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Question 2

Evaluate the extent to which the Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War, 1754—1763) marked a turning
point in American relations with Great Britain, analyzing what changed and what stayed the same from
the period before the war to the period after it.

A. Thesis: 0-1 point

Skills assessed: Argumentation + Periodization
States a thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question. The thesis must do more than
restate the question.
1 point

Does not state a thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question or has a thesis that merely
restates the question.
0 points

Response is completely blank.

B. Support for argument: 0-2 points
Skills assessed: Argumentation + Use of Evidence

Supports the stated thesis (or makes a Supports the stated thesis (or makes a relevant
relevant argument) using specific argument) using specific evidence, clearly and
evidence. consistently stating how the evidence supports

OR | the thesis or argument, and establishing clear
linkages between the evidence and the thesis
or argument.

1 point 2 points

Response does not use specific evidence to support the stated thesis or a relevant argument.

0 points

Response is completely blank.

C. Application of targeted historical thinking skill: 0-2 points
Skill assessed: Periodization

PERIODIZATION

Describes the ways in which the historical Analyzes the extent to which the historical

development specified in the prompt was development specified in the prompt was

different from OR similar to developments | OR | different from AND similar to developments that

that preceded and/or followed. preceded and/or followed, providing specific
examples to illustrate the analysis.

1 point 2 points

Response does not describe the ways in which the historical development specified in the prompt
was different from OR similar to developments that preceded and/or followed.
0 points

Response is completely blank.
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Question 2 (continued)

D. Synthesis: 0-1 point
Skill assessed: Synthesis

Response synthesizes the argument, evidence, and context into a coherent
by accomplishing one or more of the following as relevant to the question.

and persuasive essay

Appropriately connects
the topic of the
question to other
historical periods,
geographical areas,
contexts, or
circumstances.

1 point

Response is completely blank.

Appropriately extends or Explicitly employs an
modifies the stated thesis additional appropriate
or argument. category of analysis (e.g.,
political, economic, social,
OR cultural, geographic, race, OR
gender) beyond that called for
in the prompt.
1 point 1 point
Response does not synthesize the argument, evidence, and context into a coherent and persuasive
essay.
0 points
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Question 2 (continued)

SCORING NOTES

The focus of the response helps determine what information is considered appropriate.

Thesis

An acceptable thesis would evaluate the extent to which the Seven Years’ War was a turning point.

Possible thesis statements could include the following:

Resentments resulting from the war and its aftermath fostered a nascent independence movement
in the colonies and led to the American Revolution.

Most colonists saw themselves as British subjects, despite resentments over the Seven Years’ War
or the war debt.

For some colonial groups, such as the elite, the Seven Years’ War marked a major turning point in
relations, while for others, such as the colonial common people, the relations with Great Britain
remained much the same.

This war, to a great extent, marked a turning point in the relationship between America and
Britain due to the change in economic policies, the restricted expansion, and the limited
preservation of trade relations with England.

The French and Indian war marked a major turning point in American relations with Great Britain,
with changes such as increased British control and anti-British sentiment in the colonies, but also
continuities such as a loyalty to Britain that remained largely untouched by the war.

Support for Argument
Commonly seen evidence includes the following:

Debt from the Seven Years' War crippled Great Britain.

Taxes levied on the colonies to pay for the debt; taxation and efforts of Britain to assert greater
control over colonial affairs (Grenville ministry).

Colonial resentments over the Seven Years' War;, loss of generation; treatment of colonial forces by
British regulars.

British troops left in the American colonies, standing army.

Passage of the Proclamation of 1763 to prevent movement of settlers across Appalachians
British efforts to pacify and negotiate with American Indians resulted in colonial resentment.
Tightening of control in the mercantile system, period of salutary neglect ended.

Sugar Act (Revenue Act), 1764, and Stamp Act, 1765, levied to pay for war debt.

Trans-Atlantic exchanges throughout period brought ideals of republicanism, liberalism, natural
rights, democracy and experimental political systems to the colonies; long-term influence of the
Enlightenment — all fostered the independence movement.

The Albany Plan of Union as an early attempt at colonial unity.

Growth of a unique colonial identity at odds with British view of colonials.

Application of Historical Thinking Skills

Essays earn 1 point by describing the ways in which the events of the Seven Year's War were
different from OR similar to developments that preceded and/or followed in relations with Great
Britain.

