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NEW COLLEGE GRADUATES LOSING GROUND ON WAGES
Entry-Level Wages of Male and Female College Graduates, 1979-2010
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Source: EPI’s analysis of the Current Population Survey, Outgoing Rotations Group.





Though there is a clear disparity of income based on gender among college graduates, both men and women are seeing declining average wages despite their education.  This brings a few things into question, such as claims about college education as an equalizer and liberator and the claims made by many that college graduates are better off over time.  If college education is such a democratic good, then why has there been such a consistent inequality regarding the gender gap?  Also, though over the last 30 years college education may have paid more dividends, that may not always remain true.  An axiom of statistics says that past performance is not a guarantee of future return.  That is very clear in how Shierholz has represented her research. Could this indicate that past claims that college is worth it are becoming harder to support with recent trends?  
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Though there is a clear disparity of income based on the gender among college graduates, both men and women are seeing declining average wages despite their education.  Brings a few things into question, such as claims about college education as an equalizer and liberator and the claims made by many that college graduates are better-off overtime.  If college education is such a democratic good, then why has there been such a consistent inequality regarding the gender gap.  Also, though over the last 30 years college education may have paid more dividends, that may not always remain true.  An axiom of statistics says that past performance is not a guarantee of future return.  That is very clear in how Shierholz has represented her research – could this indicate that the past claims that college is worth it are becoming harder to support with recent trends?  
