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AP® SPANISH LITERATURE
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 2: Thematic Analysis

Demonstrates Superiority

A very well-developed essay that convincingly and explicitly analyzes how obsession alters
human conduct in the work selected.

Analyzes appropriate examples from the chosen work to support the response.
Demonstrates insight; may show originality.
Virtually no irrelevant or erroneous information.

Reveals an exceptional understanding of the theme of obsession as a factor that alters human
conduct.

Demonstrates Competence

A well-developed essay that convincingly analyzes how obsession alters human conduct in
the work selected.

Analysis predominates; any plot summary or description serves to support the analysis.
Provides appropriate examples from the chosen work to support the response.

May reveal some insight or originality.

Reader may need to make some inferences because the response is not always sufficiently
explicit.

May contain some erroneous information, but errors do not significantly affect the overall
quality of the essay.

Suggests Competence

Student basically understands the question and the work selected, but the essay is not always
well focused or sufficiently developed.

Attempts to analyze how obsession alters human conduct in the work selected, but
commentary is relatively superficial.

Plot summary predominates but is connected to the attempted analysis.
May require significant inferences because the response is not always explicit.
May contain errors of fact or interpretation that detract from the overall quality of the essay.

Suggests Lack of Competence

Elssay suggests that the student has not adequately understood the question and/or the work.
Elssay is poorly organized; focus wanders; comments are sketchy.

May consist almost entirely of plot summary.

Irrelevant comments may predominate.

Possibly a prepared overview of the text or the author with limited connection to the question.
May contain major errors that weaken the overall quality of the essay.

Demonstrates Lack of Competence

Elssay demonstrates a lack of understanding of the question and/or the chosen work.
Essay lacks organization or is chaotic.

Examples are inappropriate or incorrect; OR examples are absent.

Demonstrates unfamiliarity with the chosen work.
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Question 2: Thematic Analysis (continued)

0 No Credit
o Blank page; OR mere restatement of the question; OR response is so brief or so poorly written
as to be meaningless; OR response is written in English; OR response is completely off topic or
off task (obscenity, nonsense poetry, drawings, letter to the reader, etc.).

Language Usage

The AP Spanish Literature Exam tests the ability of students to write well-organized essays in correct and
idiomatic Spanish. These scoring guidelines assess the degree to which language usage effectively
supports an appropriate response to the question. All the criteria listed below should be taken into
account in categorizing the student’s command of the written language as related to each literature
question.

b Very Good Command
e Infrequent, random errors in grammatical structures.
e Varied and accurate use of vocabulary.

e Control of the conventions of the written language (spelling, accents, punctuation,
paragraphing, etc.).

4 Good Command

e Some errors in grammatical structures; however, these do not detract from the overall
readability of the essay or response.

e Appropriate use of vocabulary.

e Conventions of the written language are generally correct (spelling, accents, punctuation,
paragraphing, etc.).

3 Adequate Command
e Frequent grammatical errors, but essay or response is comprehensible.
e [Limited vocabulary.

e May have numerous errors in conventions of the written language (spelling, accents,
punctuation, paragraphing, etc.).

2 Weak Command
e Serious grammatical errors that force a sympathetic reader to supply inferences.
e Very limited and/or repetitive vocabulary.
e Pervasive errors in the conventions of the written language.

1 Inadequate Command
e Constant grammatical errors that render comprehension difficult.
e Insufficient vocabulary.
e Lack of control of the conventions of the written language.

0 No Credit
e Unintelligible, written in English, or off task.

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



- ol L}
:r-ﬁ. SRR

& 1 Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

Lo obra e Fooloriceo (Garele lorca
loo Loe Lo PBosmandle Alhr prssento La_
M Oé_, A . g{f/‘-‘-fr’ 0(4'-» WA-&W M-—
Yomean vao /,a_ o;vm-c.wvx aéz, gz, 1&
M mzwéuz_ Wﬂu Lol WO, A
WV(L gl C&o& MU—-#A&CM(’U'LG‘-

