EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK

Demonstrates lack

of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and coherence;

very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
Tepetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Mandarin Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that sometimes
obscure meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Overview

This task assessed speaking in the presentational communicative mode by having students make a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Chinese class. It consisted of a single prompt that identified a cultural
topic and directed students to select an example of that topic, describe it and explain its significance.
Students were allotted 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes to deliver it. In addition to
language skills, the task assessed cultural knowledge as exhibited in the responses.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

Un & [wo2 ] A AHEEE o TBURSE 27 2 TP BN ARG S, um JEUR S (o1 2] W53 RO R ke A R A IRk
s [ HIARM— (R o SEAUAT SR AR, AMBAE ] —SRAT [zhi LIUREE . Un JBUBUR SR SR uh
OAGFISAEES . RGET, PTUAAMEEURER .. e, DUEETET [duanl B K48, Uh
LA, REFERFM LD BIRURS, un BURF &SRS 8A LR, M HE AL L
o S, HURSHEIRK SR AL, RABUSR S S HE); B, un BURSZE un
IR DI L, PIREURF RS, A REA LRSS AR T, PR orsE
HER T

Commentary
This presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt with detailed descriptions and elaboration, making

reference to the history and significance of kite flying (& 55 /& Y5 75 K R R R A

TSRS (A8 g B S B AT G, 1T HLEH R K04 4 BE). The delivery is smooth and natural, with
minimal hesitation. Vocabulary is rich and appropriate R BTG E); EIREMEL R AL, SR,

4> 51 8))). Grammatically, cohesive markers (55—; 25 —; i H; K& ... FA7LL) are used in a wide
variety of structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

[cough] Uh #R&f! Uh [AIELAM, SEARAMZE uh BE3. Uh A RIRERR B 4 18 lyun2] #):
HylkongllK. Uh 7EP R, BHANFED R [fu2l 2 AT EE . W RARYE P [zhong3guo4]

il [wen1] D2 AT EE, WA AN HNIE. ThRIR .. RUAAT[qiand] uh BA%R, ZhRd—fEfri# si uh
H OIS, R, BEEYR, SAAMMIT%E .. DK [1und] temple. Uh ..
JIT LR 22 N AR SEBUR op S48 D) Kot S AF 1 77 Uh G SRAREE uh 38 rp a5 A7 44 (R I E),
BT R [Fud] ! R A 2l R A !
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Cultural Presentation (continued)

Commentary

This presentation addresses both aspects of the prompt — the leisure activity -k and its significance
(TR — O B 2RO {g R P I 5))) — but it is repetitive and lacks elaboration. The progression of ideas
is generally clear and coherent, but use of cohesive devices is inconsistent (U ARAE P [ Th R 24T
IRZHTTAERE, 1BEED)K). Cultural information on 3Jj2K is accurate but basic and lacking in detail.
The pace of delivery is generally consistent, with pronunciation and tone errors that for the most part do
not necessitate special listener effort. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are basic and mostly
appropriate, with errors that generally do not obscure meaning (M) R 1R = LART B UG ;

REME N FNGE D) I ARAT I, WA A 50E).

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student’s Response

Terepk, fph NEiie sk, EREREML 2N sanjial, REEBAHMIRME LR, LS [ku
an]fefe Bk, Y. TBIMEEATHEG IR =R . IR ANAIRGFEE, RAITIEEER, RS,
FAER, (LA, FElmei2] NEEUIERER, Un s AFEBIERER, K%y uh Al — & —E# uh
fTEe Bk, Uh K% no & A uh —ilg. M8 .. =k, WA .. ITES .. R .. A" uh
fi A ek, P&y uh A EEIRZ .

Commentary

The presentation addresses the prompt by talking about £=F=EK but offers only vague, scattered
information. The pace of delivery is rather labored, with frequent errors and repetition (£ A\ #=#x I o Bk
v FRBEAEBEIRERR L P AFKEERIERER L AP R, AN IR £2). Limited
vocabulary and grammatical structures, along with errors due to constant interference from another
language, combine to obscure meaning (B i FEF] #EH 1R - = 3Kk N). Sentences are fragmented

(B R4EFE no £ A\ uh —iZ) and isolated because transitional elements and cohesive devices are lacking.
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