EXAMPLE: 

“Despite claims that college may not be worth the cost, David Leonhardt of The New York Times asserts that it is, indeed, worth the investment.  He addresses several points regarding the “anti-college argument,” including that:
· “Many colleges are not expensive” — Accounting for financial aid, average tuition and fees at four-year public colleges was only about $2,000 in 2010; 

· “Returns from a degree have soared” — The income gap between those with a college degree and those without reached an all-time high of 83 percent in 2010; and

· “College has big benefits, even in many fields where a degree is not crucial” — Those with degrees who are working in fields not requiring degrees still make significantly more money.

To argue that college costs are not worthwhile is to ignore the positive returns that Leonhardt cites in his article. If this research holds up to scrutiny, then it is nearly impossible to argue that college is not worth the cost. Although a plumbing job or a summer of physical work may pay handsomely at the time, attending college gives everyone better opportunities for earning over the course of an entire lifetime.  Better still, it gives those who can no longer do physical labor opportunities to do other related work, such as management and accounting for such businesses. 
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