Lo wonira awmfmmnlvuﬂ;%aoéw Lo M.,;MXA
Soéflb% todo lon ae/mmm,m P""‘-Wﬁw@/—\ /4»&@
MMW L«, w Oé'wua.Mqum\— mﬂ Ae
a@a«.u_moﬂém .oov Lo aﬂawwa./ émm é:é?&t'/vw’mﬂ(t
éAvf-od ,oe/u»oﬂwm poro- &/_nium_/ Al
Obra_ ¢ .fa, Wm s Laina g esto conﬁ@ma,
& &QAMWML L ,4,&,@,_ o@ém,a._ Comg—
Vosoinat e e b 72& Y Coa— Lo
foolico e soelts conny el Nlelln lonsitrn.
postan um Wﬁaﬁm Loshe ¢ = Ao Ko obra
Mg/a_ d S Cnﬁm—%m pm/ /bévv\.ﬂ-e/L— /ZM
(oolinon MZ@&AA« 5/& &mM&QM
? /.oaﬂ-a. ant .ooa&m /W Ao /ﬂfmm
Jnkyrnan . é/)/'o e,v\_,'f'mﬂfd co Commnarto_ en Vo o N
L /40(464& éo wut . Da o o Comeden

o

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Write in the box the number of the question you are answering --E
on this page as it is designated in the exam. Q

@é /mv‘vw& /y(L W}f‘w’ﬁh ,rfad «Z-uéo M‘L&—

OMW\»Z_ co /04249‘&-}:4/ &Mﬂ&_
nL/M.L -@_ L 2ur N &L u«w% (q/.;L, *L"-’U'-‘g M
& peaai Lo devon indenelonon  inobloy /WL
(:étﬁ)_pgz_ frnor Za, zwt-ac«_:ﬁfm Lo Ao nrna
M% oprtycsn fwﬁv\ ol sl
a‘é/‘a- Lo Lotoo : yn /DWk ,WM Lo
doshocoivn Al ser hmno.

fomolo Lo andilesis ole Alila,
m W éa«_, A,oAvL/eMJQ,_ Jam;éxem b O
s fgommfm Suo Codo Lo ohseglon
v X Dac{i/t_. .41, 6@ dont Sobre gk LSM
/éd-— me ﬂ/j—' M €4 W\[e- 4%~
Gan 4%4 /ﬂ+ﬁ— 7Lf'\m./c\_. ffacéua /ﬁh mwdaé‘f A
//]/h« ﬂ..éc,amﬁf— pzm C’AA?LLNL» R R %‘M
W. l/wmwréo’ @M% Gunp . Atra M
A I/M Tfa‘m_ oé. &c(*a pﬁ_, 74 v—w{; SN2V

,&'ﬁf Ca_ﬁl-/bg& ,él#cm,:bméé_,m

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



2/ Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
& ) on this page as it is designated in the exam.
o , M
Covmmorraten G M o na y g
; '. A*!-"-' V. LO o ‘LQ—‘ Au-«rm-A

MWM@MWW#&&,QQJLQ&

iy A Mwma«{a@d S;M?M—Q-

VM O(JL COMN ARl

‘L W La MW éé_ Seed QMMA/.
W MW/U&. & :W—ﬁk— uL, eamtwwgﬂ_ o
e e S ua&m%o( Lo o@w o{iz_

Oéé. dm. OZ;/ML a(avwé. m_ommﬁu

Onillona_ o WW‘—- o M}Mr& M

7 d WM/@' A Modinio

AL é/w\/b@_a_, J’G-Vvul:m_éw\ DMLL.— L&AM /&_/

726/}440&_ Lﬂ'c,o_,éa, WG@_.MP;O

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



2A

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering & l
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

% o/u% q/,d’_. /ﬂh«oMl‘l“M A2 CM«?—«QC’/L-
/wa&__ DMA::_,M wmi) wg Eada
AL /zc,c }IAA&-{ 4 A}pot/mwto\ endonce s oveln_
Lan verolaolonos ndempionin Lo Modivio Ma
;;mme/pe_ Nolo m.omo de. Efa A&)JOMF"\-
en Yo qﬂL L mw%vzcm CLM%Q a_gue Mo-wLH“w
o(e/wn/w—% e Z»JZAJ&_ tonAlio.  facio Alola_
Y pre Jw«o@— wma.  pbaesion o verta W
(_Q\L-& w nelironcande  ge /uuﬁe/gl_ a,é
/mﬂ b O choa Ager
/foféﬁa_, fn Mw% no @cm M%Memﬂoﬂ

ntica ew\’ cmmLuL o Ko obsesidn .

Lo (ova e Bermonole, Alboe e gofocces
——— DMA-' (7 evmrimalCons 505 _CEA/\_‘)(;W‘CA?“) m—(/mod
M a,,\,ﬂﬁaz_, [mcL boeone Lp_ Mm: ew'ﬁa_

Mhom WWW’/MJ&Q&-
Apstraceion

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



2B

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 2_
on this page as it is désignated in the exam.

