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Question 2 — Continuity and Change over Time 
 

BASIC CORE (competence)         0–7 Points 
 
1.  Has acceptable thesis.         1 Point 

• The thesis must accurately address and qualify change and

o The thesis does 

 continuity in long-
distance migration during the time period. 

not
o The thesis does 

 have to directly address global issues. 
not

o The thesis does 

 have to contain specific dates but must accurately 
address migrations within the time period. 

not
• The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the specified 

conclusion of the essay. 

 have to state the two regions. 

• The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple consecutive sentences. 
• If the thesis is repeated/restated in the conclusion it may count for credit 

beyond the thesis. 
• An acceptable thesis that accurately qualifies change and continuity may also 

contain some inaccuracies. 
• A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs or merely restates the prompt 

is unacceptable. 
• A statement that there were more changes than continuities does not 

constitute a thesis. 
• The thesis may not

 
 be counted for credit in any other category. 

2.   Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or                       
thoroughly.          2 Points 
For 2 points: 
• Essay addresses both change and

For 1 point: 

 continuity in long-distance migration that is 
relevant to the time period. 

• Essay accurately addresses either change or

 

 continuity in long-distance 
migration that is relevant to the majority of the time period. 

May not be taken from the thesis unless the thesis is repeated at the end of the essay. 
 
3.   Substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence.   2 Points 

For 2 points: 
• Provides a minimum of five

For 1 point: 

 pieces of accurate evidence that relate to long-
distance migration within the time period.  

• Provides a minimum of three

 

 pieces of accurate evidence that relate to long-
distance migrations within the time period. 

Groups of migrants may include mercenaries, missionaries, colonial elites, laborers, 
or merchants. 
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Question 2 — Continuity and Change over Time (continued) 
 
4.   Uses relevant world historical context effectively to explain continuity and              

change over time.         1 Point 
• Essay accurately relates either change or

• Essay accurately relates changes or continuities in long-distance migration 
between two specified regions to developments beyond these regions. 

 continuity to a long-distance 
migration within a larger global process such as colonization, industrialization, 
globalization, or abolition. 

 
5.   Analyzes the process of continuity and/or change over time.   1 Point 

• Analyzes the causes of either change or

• Analysis must be more than a discrete statement of evidence. 

 continuity in a long-distance migration 
in the time period. 

 
Subtotal           7 Points 
 
 
EXPANDED CORE (excellence)                                                                        0–2 Points 
 
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. The basic core score of 7 must be achieved  
before a student can earn expanded core points. 
 
Examples: 

• Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. 
• Analyzes all issues of the question (as relevant): global context, chronology, 

causation, change, continuity, effects, content. 
• Analyzes all aspects of the question thoroughly — there is balance in the 

discussion of change and continuity. 
• Addresses all parts of the question evenly. 
• Provides ample and accurate historical evidence to substantiate thesis. 
• Provides links with relevant ideas, events, and trends in an innovative way. 
• Examines long-distance migration beyond two specified world regions. 
• May address global continuities and changes in long-distance migration. 
• Provides a clear and concrete chronology of change. 

 
Subtotal                 2 Points 
 
Total            9 Points 
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Question 2 
 
Overview 
 
This year’s question about continuity and change over time asked students to identify long-distance 
migrations from two different world regions and to analyze the changes and continuities in these 
migrations from 1700 to 1900. The open nature of the question allowed students to provide a variety of 
global examples within a rich time period and to demonstrate their understanding of global migrations. In 
addition, the focus of the question, demographic changes (migrations) in the 18th and 19th centuries, is a 
clearly identified topic and theme in the AP World History Course Description.  
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
The student presents a clear thesis with qualification of both change and continuity within the first 
paragraph (1 point). The student clearly addresses change regarding the movement from the slave to 
indentured servant migration. Continuity is presented in a weaker manner regarding the continued 
migration of Europeans to Africa (2 points). The student provides clear evidence of change (potato famine, 
Australian penal colony, slaves, indentured servants, abolition, Chinese Exclusion Act, migrants to U.S.) in 
long-distance migrations throughout the essay but weaker evidence of continuity (Europeans to Africa)  
(2 points). The student presents a clear argument for global context for both change (abolition) and 
continuity (colonization) (1 point) and a clear argument for both change and continuity in long-distance 
migrations (1 point). The student received 1 expanded core point for evidence and analysis of global 
context for both change and continuity in long-distance migrations. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 4  
 
The student does not provide a clear, qualified statement of continuity or long-distance migrations within 
the time period. The student addresses change in the Atlantic slave trade but does not address continuity 
(1 point). The student provides a minimal three pieces of evidence, with two coming from the introduction 
(technologies making migration easier, end of slavery, Africans into Caribbean/Americas) (1 point). The 
student provides a global context regarding the Atlantic slave trade and its abolition (1 point) and analyzes 
the abolition of the slave trade and its effect on long-distance migrations from Africa (1 point). 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 2 
 
The student does not provide a clear statement about change, continuity, or long-distance migrations 
within the time period and does not address either change or continuity within the essay. The student 
provides seven pieces of evidence of long-distance migration at a minimal level (European desire for 
money led to migrations, slave migration, forced African migration, European migration in the late 19th 
century, steamships, European shortage of food and jobs, opportunities in the United States) (2 points). 
There are attempts at global context (Atlantic slave trade, European migration, colonization, 
industrialization), but they are not connected to either change or continuity. The student makes no 
attempt at analysis. 
 
 
 


