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Question 3 
 
Describe and analyze the impact of the rise of Russia on international relations in Europe in 
the period from 1685 to 1815. 
 
9–8 points 

• Thesis is strong and addresses both the rise of Russia and its impact on Europe. 
• Organization is clear and effective. 
• Essay is well balanced and discusses both the rise of Russia and its impact on Europe. 
• Essay addresses all three components of the question: religion, government and daily life. 
• All major assertions are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 
• Essay demonstrates how the rise of Russia is linked to Russia’s impact on the rest of Europe. 
• Essay contains some insightful analysis. 
• Essay may contain some errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 points 

• Thesis addresses both the rise of Russia and its impact on Europe. 
• Organization is clear and effective. 
• Essay treats both the rise of Russia and its impact on Europe but might show some imbalance. 
• Essay contains some analysis, though it tends to read more as historical narrative. 
• Essay may contain minor errors. 

 

 
5–4 points 

• Thesis is clearly stated but uneven (e.g., addresses Russia’s rise but not its impact). 
• Organization may be unbalanced and ineffective. 
• Discussion tends to focus on either the rise of Russia or the impact of Russia. 
• Major assertions are supported by at least one piece of evidence. 
• Essay may contain minor errors. 

 
3–2 points 

• Thesis is missing or just restates the prompt. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance. 
• Discussion contains at least one piece of historical evidence. 
• Essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

  

 
1–0 points 

• Thesis is missing. 
• Essay is poorly organized. 
• Essay is off task or not responsive to the prompt. 
• There is little or no supporting evidence. 
• Essay contains major errors. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 
 
The essay has a strong thesis that addresses both the rise of Russia and its impact on the rest of Europe. It 
demonstrates a solid grasp of the chronology of Russia’s consolidation and expansion. All major assertions 
are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. The essay features numerous instances of insightful 
analysis, and the writing is clear and sophisticated throughout. The wealth of supporting evidence, the clear 
command of the chronology, and the insightful analysis earned this essay the maximum score of 9. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
The essay presents an acceptable thesis that is more than a mere restatement of the question. There is 
adequate discussion of the accomplishments of Peter the Great and Catherine the Great in modernizing 
Russia, but the essay is rather vague on the effect their policies had on European international relations and 
balance of power. There are mentions of Peter being “able to defeat other nations” and “obtain a sea port,” as 
well as of Catherine’s armies being “able to defeat numerous opponents” and partition “parts of Poland,” but 
these references are not convincingly linked to changing patterns in international relations in Europe. The 
claim that Austrian concerns over a Russian takeover of all of Poland prevented Austria from defeating the 
French revolutionary armies early on is erroneous, although the subsequent discussion of Russia’s role in 
defeating Napoleon is acceptable. The essay did not earn a score of 6 because of its limited analysis of 
Russia’s impact on patterns of international diplomacy; on the other hand, it earned a score higher than 4 
because of the relatively high level of detail in the discussion of the rise of Russia under Peter and Catherine. 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 1 
 
The essay opens with a factually incorrect attempt at a thesis. The overall organization is poor, and much of 
the discussion is off task. There are numerous factual errors, unsubstantiated general claims and irrelevant 
information. The mention of communism in Russia indicates a very poor grasp of the chronology. The essay 
earned a score of 1 on the strength of the single correct piece of evidence presented (concerning Peter the 
Great and his modernization of Russia). 
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