NO oy Yas grande Y¥ndaenad Safrirmiento
o\ de perder (1 un er amado.Hoveces
es  Sufrimiento €S wmuy grande e 10S atbrra
o \idQ ey de WG wnaerQ. pegativi . ESTO
MQWM/WWWAMM/V\E\/W\D 2\ +emna
de \& 0bgesion como £0Gor Oine u\mm \&
(OAUCKO hurana® Se. pUeiie. Vel en \a Olora
“Elhijon de Hovacie Quirgia.

D 1o ObrOy e A0t SObe. un
pOAre y SU NIO e vivel g SPloS en UG
oSt en €1 osgue . Bl bopa no puede sahre o
CUZAr | pOr cONALUION?S medicas, per) wranda o
SO O COAAC BN S \WAGI. XA €\ adye el
bosque, HNMooliza 1D o\ & e\ QrOSO. &
SN emnenirgo , soie. cwe o A O\

N e se
enrtear A\ bOEGure Y 4 Terse, or SISO,

Baet Hou oy €l Wivo vO poder NAerenOiSarse wh
E\ p0pd sin emnoorgd  0umee mulnO o S N\0
VN0 puede  contener  se\WiC wedo coo\a Ve
oUe SU N0 oy o cazar Ciondo su o
Cone o caral @\ puede viSualizar rodo
g camino _sin o\Tiar g ver \o.

£\ o %\emﬁmbrwm% A reOSo”
ce_cozan \; cuondn N0 (eOyeso Oxﬁxzmm e

topa s&  peedCARo. VO &N \o\)\sm&dq AL el

[ e€o

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



2B 2 o>

2 Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

7% YAV, SN CuaNcle vt (\\0\0 THGAD en
e\ DISO %& meoa aq P&hSO\P ol es U
hiio. Siente D\\ao MUYy pvofundo 0,1, LINO (2
CLONTSR DRYO nO WEQQA%MO buede SQCQr ese
\ontre  porg Le serlo _confirrmorion oe Sy
N0 esie NURNTO. LN este mborento el paso
Prcle s 10 Cobeza  POCEFRRENGEN € ST
ohsesxfﬂ%c;ci% on O UL SU o este vive. p
Sona\a \OO\YO\ erge= COCUCY O™ O Su O el
N vo\*reO\ O Ner SU 0 con vido, BEL s \lency
(%& %Q\QCKK#(%U&JQM Y%O eSA VWO N (0 |lenvax,
A¢ \nomides o sU COE, SN ConSe  Cuey Tty gl
0A0 10 esta_wnaginando. Sa i, S\ €ST0 OO
N foelo6- £S5 9 CUCDD &\ pure. €SO Ymdo €N
e\ Hisei 0 gue Se meaam O\ﬁeﬁm COCNO

verocoero, Wiviper

S’b’t“'\"ﬁ‘?‘?' O Tk K,L)\\‘U\.
E\ Pliba NO recwem Saicamentt, ton S

hi\o e \O\ mSO\ 12 \2&@65 AN VRONHD e el o
50 obsesion cle. encontrar a S hio convdo
105 \niz0 peroet < () bien estar. 9ackmos
refeniy (e el padfe NUNCA O Upooe
Onoente epior 1o muente  de st hijo.

34 hit0 era U gran OSSO 2N \a vida ~~

en PBY\O\@NO \(\0\' perd 0 s Yozon cte Vit

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



RXC 1 ef 2

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering g
on this pgast:d signated in the exam.

¢n A0 Ot N (0 WU N otwu ula” etz
LI Lukig PG M%ﬂm MO 2] g
0 ovEenon arted 1g conductz himand ya quo
L0 ST sl muonee WEDWM estolan enaqaaos
r\o FAOVAC NS oAmints gqud (eUeRidn cadd
(s Al (68 Rr0neC ma& \WAHANTES Ad
m old SN Qenadadn y AN 10T m qu_oan
S 0naS madm A0 050 QUPNTD 2\ ol A0 QST
W0 aenvon “UmDITdlZL  d0Sdoiamunta dg 10§
PN ya - gue U0 as) cono se o
el owm o 9\ ol i 08 fodod |0
COTINS (O ooupti. 4\ Q£ o1l cpadou
A0S cpenes o BN TT, U dﬂdlcaccm 0
W ¢ w0 qu 2 QU0 SUCIOraE - 8
Sequn Qdfla\lm P10 WNDONAFC 1) 0o 10
gu WA OO0 1 gulrd Suker Aod0 10 que
mu\mm \ MO SUS -AvLANNUIES” puer 0
QUSTUMENAOKE. Lonaat a) pacecar ead g uin
AT gue empoly o DSeecnaé de s
mm amxao 20 A W AR ) pr(ds
COSUS U QU A8NgA_po0s el TS
oo oL Sral e 0s1 como” g &uuaa dd
QS Palnaas \o \ydion o g (Pdliddd N
AW oS 0 ge A0 Lol auﬁ conarlata no

L0 Wy 2\ ol P2 A 0S1 om0 %S

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



20 2. o8 2

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

OUSTZAS AL L0L0bIe pusYaton Qu- Qignfacado

AL |
a0 pelinalidad ~ @ssaiidad.

