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Question 2 
(Tomson Highway’s Kiss of the Fur Queen) 

 
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.  
 
9–8 These essays offer a persuasive analysis of how Highway uses literary techniques to dramatize 

Okimasis’ experience. They may consider such literary elements as diction, syntax, point of view, 
and selection of detail. They sustain their arguments through apt and specific textual references. 
Although these essays may not be error-free, their perceptive analysis is apparent in writing that 
is clear, precise, and effectively organized. Essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis 
and more effective control of language than do essays scored an 8.  

 
7–6 These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how Highway uses literary techniques to dramatize 

Okimasis’ experience. They provide a sustained, competent reading of the passage, supported by 
textual references. Although these essays may not be error-free and may be less perceptive or less 
convincing than 9–8 essays, they present ideas with clarity and control. Essays scored a 7 present 
better developed analysis and more consistent command of elements of effective composition than 
do essays scored a 6.  

 
5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the passage, but they tend 

to be superficial or undeveloped in their treatment of how Highway uses literary techniques to 
dramatize Okimasis’ experience. Although exhibiting some analysis of the passage, implicit or 
explicit, the discussion may be slight, and support from the text may be thin or tend toward 
paraphrase. These essays demonstrate adequate control of language, but the writing may be 
marred by surface errors. They are not as well conceived, organized, or developed as 7–6 essays. 

 
4–3 These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate treatment of how Highway uses literary 

techniques to dramatize Okimasis’ experience. Often relying on summary or paraphrase, they may 
misread the passage or fail to articulate a convincing basis for understanding the experience. The 
writing may demonstrate a lack of control over the conventions of composition: inadequate 
development of ideas, an accumulation of errors, or an argument that is unclear, inconsistent, or 
repetitive. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept 
writing. 

 
2–1 These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. They may persistently misread 

the passage or be unacceptably brief. They may contain pervasive errors that interfere with 
understanding. Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, the ideas are 
presented with little clarity, organization, or support from the passage. Essays scored a 1 contain 
little coherent discussion of the passage. 

 
     0 These essays do no more than make a reference to the task. 

 
— These essays are either blank or are completely off topic.  
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Question 2 

 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay offers a clear, economical analysis of how Highway uses literary devices to bring to life not only 
a race, but the central figure of that race, Abraham Okimasis. The introduction identifies a number of 
devices, and in the paragraphs that follow, apt observations linked to imagery, diction, and tone are made, 
as when the student observes that Okimasis’ “words of desperation and determination are likened to the 
food that nourishes [the dogs], the only thing that keeps them alive.” The interpretation of the “‘silver 
cup, the holy chalice,’” which suggests that the main character’s “devotion to winning the race” is 
comparable to “the faithful devotion of religious worshippers,” is resonant and persuasive. The essay does 
a particularly good job of analyzing the idea of dramatization in a prose passage from a novel — a task 
more challenging that it appears — and earned a top score of 9.

 

  
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 6 
 
The introduction to this well-organized essay identifies the literary devices — “figurative language,” “sharp 
imagery,” and “repetition” — that Highway uses to capture the attention of the reader and aptly argues that 
they serve to pull “the reader along as Okimasis is pulled by his dogs.” The body of the essay then examines 
these devices using citations from the text: The first body paragraph discusses the use of “powerful similes 
and personification”; the second looks at the way imagery provides “glimpses into the harshness of the 
climate that parallel the harshness in Okimasis’ life,” thus connecting the race and the winter scene to 
Okimasis’ marriage; and the third focuses on the repetition of the word mush. But as the essay moves 
toward its conclusion, its own race to the finish seems to overwhelm deeper analysis. Solid organization and 
often lucid prose placed this essay in the upper half of the scoring range, but fuller development of ideas 
would have been necessary to achieve a score in the top third.  
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay makes an attempt to respond to the prompt, but its usage and syntax problems cloud its ability 
to communicate and support ideas. This lack of control leads to awkward phrases such as “diction of 
adjectives” and “the inclusion of purpose.” Most significant here is that although the essay demonstrates 
an understanding of what is happening in the passage, its brevity and reliance on paraphrase result in 
unpersuasive analysis. More thorough development and a more sophisticated handling of how literary 
devices operate would have shed greater light on the way Highway captures the attention of the reader.  
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