Student Name
The Rhetorical Situation and Rhetorical Analysis Teacher Name


	Elements of Rhetorical Situation
	Given Information on Rhetorical Situation
	Related Rhetorical Choices in Text and their Possible Effect on Purpose 

	Exigence (Why? Spark!)
	“Slavery” — seeking to end it 
	

	Writer’s authority/credibility (Why trust this person?)
	“Son of former slaves, was a farmer, astronomer, mathematician, surveyor, and author.” — An educated and trusted man. Because he’s black, he probably had a harder way of becoming educated than most others.  
	

	Audience and their stance on the issue (Why will they care?)
	“Thomas Jefferson, framer of the Declaration of Independence and secretary of state” — He is clearly a man concerned with freedom and human rights. 
	

	Appropriate medium (Why this form?)
	Letter — Allows him to be personal and conversational. 
	

	Purpose (What should happen?)
	“Argue an end to slavery” — slavery should end
	

	Constraints (What’s in the way?)
	It is 1791, when the idea of black Americans as “people” was doubted by many. People may not want to give them rights if they don’t think they are people. 
	


	Elements of Rhetorical Situation
	Given Information on Rhetorical Situation
	Related Rhetorical Choices in Text and their Possible effect on Purpose 

	Exigence (Why? Spark!)
	“Slavery” – seeking to end it 
	“injustice of a state of slavery” (16) Slavery was the “spark” for the Declaration of Independence and that was a great and good success.  

	Writer’s authority/credibility (Why trust this person?)
	“son of former slaves, was a farmer, astronomer, mathematician, surveyor, and author.” – An educated and trusted man. Because he’s black, he probably had a harder way of becoming educated than most others.  
	“respect to them and as Job proposed to his friends, “put your souls in their souls stead” (48-50) The biblical story of Job relates to the oppression and fear of slavery, shows that Banneker is an educated man of faith, and also in directly calls slaves Jefferson’s “friends.”  The effect is to both demonstrate the credibility of the writer while also appealing to Jefferson’s sense of freedom.”  

	Audience and their stance on the issue (Why will they care?)
	“Thomas Jefferson, framer of the Declaration of Independence and secretary of state” – He is clearly a man concerned with freedom and human rights. 
	“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created and that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” (21-25)
Banneker is pointing out Jefferson’s own beliefs and then using them to make the point about the rights of ALL men, including slaves.

	Appropriate medium (Why this form?)
	Letter – Allows him to be personal and conversational. 
	”look back I entreat you” (4) The letter form allows Banneker to implore Jefferson while showing respect through the niceties, including the “sir,” throughout. 

	Purpose (What should happen?)
	“argue an end to slavery” – slavery should end
	“you need neither the direction of myself or others, in what manner to proceed herein” (52-53) Banneker does not tell Jefferson what to do, seemingly out of respect, but also because he expects that Jefferson knows what he should do – if he would only “put [his] souls in their souls” place.  

	Constraints (What’s in the way?)
	It is 1791, when the idea of black Americans as “people” was doubted by many. People may not want to give them rights if they don’t think they are people. 
	“detaining by fraud and violence so numerous a part of my brethren” (36-37) Banneker declares the situation of slavery and that these men are not treated like people – calling it fraud.  In doing so, he makes it clear that to ignore them because they are slaves is foolish and fraudulent. 