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® SPANISH LITERATURE
2011 SCORING COMMENTARY

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.
Question 2: Thematic Analysis
Overview

Two types of thematic analysis questions are possible: the first is an analysis of a given theme or topic in
one work from the reading list; the second involves the comparison of a given theme or topic in two works
from the required reading list. This year’s question was of the former type. Students were asked to write an
essay analyzing the theme of obsession as a factor that alters human conduct in one work chosen from a
list of four titles: Horacio Quiroga's “El hijo,” Jorge Luis Borges's “La muerte y la brujula,” Gabriel Garcia
Mérquez's “La prodigiosa tarde de Baltazar,” and Federico Garcia Lorca's La casa de Bernarda Alba. These
titles provided a diverse selection of 20th-century works from Spain and Latin America (Uruguay,
Argentina, and Colombia) as well as examples of different literary genres (short story, play). The scope of
the question was broadened by virtue of the many and varied examples of obsession (psychological,
sexual, philosophical, political, artistic) that distinguish the characters in these works and impact their
behavior.

Sample: 2A
Content Score: 8
Language Score: 5

Content: This well-developed essay convincingly analyzes how the selected work (La casa de Bernarda
Alba) treats the theme of obsession as a factor that alters human conduct in several characters in the play
and earned a score of 8. It provides a well-formulated and sustained thesis: obsession is harmful and leads
to destruction (“es dariina y esta conlleva a la destruccion del ser humano”). The essay analyzes how the
three principal characters, Bernarda, Adela, and Martirio, each demonstrate a particular obsession (“Adela
demuestra poseer un gran afan ... por romper las cadenas que la atan al control de Bernarda”;
“Representando la antitesis de Adela, Bernarda Alba sostiene tambien una profunda pasion, en su caso, la
obsesion por el poder y el control sobre sus hijas”; “la obsesion de Martirio por el egoismo conlleva a su
destruccion en la forma de una envidia poderosa hacia Adela”). The thesis is developed and supported with
examples from the work (“el protocolo de vestimenta de luto,” “les prohibe salir de la casa,” “esta decide
robar Ila foto de Pepe”). The essay reveals some insight (“a travez de su interaccién con su criada, quien a
pesar de ser su voz de consciencia advirtiendole siempre a Bernarda la maldad de sus acciones, Bernarda
siempre la ignora y continua a ejercer su voluntad”). The essay requires some inferences, because the
response is not always explicit (“Esta actitud hipécrita entonces revela las verdaderas intenciones de
Martirio, ella quiere solo su propio beneficio”; “Aqui, al ver que su hermana Adela ha fallecido, no expresa
sentimientos de dolor ante su pérdida, al contrario, expresa gratificacion”), and the essay contains some
information presented as literal rather than metaphorical (“toma todas las medidas a su alcanze para castrar a

sus hijas,” “

nou

'su obsesion la conlleva a asesinar a su propia hija”). The conclusion of the essay is a weaker
restatement of the introduction (“La casa de Bernarda Alba sirve entonces para comunicar los sentimientos
intimos del autor, Lorca hacia la obsesion: esta no es més que una fuente de destruccion”). If the student had
provided a more explicit conclusion and more appropriate and clear examples to support the analysis, the
essay would have merited a score of 9.
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Question 2: Thematic Analysis (continued)

Language: This essay shows very good command of the language. There are some errors in grammatical
structures (“Bernarda, madre y superior del grupo,” “las personajes principales,” “ser apasionadas por alguna
obsesion”), but the student provides other very good examples of correct grammatical and idiomatic

n,ou

expressions (“poder perseguir sus pasiones intimas”; “La destruccién de Bernarda, entonces, se enfatiza al
final de la obra”; “Eista hipocresia es lo que entonces conlleva a que Martirio desarrolle una fuerte envidia
hacia Adela”). The vocabulary is varied (“apasionadas,” “dafiina,” “angelical,” “culminacion,” “desprecio,”
“beneficio”) and accurate (“conlleva a la destruccién,” “las verdaderas intenciones”). The essay demonstrates
control of the conventions of the written language, with occasional errors in spelling (“oprecion,” “aderirse,”

