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Question 2 
 
Describe the challenges to royal authority in eastern Europe in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries and evaluate the effectiveness of those challenges. 
 
9–8 points 

• Thesis either identifies at least two challenges that applied to eastern Europe in general OR 
identifies one challenge and connects it explicitly to at least two eastern European states. 

• Essay may discuss external (international) challenges as well as internal challenges. 
• Organization is clear and supports the argument. 
• Discussion addresses at least two eastern European countries. 
• Essay is well balanced in its discussion of identified challenges to royal authority. 
• All major assertions are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 
• Essay may contain some minor errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 

 
7–6 points 

• Thesis either identifies at least two challenges that applied to eastern Europe in general OR 
identifies one challenge and connects it explicitly to at least two Eastern European states. 

• Essay may discuss external (international) challenges as well as internal challenges. 
• Organization is clear and supports the argument. 
• Discussion addresses at least two eastern European countries, though it may be unbalanced. 
• Essay may emphasize one country more than the other or may emphasize one challenge more than 

the other. 
• All major assertions are supported by several pieces of relevant evidence. 
• Essay may contain some errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 

 

 
5–4 points 

• Thesis addresses a challenge or challenges in a general context OR generalizes about eastern 
Europe without focusing on challenges to royal authority. 

• Organization is unbalanced or ineffective. 
• Discussion focuses either on one challenge or on one eastern European state. 
• Essay tends to look at accomplishments of monarchs rather than challenges to monarchs. 
• Essay contains more than one piece of historical evidence. 
• Essay may contain minor errors. 

 

 
3–2 points 

• Thesis statement is missing or merely restates the prompt. 
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay is often off task and irrelevant. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance. 
• There is limited supporting evidence. 
• Essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 
1–0 points 

• Thesis is missing. 
• Essay is poorly organized. 
• Essay is off task or not responsive to the prompt. 
• There is little or no supporting evidence. 
• Essay has major errors. 
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Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 
 
The essay has a well-crafted thesis that addresses two countries (Prussia and Russia), as well as one major 
challenge (the traditional class structure). It focuses on domestic challenges to both the Prussian and the 
Russian monarchy and shows a sophisticated understanding of these challenges. The argument is 
supported by multiple pieces of specific evidence. There are no major errors that detract from the overall 
argument. The essay earned the maximum score of 9 because of its insightful analysis and sophisticated 
grasp of the course content targeted by the question. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 5 
 
The essay’s thesis is embedded in the introduction and addresses three types of challenges to royal 
authority: religious tensions, foreign threats and internal dissent. The essay is unbalanced, with the 
challenges to royal authority in Habsburg Austria being the primary focus. Prussia and the challenges to 
the Prussian monarchy are mentioned only in passing. The evidence for Austria is specific and relatively 
strong, but evidence for Prussia is lacking. The discussion of Enlightenment political philosophy and its 
impact in eastern Europe is unfocused and lacks specifics. The essay’s lack of balance prevented it from 
earning a score of 6, but it merited higher than a score of 4 because the coverage of Austria is solid, with 
challenges to Habsburg authority clearly identified and supported by evidence. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 2 
 
The essay’s attempted thesis is confused — it does refer to Enlightenment ideas, but it appears to 
suggest that monarchs in eastern Europe faced few if any challenges overall. The body paragraphs are 
likewise dismissive of the idea that royal authority in eastern Europe was challenged in any meaningful 
way during this period (except for one valid reference to Pugachev’s Rebellion in Russia). Individual 
monarchs are noted in passing, with little development or explanation. The writing is vague, general and 
simplistic. There are several interpretive mistakes and factual errors. The essay earned better than a score 
of 1 because of its brief mention of Frederick William II and Catherine the Great and some reference to 
events during their reigns, but it did not earn a score of 3 because of the overall lack of specificity and 
apparent lack of understanding of the question. 
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