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SCORE DESCRIPTION TASK COMPLETION TOPIC DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE USE 
5 

Demonstrates 
excellence 

HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
excellence in 
Presentational Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

• Fully addresses and completes 
the task. 

• Refers to and integrates well 
all sources into the essay. 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and thorough.  
• Essay is very well organized and cohesive. 
• All or almost all information is accurate. 
• Synthesis of information significantly outweighs 

summary or mere citations. 
• Accurate social and/or cultural references included.  

• Control of a variety of structures and idioms; occasional errors may occur, but 
there is no pattern. 

• Rich, precise, idiomatic vocabulary; ease of expression. 
• Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation). 
• Register is highly appropriate. 

4 
Demonstrates 

command 

MID–HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates command 
in Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Appropriately addresses and 
completes the task. 

• Refers to and integrates all 
sources into the essay. 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and well 
developed. 

• Essay is well organized and generally cohesive. 
• Information is generally accurate. 
• Synthesis of information outweighs summary or 

mere citations. 
• Generally accurate social and/or cultural references 

included. 

• Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few 
grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary 
structures. 

• Considerable breadth of vocabulary. 
• Conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, 

paragraphing and punctuation) are generally correct. 
• Register is appropriate. 

3 
Demonstrates 
competence 

MID 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

• Addresses and completes the 
task. 

• Refers to most if not all of the 
sources in the essay. 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant. 
• Essay is organized, with adequate cohesiveness.  
• Information is generally accurate, although there 

may be some inaccuracy or lack of precision. 
• Summary or mere citations of information may 

outweigh synthesis. 
• Generally appropriate social and/or cultural 

references included. 

• Errors may occur in a variety of structures. 
• Appropriate vocabulary, but may have occasional interference from another 

language. 
• May have errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation). 
• Register is generally appropriate. 

2 
 

Suggests lack of 
competence 

MID–LOW 
A writing sample that 
suggests lack of 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
can be described as the 
following: 

• Partially addresses and/or 
completes the task. 

• May only refer to some but 
not all of the sources in the 
essay. 

• Treatment of the topic may be somewhat irrelevant. 
• Essay may be inadequately organized. 
• Information may be limited or inaccurate.  
• There is little synthesis of the information. 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references may be 

included. 

• Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; there may 
be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures. 

• Limited vocabulary; frequent interference from another language may occur. 
• Frequent errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation) may be present. 
• Register may be inappropriate. 

1 
 

Demonstrates lack 
of competence 

LOW 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates lack of 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
can be described as the 
following: 

• Does not complete the task. 
• Refers poorly to only one or 

two of the sources in the 
essay. 

• Treatment of the topic is somewhat irrelevant. 
• Essay may be disorganized. 
• Information is very limited and mainly inaccurate. 
• There may be no synthesis of information. 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references 

included. 

• Numerous grammatical errors impede communication. 
• Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference from another language. 
• Pervasive errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation) may interfere with written 
communication. 

• Minimal to no attention to register. 

0 An essay that receives this score does not provide evidence of sufficient language to merit a score of 1, or it is a restatement or rewriting of the topic or information in the sources. 

— An essay that receives this score is blank, off task, completely irrelevant to the topic, or written in a language other than Spanish.
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Presentational Writing 
 
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain errors. 
 
Sample: PW-2A 
Score: 5 
 
This essay fully addresses and completes the task by integrating the sources to support the statements.  
Topic development is relevant and thorough. The first sentence presents the thesis: “En la actualidad, uno de 
los mayores problemas en nuestra sociedad es la obesidad.” The information presented is accurate, and 
synthesis significantly outweighs summary. The essay is well organized, with an introduction, thorough 
development of the topic, and a conclusion. The student demonstrates control of a variety of structures and 
idioms, as well as rich vocabulary: “El chef español José Andrés pretende captar la atencion de todos los 
estadounidenses para reducir este riesgo”; “Aparte de correr el riesgo de obesidad, la actividad fisica, una 
buena alimentacion y dormir las horas necesarias tambien ayudan a prevenir otras enfermedades.” The 
register is highly appropriate, and there is no pattern of errors, although errors do occur. Overall this essay 
exhibits excellent command of conventions of the written language. 
 
Sample: PW-2B 
Score: 3 
 
This essay addresses and completes the task while referring to all the sources. The three sources are 
integrated into the essay: “Mucha gente no cree que es importante tener una buena salud, pero es la cosa 
mas importante para vivir bien.” There is slight misinterpretation of information from the sources: “No es 
bueno dormir mas el fin de semana, es importante que se duerme las ochos horas constantemente y 
adecuadamente entre la semana.” Errors in orthography and sentence structure occur: “Saber cocinar es 
muy importante, porque se no sabes cocinar todas las personas salgan para restaurantes”; “Se debe portar la 
nuestra conociencia de lo que está succediendo con la obesidad en otro paises para ayudar.” Some 
transitional devices are used to support cohesiveness: “La última cosa que es importante para mantener una 
buena salud es tener actividad física.” The evident cohesiveness and the development of the topic as well as 
the use of synthesis and summary are illustrative of an essay that earned a midlevel score. 
 
Sample: PW-2C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay makes little reference to the sources and does not complete the task. Treatment of the topic is 
irrelevant in many instances. The focus is on personal recommendations and does not reflect the information 
given in the sources: “Nosotros ayudamos ir al gimnasío cada día para ejececir o hacer muchas actividades 
físicos. Nosotros ayudamos los empezar coman bien y evitar comidas son no buenos para sus saludades.” 
Although the essay uses paragraphing and correct punctuation, it contains numerous errors in orthography, 
vocabulary and elementary structures that impede communication. Information presented in the sources is 
misinterpreted owing to lack of control of simple structures: “nosotros ayudamoslos dormir menos de ocho 
horas durante toda la semana.” Errors in elementary structures and vocabulary occur frequently: “Tambíen, 
puede ayudar nuestro economía porque menos gentes son enfermedades.” There is interference from 
another language (English): “En muchas países hoy, especialmente en Estados Unidos, habia muchos gentes 
son en riesgo de obesidad”; “Para evitar la problema, yo sugestio un bueno ídea.”  
 
 




