	Is College Worth It? Survey of the General Public 

	
	Valuable
	Not as valuable

	Cost & Value
	A vast majority of college grads say college has been worth it for them.
	Just over half of those surveyed feel college is not worth it.

	Monetary Payoff
	College grads feel, and research shows, that they are making more money because they have a degree.  Those without a degree agree with this. 
	

	Student Loans
	
	Record number of students leaving college with substantial debt.  In general the debt makes life more difficult. 

	Why Not College?
	Almost all parents expect their children to attend college.  
	Most young adults do not attend a 4-year school.  Reasons are financial. 

	Split View on College Mission
	College grads feel that college is about intellectual growth, not just job preparation.
	Non-grads feel that job preparation is the key.  

	Graduation Success?
	A large majority of college grads say that their education has helped them grow intellectually, as a person, and in their career. 
	

	Character
	
	Character: Work ethic and getting along with others are cited as more important to success than college.    


The Pew Research Center went straight to the American people and asked them to consider the importance of a college education.  Although the Pew data tell us that Americans value character more than college education when considering what makes people successful, those who have graduated from college cite their education as the key to their development as a person.  If college is not just for career preparation — if college is for intellectual and personal growth — then it stands to reason that college, in general, can only improve the character of those who attend.  
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