AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES
Question 2
(Helena María Viramontes’s Under the Feet of Jesus)
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. Students are
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.
9–8

These essays offer a persuasive analysis of Viramontes’s development of Estrella’s character
through literary elements. The essays make a strong case for their interpretation of Estrella’s
character and its development in the passage. They consider literary devices such as selection of
detail, figurative language, and tone, and they engage the text through apt and specific references.
Although these essays may not be error-free, their perceptive analysis is apparent in writing that is
clear and effectively organized. Essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis and more
effective control of language than do essays scored an 8.

7–6

These essays offer a reasonable analysis of Viramontes’s development of Estrella’s character
through literary elements. They provide a sustained, competent reading of the passage, with
attention to devices such as selection of detail, figurative language, and tone. Although these
essays may not be error-free and are less perceptive or less convincing than 9–8 essays, they
present ideas with clarity and control, and refer to the text for support. Essays scored a 7 present
better developed analysis and more consistent command of the elements of effective composition
than do essays scored a 6.

5

These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the passage but tend to be
superficial or thin in their discussion of Viramontes’s development of Estrella’s character through
literary elements. Although the essays contain some analysis of the passage, implicit or explicit,
the discussion of how literary devices contribute to the portrayal of character may be slight, and
support from the passage may tend toward summary or paraphrase. These essays demonstrate
adequate control of language but may be marred by surface errors. They are not as well conceived,
organized, or developed as 7–6 essays.

4–3

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the passage. The analysis may be
partial, unconvincing, or irrelevant; the responses may ignore the development of Estrella’s
character or the use of literary elements to develop the character. These essays may be
characterized by an unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas, an absence of textual support, or
an accumulation of errors. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or
demonstrate inept writing.

2–1

These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. They may persistently misread
the passage or be unacceptably brief. They may contain pervasive errors that interfere with
understanding. Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, the ideas are
presented with little clarity, organization, or support from the passage. Essays scored a 1 contain
little coherent discussion of the passage.

0

These essays are completely off topic or inadequate; there may be some mark, or a drawing, or a
brief reference to the task.

—

These essays are entirely blank.
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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY
Question 2
Overview
Students were asked to carefully read a passage from Under the Feet of Jesus, by Helena María
Viramontes, and to write a well-organized essay analyzing the development of Estrella’s character. The
prompt invited students to consider such devices as selection of detail, figurative language, and tone.
This question intended to assess students’ abilities to read closely, with attention to language and detail,
in order to consider the connections between Estrella’s growing competence with the tools in Perfecto’s
tool chest and the words that she begins to recognize as tools of another, important sort. At the same time,
the question intended to assess students’ abilities to write an effective essay, one with a governing central
idea about the development of Estrella’s character, organized into coherent units of analysis and supported
with appropriate evidence from the passage.
Sample: 2A
Score: 8
This essay offers a persuasive analysis and a careful close reading of the ways Estrella develops into a
“determined and resilient character” during the course of the passage. The brief introduction establishes the
literary elements to be mined for support: selective detail, figurative language, and tone. Next comes
consideration of sentence structure (“a question is posed”) and narrative structure (“The scene starts in
media res”). In developing an analysis that captures the scope and depth of Estrella’s growth, the essay
exploits apt, specific references to Estrella’s first encounters with the red toolbox, her experiences in school,
and Perfecto’s role in her life, patiently citing particular words to show how the tone reflects the main
character’s confusion. Within each section, the essay offers and explains insights into how Estrella’s
character develops until, in the fifth paragraph, Estrella is “driven to literacy.” The conclusion shows an
ability to situate an argument within the big picture, though further development is possible. Overall, the
essay is clear and controlled; transitions between paragraphs are clear and logical. The essay’s effective
organization and thoughtful analysis earned it a score of 8.
Sample: 2B
Score: 5
This essay provides an example of a plausible interpretation — that Estrella is “an angrily frustrated girl
who becomes calmly understanding.” Although this thesis is developed to some extent, support tends to
be thin and superficial. The term “ecphrasis [sic]” is misapplied here, but the bigger issue is that the essay
fails to convincingly show how the device contributes to the character’s development; identification or
classification of a literary device without consideration of how that device functions in context is not
sufficient for the task of literary analysis. The comments in the third paragraph about the tools’ “coolness”
are valid and supported with evidence, but the last paragraph adds little if anything. A closer look at the
rich details in the passage might have moved this essay into the top half of the scoring range, but without
deeper analysis it earned a score of 5.
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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY
Question 2 (continued)
Sample: 2C
Score: 3
Relying heavily on plot summary, this essay attempts in a single paragraph to show how Viramontes
develops character through detail, tone, and figurative language, the three literary devices suggested by
the prompt. However, the analysis is inadequate and unevenly controlled — a listing of terms without
substantive discussion. The analysis is fragmentary and unconvincing, and the organization of the
argument is hard to follow; there are disjoined observations from the passage, repetitive ideas, and a lack
of focus. Finally, the discussion features several questionable readings (the discussion of “script”; the
assertion that “the tone that the author used allowed the reader to assume that she was mildly
concerned”). A consideration of the richness of the passage is missing, without which the essay earned a
score of 3.
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