenyone o0 Hze covalry 3 €qual becavse tue d{}r;yemmewf- hokees
T / =

ot of - pprdons  earntans q,jg/_ept’ﬂi}; delr'bvies (= fs  fne areas
i

ik e pneeded. :]'Hl.aem 1S o es:cam’ﬂ[ﬁo'p o~ uw"‘m\’; 9 ket fhak s Suawin

cn fhe  MMgp. ONZ posihive  pmpect of o um'l-ar}; stale. /s thal ok does
1 T T

(-i 3
o bhelkrr Yob of peking  Sure eveyone (S egoal, /e 3wtrhmm-ﬁ desides
v

et e maney peeds ke jg and  this 05 supsesed fo c:nm}e o Hably
!

Sodiefas, A rean bove of o Uhli-a.r\.ff stuir % ot cf\‘cxfﬁrpmf— ONCaS of
Fhe covubry Bed vy, belicue [i) dl“rﬁﬂrpma" FL{?WA Gy lheee d!"%&”f—

[ /
cvlivel feliefs lnave Ne Sey 1 owhot fney wank, TP e suuw it
does pof ol fhem to hove Self delevininatiom on am " ldes, fnen By

roon'F. One pradon otk douvnirics ore Omempd as fede mal 5!-01-&5 s

&lau:cs Sbch 08 ’ﬁpah o W\-Lb}mwf-;z pf Hne aor,gutaf\mn rma-q

beenvg £ unliley
ok fall mp 'Hft Schme CUHdw l-sr Exomple  pin e 0.5, becavse

o€ tmmipalion equu sothm ent pecteing r‘ef(f}};bh and other i—hﬁos mzw
J
Alerieo's OOgUIaLr'bn ma,}: qummri' Jifferen 1deos than Detawore. Jin o fedrere |

LGlate )"hcu have Ene ab'ih“t{l fe 150-55. gerbarn  |ows - ih-«’—}r Feel arr
hf-fdu +“d Prase  tne ,be\?l"\boh Whéte the fedypat guavernment _M?L_
hewe e p\mﬁ, '5‘30-1{! otadre Peve e  pigat fo Charge  Swmaiter }Lhu'z/ds

Lvein 68 PNt age OO aseail otved 1O your denvera divevns
J T

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
17-

© 2017 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3
Overview

In unit IV, Political Organization of Space, “students learn about the nature and significance of the political
organization of territory at different scales.” As a response to this question students were expected to
know that “forms of governance include unitary (centralized government) and federal states.” (IV B) In
addition, they were expected to know that “powers of the subdivisions of states vary according to the form
of governance.” The Enduring Understanding to which this Essential Knowledge applies is that “spatial
political patterns reflect ideas of territoriality and power at a variety of scales.” In other words every polity
must make a decision about how power will be shared, or not shared, between a central (or national)
government and a set of provincial (or subnational) governments, all of which are defined territorially.

Skills addressed in this question are (1) thinking comparatively (“compare and contrast forms of
governance”), (2) applying the concept of scale (national vs. subnational), (3) thinking critically about
positive and negative impacts of forms of governance (I B), and (4) using maps (I B). In the case of the last
skill, it is important for students to know that maps have titles, in this case, the name of each country
(Germany and Japan). All of these skills are related to a single meta-skill: “use spatial thinking to analyze
the human organization of space.” (I C)

Sample: 3A
Score: 6

This response earned full credit and demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of both unitary and
federal states. The response earned 1 definition point in part A for correctly defining a unitary state as one
where there is little power given to subnational units. The response earned an additional point in part A for
correctly identifying Japan as a unitary state. The response earned 1 point in part B for one positive impact of
a unitary system for stating everyone in the country is served by the same rights and laws under the power of
one central government. (B1 positive impact) The response earned an additional 1 point in part B for one
negative impact of a unitary system for stating that even though different areas of the country may have
varying languages, ethnicities, and religions, all must adhere to the same laws regardless of the law’s impact
on these diverse religious or ethnic groups. (B1 negative impact) The response earned 1 point in part C for
identifying one reason countries are governed as federal states is that there are diverse populations of
multiple ethnicities. (C1 identify) The response earned an additional 1 point in part C for explaining federal
states devolve power to subnational units to maintain legitimacy and respond to the needs of diverse
populations at the local level. (Cc explain)

Sample: 3B
Score: b

The response earned full credit in part A, full credit in part B, and partial credit in part C. The response
earned 1 definition point in part A for correctly defining a unitary state as one with a strong central
government, with little delegation of power to subnational units. The response earned an additional point in
part A for correctly identifying Japan as a unitary state. The response earned 1 point in part B for one positive
impact of a unitary system by stating the creation of a national identity via uniformity, and a sense of unity in
the country causes everyone to come together. (B6 positive impact) The response earned an additional 1
point in part B for one negative impact of a unitary system for stating that unequal representation can lead to
a disconnect where unrepresented groups rebel against the government. (B1 negative impact) The response
earned 1 point in part C for identifying one reason countries are governed as a federal state is equal
representation throughout multiethnic countries. (C1 identify)
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Question 3 (continued)

Sample: 3C
Score: 4

The response earned partial credit in part A, partial credit in part B, and full credit in part C. The response
received partial credit in part A for identifying Japan but does not define a central government as a feature of
a unitary state. The response earned 1 point in part B for one negative impact of a unitary system for stating
that different areas of a country have differing cultural beliefs, which can lead to a disconnect between local
areas and the central government. (B1 negative impact) The response earned 1 point in part C for identifying
one reason countries are governed as federal states is the majority of the population may not be from the
same culture. (C1 identify) The response earned an additional 1 point in part C for explaining federal states
devolve power to subnational units, who pass laws based on local needs. (Cc explain)
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