Essays earn 2 points by analyzing the ways in which the events of the Seven Year's War were
different from AND similar to developments that preceded and/or followed in relations with Great
Britain, providing specific examples to illustrate the analysis.
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Question 2 (continued)

Synthesis
Responses can earn the synthesis point by crafting a persuasive and coherent essay. This can be
accomplished by providing an argument or conclusion that extends or modifies the analysis in the
essay, by introducing another category of historical analysis, or by making a connection to another
historical period.

Examples include but are not limited to the following:
e Explicitly calling out the social, cultural, gender, or racial elements of a largely military and
diplomatic story.
e Concretely and explicitly linking the Seven Years’ War to subsequent conflicts such as the
American Revolution or the War of 1812.
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Question 2 — Long Essay
Overview

Long Essay Question 2 allowed students to evaluate the extent to which the Seven Years’ War (French and
Indian War) marked a turning point in American relations with Great Britain, analyzing what changed and
what stayed the same from the period before the war to the period after. The question assessed the historical
thinking skill of periodization and covered Period 3, which ranges from 1754 to 1800.

Sample: 2A
Score—Thesis: 1

The thesis directly addresses all parts of the question in a clear and sophisticated manner, including
establishing the extent to which the French and Indian War served as a turning point in British-American
relations.

Score—Support for Argument: 2

There is adequate evidence in this well-written essay. The student provides the primary components of the
Treaty of Paris (1763), the Stamp Act, the Quartering Act, the Molasses Act, and the Coercive Acts. This
evidence is then clearly and correctly linked to major points in the argument so that the thesis is developed
in a logical and analytical manner.

Score—Application of Targeted Historical Thinking Skill: 2

This essay does an excellent job of analyzing the extent to which the French and Indian War was a turning
point by providing specific examples that illustrate both differences and similarities in the prewar and
postwar periods. It points to the end of British indifference and the growth of anti-British feelings after the
war. The essay argues that the colonists were still economically dependent on Britain and that the majority
were still loyal.

Score—Synthesis: 1

The response appropriately connects the changes in American-British relations with the American
Revolution period. The thesis is confined to the 1754—-1763 period, so the extension of analysis to the
Declaration of Independence and the Revolution is an appropriate connection to another historical period.

Sample: 2B
Score—Thesis: 1

The thesis claims that the war marked a “major turning point” and resulted in worsened tensions between
America and Britain. Throughout the essay the topic sentences continue to add clarity to the argument
presented.

Score—Support for Argument: 2

The essay is supported with specific evidence such as the Stamp Act, the Townsend Acts, the Tea Act, and
the Boston Tea Party. Even though the characterization of all anti-Loyalists as “wild” and inclined to “break
into the homes of Loyalists” and “throw tea into the sea” may be going a little too far, it is linked effectively to
the Boston Tea Party.
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Question 2 — Long Essay (continued)
Score—Application of Targeted Historical Thinking Skill: 1

There is analysis in the essay of developments before and after the French and Indian War, but the focus is
on changes and differences. There is no mention of similarities.

Score—Synthesis: 1

The essay makes a connection between the Seven Years' War and the War of 1812 by recognizing that
both involved changes in American-British relations. Despite some errors (the implication that the Seven
Years’ War was between Britain and America and the chronology on Jay's Treaty), the essay points out

that since the end of the War of 1812, America and Britain have been on the same side in major wars.

Sample: 2C
Score—Thesis: 0

While the essay provides a thesis, it does not evaluate the extent to which the French and Indian War
marked a turning point in American-British relations. Instead, it only states what changed.

Score—Support for Argument: 1

The essay provides some specifics (salutary neglect, Stamp Act and Tea Act) that support the stated thesis
but does not consistently and clearly do this in most of the essay (e.g., it asserts that the French and the
colonists were allies after the French and Indian War).

Score—Application of Targeted Historical Thinking Skill: 1

The essay describes how the relationship between Britain and America changed from before the French
and Indian War (colonists “do[ing] their own thing” with salutary neglect) to the British increasing control
after the war with heavy taxation. There is no evidence of clear analysis or coverage of similarities.

Score—Synthesis: 0

While the essay makes an attempt at synthesis (Third Amendment and Quartering Act), it does not make
that connection coherently and persuasively.
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