AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2011 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)
Question 1
(Robert Pack’s “An Echo Sonnet”)
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole — its content, style, and mechanics. Students are
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.
9–8

These essays offer a persuasive analysis of the relationship between form and meaning in Pack’s
poem. They offer a well-organized interpretation of the sonnet, addressing such literary techniques
as tone, point of view, imagery, diction, syntax, rhyme, and structure. With apt and specific textual
references, they provide convincing readings of how these techniques contribute to the meaning
of the poem. They sustain consistent control over the elements of effective composition, including
the language appropriate to the analysis of poetry. Though they may not be error-free, these essays
are perceptive in their analysis. Essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis and more
effective control of language than do essays scored an 8.

7–6

These essays offer a reasonable analysis of the relationship between form and meaning in Pack’s
poem. They offer insight and understanding, but the analysis is less thorough, less perceptive, or
less specific in supporting detail than that of essays in the 9–8 range. These essays demonstrate
the student’s ability to express ideas clearly with references to the text, although they do not
exhibit the same level of effective writing as the 9–8 responses. Essays scored a 7 present better
developed analysis and more consistent command of the elements of effective composition than
do essays scored a 6.

5

These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the poem, but they tend to
be superficial in their understanding of how literary techniques contribute to its meaning. Their
analysis of the poem may be vague, formulaic, or inadequately supported by references to the text.
They often rely on paraphrase that contains some analysis, implicit or explicit. There may be minor
misinterpretations of the poem. These essays demonstrate some control of language, but the
writing may be marred by surface errors. These essays are not as well conceived, organized, or
developed as 7–6 essays.

4–3

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of Pack’s poem. The analysis may be
partial, unconvincing, or irrelevant. Evidence from the poem may be slight or misconstrued or may
rely on paraphrase only. The writing often demonstrates a lack of control over the conventions of
composition: inadequate development of ideas, an accumulation of errors, or an argument that is
unclear, inconsistent, or repetitive. Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreading and/or
demonstrate inept writing.

2–1

These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. Although some attempt has
been made to respond to the prompt, the student’s assertions are presented with little clarity,
organization, or support from the poem. These essays may contain serious errors in grammar and
mechanics. They may offer a complete misreading or be unacceptably brief. Essays scored a 1
contain little coherent discussion of the poem.

0

These essays do no more than make a reference to the task.

—

These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic.
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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2011 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)
Question 1
Sample: 1A
Score: 9
From its early distinction between the voice and echo in Pack’s poem, this elegant essay inspires
confidence. Using a well-developed introduction to identify the poem’s form and explicate its structure —
“[t]he ‘echo’ … is the narrator’s alter ego” — the essay explores the literary devices the poet works with,
including rhyme, imagery, and symbol, and connects them to the poem’s meaning. The discussion of the
interplay between voice and echo is rich: “The echo is not just blindly trying to coax or comfort the voice,
but he exists to give real answers.” The essay suggests a student fully engaged in a conversation with the
work — reader response at its best — and the probing goes deeper, to “the central idea of this sonnet —
we all know we must die, and that our fate is sealed due to the inevitable mortality. Yet the echo says,
‘leap’ for the future.” Such thoroughness, persuasiveness, and insight, combined with an especially
effective control of language, earned this essay a score of 9.
Sample: 1B
Score: 5
This essay, while appearing to sustain an organized response to the prompt, relies heavily on generalities.
It mixes knowledge of literary terminology with limited critical diction (“a standard Shakespearean sonnet,
which makes great use of a variety of literary techniques”). Frequently, an idea is introduced but not
capitalized on, as in the second paragraph, in which the essay mentions “mood and tone” without
characterizing either, then suggests “that the speaker has been struck by a tragedy” — essentially a new
direction. The paragraph treating imagery asserts that “[t]he whole poem creates a picture in the reader’s
head” and that this imagery “contributes to the meaning of the poem,” without clearly articulating what
this meaning is. The conclusion late in the essay that “the speaker’s problems arise from love” develops
from a reading of image and metaphor, but the statement lacks persuasiveness. This essay received a
score of 5 in acknowledgment of both its plausibility and its superficiality. It contains the framework for an
essay with potential but lacks precision in its analysis and offers inadequate textual support for its thesis.
Sample: 1C
Score: 2
The introduction to this brief essay discusses how Pack uses rhyme — a technique that plays an
important role in the poem — but never develops the kind of clear orientation that would signal where the
essay is headed. The reference to “a sort of surreal quality to the poem” raises a point worth exploring, and
the consideration of tone in the second paragraph could serve a fuller analysis as well, but both are left
undeveloped. As it concludes, the essay’s tentativeness becomes apparent: “The echo most likely is his
subconscious way of ‘finding help’ within himself.” As in the opening sentence, where the phrase
“intended meanings” acts as a placeholder for greater specificity, the end of the essay avoids linking the
earlier analysis to a controlling idea. The result is an essay that was scored a 2 because of its lack of
development and support from the poem.
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