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10-25% of “2s” can  get  a “3” 
with a 2 pt increase in raw score

38% of AP Biology  “2s” would 
get a “3” with a 5 pt increase

175K+ students can earn a “3” 
with a 5 pt increase in 10 
subjects

A closer look at AP performance reveals thousands of 
students can achieve success with targeted support (based on 2011 

AP Exam Results)Thousands of students on 
the cusp of success in AP

3

Obstacles in their way 

Biology – Laws of Thermodynamics

The student is able to predict how changes 
in free energy availability affect organisms, 
populations and ecosystems. 

Calculus – Deductive Reasoning
The student uses continuity to reason 
deductively about the conclusion of 
theorems (e.g. mean value theorem, 
extreme value theorem, and intermediate 
value theorem.)

US History - Industrialization and Urbanization 

The student recognizes patterns of continuity 
and change when studying the rise of big 
business and an industrial culture in the United 
States which encouraged massive migrations 
and urbanizations, and sparked government and 
popular efforts to reshape American economy, 
environment and identity. 
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AP Online Score Report System

Goals:
 To provide educators with AP Exam data in a dynamic and 

environmentally-friendly format 

 To provide authorized AP teachers with direct access to their students’ 
scores 

 To provide teachers with earlier access to their AP Instructional Planning 
Reports so they can plan curriculum adjustments in a more timely 
manner

 To provide administrators with aggregate data, disaggregate data, usage 
reports, & options for updating student data



AP Online Score Report for Teachers

 AP Course Audit teachers will automatically be given access to 
the following reports as an Online Score Report teacher:

 AP Instructional Planning Report

 AP Instructional Planning Report – by section

 Subject Score Report

 AP Course Audit teachers may be restricted, by 
administrators, to receive only summary data in the AP 
Instructional Planning Report



Accessing my AP Instructional Planning Report?

https://scores.collegeboard.org/pawra/home.action


…Accessing Your Report



…Accessing Your Report



Accessing Your Report

Scroll down here using 
the provided arrow 
keys
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Students 
A look at your student data 

AP Instructional Planning Reports



 The top bar graph and chart show how this group of students performed overall versus the global population.

 The bottom two bar graphs and charts show student performance on multiple-choice and free-response sections.



You really want to look for 
statistically significant differences in 
your data.

Remember, your class size will affect 
the % differences.

How many students were below proficiency, at proficiency, and above 

proficiency?

Using AP Instructional Planning Reports

How does this data compare to global data and to your prior year’s data?



Page 2:  Provides a detailed view of students’ performance on specific 
content categories on multiple-choice & free-response sections



Getting a Clearer Picture

MC GLOBAL MC GROUP ∆%

28 25 89%

Multiple Choice 

 GLOBAL  GROUP ∆%

18.7 11.6 62%

Free Reponse





Content Area & Question 
Type

Identifying strengths and 
weaknesses

Look at each content area and the question types



Performance on Multiple Choice

DATA
 Content Area:  

 Number of questions:

 Global Mean:

 Group Mean:

 # of Students I Each group:

 Highest Fourth:

 Third Fourth

 Second Fourth

 Lowest Fourth

ANALYSIS
 Based on the data, are students in 

your group successful in this content 

area?

 What is the evidence to support your 

assessment of success?

 Evidence from APIP Report?

 Evidence other than APIP report?

 Classroom Activities

 Classroom Assessments



Performance on Free Response

DATA
 Question/Problem (Topic):

 Maximum # of Points Possible:

 Global Mean:

 Group Mean:

 # of Students in Each Group:
 Highest Fourth

 Third Fourth

 Second Fourth

 Lowest Fourth

ANALYSIS
 Based on the data, are students in 

your group successful in this content 

area?

 What is the evidence to support your 

assessment of success?

 Evidence from APIP report?

 Evidence other than APIP report?

 Classroom Activities

 Classroom Assessments



Things to Consider

•Is the group mean the same as the global mean?

•How difficult did the students find the Free-Response 
question compared to the total group?

•Are the students evenly distributed?

•Compare group vs. global on the subsections of the exam.

•What teaching strategies may improve multiple choice 
and/or Free Response Questions student performance?

Using AP IPR for Improving AP Scores



Instructional Strategies
Creating a hypothesis

What does my data tell me about my students?



Considering instructional practices, create a 
hypothesis about why the students may or 
may not have reached expectations.

CREATING A HYPOTHESIS
If students performed better on multiple choice questions, was it 
because of the structure of the formative assessments?

If students performed better on certain content areas than others, was 
it due to instructional strategies used to teach that content?



Planning for Success
Creating a plan to address identified 

needs

Identify and Design



What is your primary hypothesis for why students performed as they did on each 
section of the exam?

What activities/strategies did you use to teach and assess their progress on those 
sections?

What are the quick fixes that you can put into place for this year?

What issues/concerns will take longer to address?

Look at your AP Audit Syllabus and analyze where you covered those sections/topics, 
etc.  What adjustments might you need to make?

Creating an 
AP IPR logistical plan for 2013-2014



Best Practices for Improving AP Scores

• Make strategic use of resources available through AP 
Central (Previously Released Test Items—do you know 
where there are FREE ones?)

• Use AP Online Communities as a trusted resource.

• Use the data from the AP Online Score Report to guide 
curricular and instructional adjustments.

• Revise your syllabus to make pacing adjustments.



Best Practices for Improving AP Scores

• Make predictions on student scores and check 
your accuracy

• Become an AP Reader



Collaboration How can I 
apply your 
best practices 
in my class?



http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/


A
P

  O
n

lin
e

 C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

Valuable Resource for Improving AP Scores

Subject specific online communities with 
discussion groups and a library of classroom-

ready resources, cross-referenced to the 
curriculum framework for the course. 

https://apcommunity.collegeboard.org/

https://apcommunity.collegeboard.org/


“Happiness is not the absence of problems but the 
ability to deal with them.”

-- Japanese Proverb



Contact Us:

Raphael Curtis, Senior Educational Manager 

rcurtis@Collegeboard.org 225-772-2532

Brian Barnes, Educational Manager, The Florida Partnership

bbarnes@collegeboard.org 678-353-4219
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