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AP®  EUROPEAN  HISTORY  
2017 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Short Answer Question 3 

0–3 points 

Score 3 
Response accomplishes all three tasks set by the question. 

Score 2 
Response accomplishes two of the tasks set by the question. 

Score 1 
Response accomplishes one of the tasks set by the question. 

Score 0 
Response accomplishes none of the tasks set by the question. 

Score NR  
Is completely blank 

Scoring Guide 

a) One point for using one piece of evidence to support Judt’s argument regarding the creation of 
the welfare states. An implicit or explicit reference to Judt’s argument is necessary. 

b) One point for using one piece of evidence to support Judt’s characterization of political AND/OR 
economic conditions in the period 1960−2000. An implicit or explicit reference to Judt’s 
characterization is necessary. 

c) One point for linking Judt’s argument to one political AND/OR intellectual trend in late-
twentieth-century Europe. 

Scoring Notes 

Possible acceptable responses for part (a) (not an exhaustive list): 
• The creation of the welfare state attempted to prevent polarizing and violent political upheaval. 

Examples may include events from World War I, Great Depression, the rise of Fascism/Communism, 
World War II, and the Cold War (not exclusive). 

• Welfare state creation attempted to prevent economic disasters and provide a social safety net. 
Examples may include policies stemming from World War I, Great Depression, 
Fascism/Communism, World War II and the Cold War. 

Possible acceptable responses for part (b) (not an exhaustive list): 
• Prosperity and safety in the period 1960−2000 is exemplified by social welfare programs; political 

stability and lack of armed conflict among major European states; economic recovery and stability; a 
movement towards European unification; and membership in collective security organizations. 
Examples may include “cradle to grave” social welfare policies, long-term effects of Marshall 
Plan/postwar economic recovery, steps toward European economic, and political integration and 
collective defense. 
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2017 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Short Answer Question 3 (continued) 

Possible acceptable responses for part (b) (not an exhaustive list): 
• Decades of relative prosperity and safety in the period 1960−2000 have led to intellectual and 

political movements questioning the welfare state's necessity. Examples may include 
neoliberalism/Thatcherism, rise of conservative/nationalist/protectionist movements, reduction in 
social welfare policies and deregulation of industry/banking/finance, globalization and free trade, 
and civil rights and inclusivity. 
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AP®  EUROPEAN  HISTORY  
2017 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Short Answer Question 3 

Overview 

Responses were expected to demonstrate two types of disciplinary practices vis-à-vis secondary sources: 
supplying evidence to support an author’s claim and explaining how historical context influences an 
author’s claims or arguments. Specifically, students were asked to examine Tony Judt’s claims about the 
creation of welfare states in the twentieth century; substantiate his argument about the reasons for peace 
and prosperity in Europe between 1960 and 2000; and explain why Judt, writing in the early 2000s, was 
very defensive about the welfare state. At the same time the question evaluated students’ understanding 
of key developments in European economic, political, and social history from roughly the 1920s to 2000, 
including reactions to the Great Depression and the rise of dictatorships; Western European political, 
economic, and social recovery after World War; the gradual integration of much of Europe; and political and 
social responses to change in the post-industrial era.  

Sample: 3A 
Score:  3 

The response to part a) earned 1 point for linking Judt’s argument to making effective use of government 
initiatives (public healthcare) and strong worker’s unions that limited economic instability. The response 
to part b) earned 1 point for linking Judt’s characterization (improvement in standard of living) to 
international organizations stabilizing European economies. The response to part c) earned 1 point for 
correctly identifying Judt’s response as one aimed at neoliberal policies (loosening economic regulations 
and investing less in welfare programs). 

Sample:  3B 
Score: 2 

The response to part a) did not earn a point because the assertion that the Allies established social welfare 
programs in West Germany is incorrect. The response to part b) earned 1 point for correctly linking Judt’s 
characterization of the half-century after the Second World War as economically fortunate and stable due to 
government intervention (liberal welfare programs) and postwar prosperity. The response to part c) earned 
1 point for correctly identifying Judt’s argument as a defense of the welfare state from critiques by the 
political right wing (Thatcherism, conservatism). 

Sample:  3C  
Score: 1 

The response to part a) did not earn a point because it merely connects the Great Depression to the 
creation of welfare states but makes no explicit reference to Judt’s argument. The response to part b) did 
not earn a point because it does not make reference to Judt’s characterization of the political and 
economic climate of the postwar period and fails to give a valid example of conditions in the prescribed 
time period. The response to part c) earned 1 point by minimally identifying a political/intellectual trend (to 
“bash socialistic ideals”) and characterizing Judt’s argument as a defense of the welfare state against this 
attack. 
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