“alcanze,” “a travez,” “obedescan” ) and accents (“caracteristica,” “advirtiendole,” “egoismo,” “Aqui”).

nou

nou " ou nou

" ou nou ”ou

Sample: 2B
Content Score: 6
Language Score: 4

Content: This essay suggests competence and therefore earned a score of 6. The student basically
understands the question and “El hijo” (“su hijo era su gran obsesién en la vida — y en perderlo ha perdido su
razon de vivir"). The student attempts to analyze how “El hijo” treats the theme of obsession as a factor that
alters human conduct, but commentary is relatively superficial (“No hay mas grande sufrimiento que el de
perder a un ser amado. Haveces es sufrimiento es muy grande que los altera la vida de una manera negativa”,
“Cuando su hijo sale a cazar el puede visualizar todo su camino sin boltiar a ver lo"). Although plot summary
predominates, it is connected to the attempted analysis (“La obra trata sobre un padre y su hijo que viven
solos en una casa en el bosque”; “Para el padre el bosque symboliza lo salvaje y peligroso”; “En este momento
el papa pierde la cabeza por estar obsesionado en que su hijo este vivo”). The essay contains some errors of
fact or interpretation that detract from its overall quality (“El papa no puede salir a cazar, por condiciones
medicas, pero manda a su hijo a cazar en su lugar”; “Su hija si esta muerto y es su cuerpo el que esta tirado
en el piso; lo que se niegaba aceptar como verdadero”). If the essay had included more appropriate textual
references and connected them more convincingly to the attempted analysis, this essay would have merited

a higher score.

Language: The essay shows good command of the language. There are some errors in grammatical
structure ( “que los altera la vida,” “el hijo va poder independisarse,” “no puede contener sentir miedo cada
vez que su hijo vaya a cazar,” “horario precisas,” “ver su hijo"); however, they do not detract from the overall
readability of the essay. There is appropriate use of vocabulary (“sufrimiento,” “salvaje y peligroso,”
“visualizar,” “fisicamente”). The conventions of the written language are generally correct, with errors in
spelling (“Haveces,” “Quiroja,” “symboliza,” “Ha si,” “independisarse,” “boltiar,” “regrasar”) and accents
(“mas,” "medicas,” “por si mismo,” “el puede visualizar,” “busqueda,” “confinrmaria,” “esta imaginando,”
“niegaba,” “papa,” “fisicamente,” “obsesion”).

nou

nou nou ”ou

nou nou

nou nou

© 2011 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® SPANISH LITERATURE
2011 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2: Thematic Analysis (continued)

Sample: 2C
Content Score: 3
Language Score: 3

Content: This essay suggests a lack of competence and earned a score of 3. The student does not
adequately understand either the question or “La muerte y la brijula” (“Borges presenta como el tema de la
obsesion altera la conducta humana, ya que en esta historia muchos personajes estaban encargados de
resolver unos crimenes que ocurrian cada ciertos dias”). The essay is poorly organized and comments are
sketchy (“Seguin, Schorlach era inocente y en todo lo que hacia Lénrot, él queria saber todo lo que encontraba
y como sus evidencias fueron construyendose”). Irrelevant comments predominate (“al final fue asi como la
ayuda de sus evidencias o llevaron a la realidad y fue asi como se dio cuenta que Scharlach no era como él
aparentaba ser"). The essay appears to be a prepared overview of the text with limited connection to the
question (“EI tema de esta obra tambien demostraba el desdoblamiento de los personajes”). For instance,
there are statements about personal identity and crime detection that are characteristic of Borges's stories
but are not connected in the essay to the theme of obsession. Major errors weaken the overall quality of the
essay (“Lonrot al parecer, llego a un punto que empezo a sospechar de su gran amigo”; “Fue asi como estos
protagonistas de la obra mostraron su significado de personalidad y responsabilidad”). If the essay had
contained fewer errors of interpretation and had the examples been both correct and tied to an attempt to
analyze the theme of obsession as a factor that alters human conduct, this essay would have merited a
higher score.

Language: The essay demonstrates adequate command of the language to support an appropriate response
to the question. There are some errors in grammatical structures, but these do not detract from the overall
readability of the essay (“cada ciertos dias,” “el culpable de todos los crimenes que ocurria,” “se dio cuenta
que”). The vocabulary, however, is limited (“encargados,” “ocurrian,” “fue asi,” “ocurria”). The essay also
contains numerous errors in conventions of the written language: lack of accents (“crimenes,” “fue asi como,”

“se llego, " “construyendose,” “empezo” ) and misspelling (“se llego ha saber”).

" ou

nou

lo que hacia,

”ou
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