AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2012 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 1

3 points

One point is earned for correctly identifying Mexico as the country that limits the chief executive to one

term.

One point is earned for a correct description of how a one-term limit can be an advantage for a political
system. Acceptable descriptions may include:

Prevents consolidation of power of a single leader over time.

Checks executive excess or power, such as preventing emergence of dictators.
Makes president less election focused.

Provides opportunity for new ideas, policies, or goals.

One point is earned for a correct description of how a one-term limit can be a disadvantage for a political
system. Acceptable descriptions include:

Forces good executives to leave office.

Leaves insufficient time to achieve goals.

Inhibits policy continuity.

Weakens accountability.

Is less responsive to public.

Creates lame duck period for executive.

Discourages building experience within the executive.
Leads to poorly designed policy.

Note: Students may NOT use the same factor as an advantage and a disadvantage.

A score of zero (0) is earned for an answer that earns no points.

A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank answer.
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COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Section II
Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer five short-answer concept questions, one conceptual analysis question,
and two country context questions. Unless the directions indicate otherwise, respond to all parts of all eight
questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline each answer. We suggest that you spend
approximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5. 30 minutes on question 6, and 40 minutes total on
questions 7 and 8. These suggested times do not reflect the weight of the questions as part of your AP exam score.

In your responses, use substantive examples where appropriatc. Make certain to number each of your answers as the
questions are numbered below.

Short-Answer Concepts: We suggest that you spend approximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5.
1. Identify the country studied in the AP Comparative Government and Politics course that limits the chief

executive to one term. Describe how a one-term limit can be an advantage for a political system. Describe
how a one-term limit can be a disadvantage for a political system.

A K()ofnfry thet has w limit o
the numbesr o+ tecti 15 [1€XiCo,
vbhere 0ue  4iX-Veal Fe g 15
Ser ved b\{; T/ Presi dJeu ., Fov auy
Political sysfetn , u Ohe tesi—
Livm i+ (g be bo £+ i occ/vuq‘fuﬁ'é
w o/ u Jd 1S alNoutuye., ownce Ced‘vavzho;;ﬂ
145 e+ g lewder /wi U heve wove
LLQF{{Jr?v’ t+o  PUSY His o Hev Policies
W ithpsot WOrly alovt the C¥fech (+~35.Cq
ucts ou Afutfove electious b (5o voateres
15 trvet wite  uo  [ripeud (kg eléctioy
there 4 less mpefvs Fol tue
Ledder 4o Puvt twe celectorgt+es [ wtrests

Y15+,

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

© 2012 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



‘._..
\N

COMPARATIVE GOYERNMENT AND POLITICS
Section IT
Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer five short-answer concept questions, one conceptual analysis question,
and two country context questions. Unless the directions indicate otherwise, respond to all parts of all eight
questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline each answer. We suggest that you spend
approximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5. 30 minutes on question 6. and 40 minutes total on
guestions 7 and 8. These suggested times do not reflect the weight of the questions as part of your AP exam score.

In your responses, use substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the
questions are numbered below.

Short-Answer Concepts: We suggest that you spend approximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5.
1. Identify the country studied in the AP Comparative Government and Politics course that limits the chief

executive to one term. Describe how a one-term limit can be an advantage for a political system. Describe
how a one-term limit can be a disadvantage for a political system.
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COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS l C‘
Section II
Time—1 hour and 40 minutes

Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer five short-answer concept questions, one conceptual analysis question,
and two country context questions. Unless the directions indicate otherwise, respond to all parts of all eight
questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline each answer. We suggest that you spend

oximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5. 30 minutes on question 6. and 40 minutes total on
questions 7 and 8. These suggested times do not reflect the weight of the questions as part of your AP exam score.
In your responses, use substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the
questions are numbered below.

Short-Answer Concepts: We suggest that you spend approximately 30 minutes total on questions 1 through 5.
1. Identify the country studied in the AP Comparative Government and Politics course that limits the chief

executive to one term. Describe how a one-term limit can be an advantage for a political system. Describe
how a one-term limit can be a disadvantage for a political system.
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AP® COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2012 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 1
Overview

The intent of this question was for students to describe an advantage and a disadvantage associated with
a one-term limit for chief executive. The skills tested were descriptive and conceptual: to identify Mexico
as the country studied in the AP Comparative Government and Politics course that limits the chief
executive to one term, to describe how a one-term limit can be an advantage for a political system, and to
describe how a one-term limit can be a disadvantage for a political system.

Sample: 1A
Score: 3

The response earned 1 point for correctly identifying Mexico as the country that limits the chief executive
to one term.

The response earned 1 point for the description of an advantage of a one-term limit by stating that “a
leader will have more ability to push His or Her policies without worry [sic] about the effect of such acts on

future elections.”

The response earned 1 point for the description of a disadvantage of a one-term limit by stating that “with
no impending election there is less impetus for the leader to put the electorates intrests [sic] first.”

Sample: 1B
Score: 2

The response earned no point for the country identification because the UK is incorrectly identified as the
country that limits the chief executive to one term.

The response earned 1 point for correctly describing an advantage of a one-term limit by claiming that
“there is no threat of a dictator emerging, or for the leader to gain too much power.”

The response earned 1 point for describing a disadvantage of a one-term limit by writing that “if the
executive was a positive figure ... and benefited the state ... he/she cannot continue as the executive.”

Sample: 1C
Score: 1

The response earned no point for the country identification.

The response earned 1 point for correctly describing an advantage of a one-term limit by stating that “it
prevents things like dictatorships from occuring [sic].”

The response earned no point for its description of a disadvantage of a one-term limit.
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