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Question 1 
 
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only 
15 minutes to read the sources and 40 minutes to write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and 
should not be judged by standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a 
draft, making certain to reward students for what they do well. 

 

 
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an 
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development, or impressive in their control of 
language. 

 
8 Effective   
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position that identifies the key issues associated with 
the locavore movement and examines their implications for the community. They develop their position 
by effectively synthesizing* at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations used are 
appropriate and convincing. Their prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the 
elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless. 
 

   7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 

 
6 Adequate 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

  

  
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position that identifies the key issues associated with 
the locavore movement and examines their implications for the community. They develop their position 
by adequately synthesizing at least three of the sources. The evidence and explanations used are 
appropriate and sufficient. The language may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the prose 
is clear. 

5  Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position that identifies the key issues associated with the 
locavore movement and examines their implications for the community. They develop their 
position by synthesizing at least three sources, but how they use and explain sources is 
somewhat uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The argument is generally clear, and the sources 
generally develop the student’s position, but the links between the sources and the argument 
may be strained. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys 
the student’s ideas adequately. 

∗ For the purposes of scoring, synthesis means referring to sources to develop a position and citing them accurately. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
4 Inadequate   
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position that identifies the key issues associated 
with the locavore movement and examines their implications for the community. They develop their 
position by synthesizing at least two sources, but the evidence or explanations used may be 
inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. The sources may dominate the student’s attempts at 
development; the link between the argument and the sources may be weak; or the student may 
misunderstand, misrepresent, or oversimplify the sources. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas 
but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing. 

 
3  Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 

developing a position that identifies the key issues associated with the locavore movement 
and examines their implications for the community. They are less perceptive in their 
understanding of the sources, or their explanation or examples may be particularly limited or 
simplistic. The essays may show less maturity in control of writing. 

   

 
2 Little Success   
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position that identifies the key 
issues associated with the locavore movement and examines their implications for the community. They 
may merely allude to knowledge gained from reading the sources rather than citing the sources 
themselves. These essays may misread the sources, fail to develop a position that evaluates, or substitute 
a simpler task by merely summarizing or categorizing the sources or by responding to the prompt 
tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. The prose of these essays often 
demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or 
organization, or a lack of control. 
 

1  Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or do not allude to or cite even 
one source. 

   

 
0 Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.     
 
— Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic.   
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The synthesis question examined students’ ability to develop their own position on a given topic, 
referring to and incorporating sources as they did so. The synthesis question, moreover, called for 
students to demonstrate the ability to summarize, paraphrase, and quote properly from sources and to 
cite them accurately. It asked students to consider seven sources — five texts, one graph, and one 
cartoon — about the emerging “locavore” movement, in which people with an eye to nutrition as well as 
sustainability have decided to eat locally grown or produced food as much as possible. The prompt 
directed students to write an essay, synthesizing at least three of the sources for support, in which they 
identified the key issues associated with the locavore movement and examined their implications for a 
community that is considering becoming part of the movement. 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 8 
 
Framing the argument with a hypothetical experience, the student begins this effective essay with an 
example of the position advocated: locavorism benefits communities. The student then continues, 
both articulating this position and providing convincing examples. For instance, the essay counters 
Source D’s analysis of “fuel per apple” by observing the source’s lack of “basic logic”: “If those 2,000 
apples stay right at home, that’s 2000 miles of gasoline saved, and a local farmer 50 miles away would 
certainly bring more than 50 apples on such a long trip to the nearest market.” The organization 
throughout the essay is strong, with each paragraph developing issues associated with the locavore 
movement. Finally, the last paragraph ties the essay’s many points together, nodding to the opposition 
and offering an observation saved until the end: locavorism will not hurt Kenyans but will perhaps 
address the country’s problem with malnourishment. The prose demonstrates a consistent control of 
language but is not necessarily flawless (e.g., “The monster farm industries who belch black smoke are 
not the small-town farmers you find at the market”). 

 

 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 5 
 
Although the length of this essay might appear to suggest that it is comprehensive, the synthesis of the 
evidence used is limited. Instead of employing the sources to illustrate and support the reasoning, the 
student strings together quotations or paraphrases of the sources, adding little original explanation or 
argument. For example, the long paragraph that starts on page 3 merely describes the graph from 
Source D, briefly references Source A, and adds a comment on Michelle Obama’s campaign on health; 
there is no further development of any of the cited sources. On the other hand, the student does identify 
and cite the information and implications on both sides of the issue. Overall, however, the essay is 
uneven and limited because of its incomplete synthesis of the sources, and thus it did not merit a score 
higher than a 5. 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 3 
 
Although the essay does identify some key issues associated with the locavore movement, the position 
that the student attempts to develop is weak (e.g., that there are good reasons to be both for and against 
locavorism). The elaboration of this equivocal position leans heavily on long quotes; the sources 
therefore dominate the student’s attempt at development. Additionally, the essay gives little indication  
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
that the student is able to deploy the ideas gleaned from these sources strategically or independently. In 
paragraph 5 the essay’s level of argument improves as the student discusses how the weather in various 
locations might inhibit attempts at creating a locavore movement; however, the student falls back on a 
long quote at the end of the paragraph instead of continuing the idea’s development. With this 
excessive reliance on quotations from the sources, the explanations of the evidence are especially 
limited, which lowered this insufficient and unconvincing essay to a score of 3. 
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