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Definitions 

■ Branching Profiles (BP): 
– Which tests will be administered to students, 

under what conditions 
■ Placement Rules (PR): 

– Based on the cut scores used at your institution to 
place students into courses, messages students 
receive after testing 

BPs and PRs created by IA are available for use on all sites.  
BPs and PRs created by SM are available for use only on the individual site. 



Branching  
Profiles 



Steps to Create a Branching Profile 

■ Step 1:  Test Settings 
■ Step 2:  Background Questions 
■ Step 3: Writeplacer Test Set Up (if using WP) 
■ Step 4: Create Local Test (optional) 
■ Step 5:  Create Branching Profile  



Step 1: Test Settings 

■ View and Edit Score Report Setting 
■ View and Edit Fast Report Settings 
■ View and Edit Item Tool Settings 
■ View and Edit Student Profile Settings 
■ View and Edit Learning Paths (if using MFL) 

 



Step 2: Background Questions 

1. Create and Edit Local Background Questions 
– Inventory of Background Questions 
– Standard Background Questions, come with the 

Accuplacer system ** 
– Local Background Questions, locally authored  

2. Create and Edit Background Question Group Package 
questions into a group 



Step 3: WritePlacer Settings 

■ Choose the essay prompts  students will receive 
■ Set the Test Settings for Writeplacer, i.e.: 

– Timer on or off 
– If timed, amount of time allowed 
– Word Counter turned on or off 



Step 4: Create Local Test (optional) 

■ This feature allows you to create your own tests and 
administer them to students as part of an ACCUPLACER 
test session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Local Tests can be used 

in BP and PR 



Step 5: Create Branching Profile 

   

After creating test settings, background questions,   
WritePlacer groups, and local tests, you are ready to build  

your branching profiles. 



Step 5: Branching Profiles continued… 

Branching Profiles consist of rules and conditions.  
■ Rules specify which test setting, background questions, and tests 

to administer.  
■ Conditions specify the criteria for deciding if a rule will be applied 

in the testing session. 



Branching Profile: No Conditions 

 

Reading 
Comprehension  

Sentence 
Skills 

Elementary 
Algebra 



Branching Profile: Background Questions 

 

YES 

Have you ever 
taken an 

algebra course? 

Arithmetic 
Elementary 

Algebra 

NO 



Branching Profiles: Test Scores 

 

Elementary 
Algebra 

College Level 
Math 

Arithmetic 

Placement 

Placement 

Placement 

70-90 

20-59 Diagnostic 
Testing 

Placement 

Placement 

My 
Foundations Lab 

Retest 
ACCUPLACER  



Branching Profile: Test Scores & Background 
Questions 

 Low score 
Reading  

Comprehension 
(native) 

+ 

“No” to any 

1.Is English the first 
language you 
learned? 

2.Is English the 
language most 
often spoken in 
your home? 

3.Have you had at 
least 8 years of 
formal education 
in the US? 

ESL Reading Skills 
+ 

Sentence Skills 
 (native) 

ESL Language  
Usage 

High 
Scores 

Low 
Scores 

ESL Listening 

Placement 

Placement 



Placement  
Rules 



Steps to Create a Placement Rule 

■ Step 1:  Create Course Groups 
■ Step 2:  Create Courses 
■ Step 3:  Create Majors*  
■ Step 4:  Create User Defined Fields*  
■ Step 5:  Create Placement Rules 
 *optional 

 
 



Step 1: Create Course Groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
■ Course Groups allow you to categorize courses into like disciplines for 

reporting. 



Step 2:  Create Courses 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
■ Create an inventory of all courses you plan to use in placement rules. 

(Course name is the field that will appear on ISR. Course comment on this screen is optional.) 



Step 3:  Create Majors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

■ If you ask the background question “What is your major?” or you plan 
to use majors as a condition in PRs, you must create an inventory of all 
your programs/majors.  
(Major name is the field that will appear in background question. Major comment is optional.) 



Step 4:  Create User Defined Fields 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

■ User defined field function allows you to manually assign values 
that are used to determine placement.  



Step 5: Create Placement Rule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

■ The Description Notes field is for user to define the intent of the PR.  
■ Placement Comments is optional and if used will appear on Student ISR. 



Step 5: Create a Placement Rule Continued… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
■ After creating course groups, and your course and major/program 

inventory, you are ready to build your placement rules. 
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