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Question 2 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only 
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by 
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to 
reward students for what they do well. 

 

 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or impressive in their control 
of language. 

 
8 Effective   
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze* how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations 
that are appropriate and convincing, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The prose 
demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not 
necessarily flawless. 
 

   7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

 
6 Adequate   
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. They develop their analysis with evidence and explanations 
that are appropriate and sufficient, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear. 

 

 

  

   5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, 
inconsistent, or limited. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually 
conveys the student’s ideas. 

4 Inadequate 
 

 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies to convey her 
message about child labor to her audience. These essays may misunderstand the passage, misrepresent 
the strategies Kelley uses, or may analyze these strategies inaccurately. The evidence or explanations 
used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. The prose generally conveys the student’s 
ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 

∗ For the purposes of scoring, analysis refers to identifying features of a text and explaining how the author uses these to develop 
the meaning or to achieve a particular effect or purpose. 
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Question 2 (continued) 
 

   3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
analyzing Kelley’s use of rhetorical strategies to convey her message about child labor to her 
audience. They are less perceptive in their understanding of the passage or Kelley’s strategies, 
or the explanation or examples may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show 
less maturity in control of writing. 

 
2 Little Success   
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing how Kelley uses rhetorical strategies 
to convey her message about child labor to her audience. These essays may misunderstand the prompt, 
misread the passage, fail to analyze the strategies Kelley uses, or substitute a simpler task by responding 
to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. The prose often 
demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or 
organization, or a lack of control. 
 

   1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, or weak in their control of language. 

 
 
0 Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt. 

 

   
 
— Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic.  
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Question 2 
 
Overview 
 
This question examined students’ ability to engage in close reading and rhetorical analysis of a piece of 
nonfiction prose — that is, their ability to explain the meaning, purpose, and effect of a passage and the 
rhetorical strategies the author employs to convey meaning, achieve purpose, and create an effect. In 
particular, students were asked to read and analyze an address delivered by social reformer Florence 
Kelley, an advocate for reforming child labor laws and extending voting rights to women, to the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association convention in 1905. The prompt directed students to “analyze 
the rhetorical strategies Kelley uses to convey her message about child labor to her audience.” 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
Using precise language, this essay demonstrates strong control of the analysis of Kelley’s rhetorical 
strategies. The first paragraph provides a good understanding of the context of Kelley’s speech, and the 
student develops the analysis effectively with appropriate evidence. For example, the discussion of 
Kelley’s use of numbers, “noting the scale of the issue,” convincingly illustrates how Kelley appeals to 
her audience’s emotions. Similarly, the student notes “the oxymoron of ‘pitiful privilege’ to describe the 
hypocritical nature of New Jersey’s laws.” The student’s facility with analysis and consistent control of 
language (e.g., “Utilizing forceful emotional appeals to the consciences of her audience, Kelley urges her 
audience to empathize with the victims of the labor policies”) make the essay effective rather than 
adequate. 
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 6 
 
The introduction and conclusion of this essay illustrate the student’s control of language and the 
subject. Between this beginning and end, the essay presents adequate analysis, but the analysis is not 
as precise or fully developed as it would need to be to earn a higher score. For example, paragraph 2 is 
sufficient, as it provides explanations of Kelley’s use of “syntax and parallelism to highlight the plight of 
child laborers”; however, these explanations could go further with more precise language. Similarly, the 
essay’s discussion of ethos and pathos in paragraph 4 is sufficient, but it is less precise than it would 
need to be in order to be effective. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay begins with a paragraph summarizing the context in which Kelley delivered her speech, 
announcing that “Kelley uses several rhetorical strategies to convey her message to her audience.” 
However, the essay does little more than that. It contains no real analysis of the speech and no 
development of any ideas. The student’s one attempt at analyzing Kelley’s “point of view” is 
unsuccessful. Additionally, the control of language is consistently weak (e.g., the first sentence of 
paragraph 2 is especially inarticulate). 
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