
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 

The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only 
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by 
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to 
reward students for what they do well. 

All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an essay 
with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 

9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or impressive in their control of 
language. 

8 Effective 

Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze ∗ the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to 
achieve his purpose. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and 
convincing, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to 
control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 

7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

6 Adequate 

Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to 
achieve his purpose. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and 
sufficient, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The writing may contain lapses in diction or 
syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 

5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to achieve his 
purpose. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The writing 
may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 

4 Inadequate 

Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to 
achieve his purpose. These essays may misunderstand the passage, misrepresent the strategies Kennedy 
uses, or may analyze these strategies insufficiently. The evidence or explanations used may be 
inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be 
less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 

* For the purposes of scoring, analysis refers to identifying features of a text and explaining how the author uses these to develop 
meaning or to achieve a particular effect or purpose. 
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES 

Question 2 (continued) 

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
analyzing the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to achieve his purpose. They are less 
perceptive in their understanding of the passage or Kennedy’s strategies, or the explanations or 
examples may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show less maturity in control of 
writing. 

2 Little Success 

Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing the rhetorical strategies President 
Kennedy uses to achieve his purpose. These essays may misunderstand the prompt, misread the passage, 
fail to analyze the strategies Kennedy uses, or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt 
tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. The prose often demonstrates 
consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or 
a lack of control. 

1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, or weak in their control of language. 

0 Indicates an off-topic response, one that merely repeats the prompt, an entirely crossed-out response, a 
drawing, or a response in a language other than English. 

—   Indicates an entirely  blank response. 
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 

Overview 

This question asked students to analyze the rhetoric of a speech given by John F. Kennedy at a 1962 news 
conference in which Kennedy lambasted the steel industry for its increase in prices. The prompt asked 
students to “analyze the rhetorical strategies President Kennedy uses to achieve his purpose.” Exam  
readers looked for analyses that accomplished four tasks: (1) reading for comprehension of Kennedy’s 
rhetorical purpose; (2) identifying features of the text that illustrated elements of rhetorical strategies;  
(3) explaining these strategies in the context of the speech; and (4) explaining the logic by which the 
selected strategies work (or fail to work) to advance Kennedy’s rhetorical purpose. 

Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 

This more than effective essay is especially sophisticated in its argument, thorough in its development, and 
impressive in its control of language. The student demonstrates how President Kennedy, “millionaire Harvard 
graduate,” both distances himself from the privileged class of steel executives with whom one might expect 
him to share a class identification and situates himself among the “aggrieved camp of everyday Americans” 
in his audience by invoking the dichotomous logic of us versus them. However, lest Kennedy raise the 
specter of class warfare — an issue of special concern, as he might seem to be intervening in the market and 
violating its ideology of free enterprise — he must establish another rationale for reinforcing his identification 
with that audience; hence, the appeal to patriotism anchored in his salute to American types (farmers, 
reservists, servicemen) and his invocation of a higher authority. This essay is especially astute in its superb 
analysis of the way that Kennedy’s identifications are carefully crafted and is remarkable in how it minutely 
traces the emergence of a strategy, rather than focusing superficially on the deployment of isolated rhetorical 
devices. 

Sample: 2B 
Score: 5 

This essay advances uneven evidence and explanations in supporting its analysis of Kennedy’s rhetorical 
strategies. The first example uses a family metaphor (father, elder son, and younger son) in order to identify 
the triangulation of Kennedy, the steel executives, and the American people in the speech. The student’s use 
of the family metaphor simplifies the context of the speech, and the characterization of Kennedy’s tone as 
paternal is not entirely apt. However, the family analogy is not wholly inaccurate; it allows the student to 
understand how Kennedy is in an authoritative position to adjudicate guilt: he assigns guilt to the elder son 
(the steel industry) for unnecessarily inflicting pain on the younger one (an innocent American public). 
Although the use of the metaphor may be strained, it nonetheless succeeds in highlighting the workings of 
pathos. As further evidence of the unevenness of this essay, the second paragraph makes an adequate 
observation about the contrast between a “tiny handful” of steel executives pitted against “185 million 
Americans” but embeds the contrast in an otherwise unconvincing and underdeveloped paragraph 
ostensibly analyzing “Kennedy’s well-chosen diction.” 
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY 

Question 2 (continued) 

Sample: 2C 
Score: 3 

The student does demonstrate an awareness of how audience shapes a message and also understands the 
task of rhetorical analysis when pointing out that Kennedy does not “sugarcoat” his message as he frames it 
for American citizens. The essay notes and paraphrases key parts of the speech, focusing on a call to action 
based on nationalist impulses (“John F Kennedy enstils [sic] the ideas of wanting to make a difference in his 
nation be [sic] allowing them to think they have responsibilities to their country”). However, the essay fails to 
connect its claims with the speech through sufficient and clarifying discussion. In the fourth paragraph, the 
essay lapses into a disjointed and particularly limited recitation of devices identified by the student as 
rhetorical. Control of writing is less mature than in a higher-scored response.  
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