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SCORE DESCRIPTION TASK COMPLETION TOPIC DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE USE 
5 

Demonstrates 
excellence 

HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
excellence in 
Presentational Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

� Fully addresses and completes 
the task. 

� Refers to and integrates well 
all sources into the essay. 

� Treatment of the topic is relevant and thorough.  
� Essay is very well organized and cohesive. 
� All or almost all information is accurate. 
� Synthesis of information significantly outweighs 

summary or mere citations. 
� Accurate social and/or cultural references included.  

� Control of a variety of structures and idioms; occasional errors may occur, but 
there is no pattern. 

� Rich, precise, idiomatic vocabulary; ease of expression. 
� Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation). 
� Register is highly appropriate. 

4 
Demonstrates 

command 

MID–HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates command 
in Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

� Appropriately addresses and 
completes the task. 

� Refers to and integrates all 
sources into the essay. 

� Treatment of the topic is relevant and well 
developed. 

� Essay is well organized and generally cohesive. 
� Information is generally accurate. 
� Synthesis of information outweighs summary or 

mere citations. 
� Generally accurate social and/or cultural references 

included. 

� Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few 
grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary 
structures. 

� Considerable breadth of vocabulary. 
� Conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, 

paragraphing and punctuation) are generally correct. 
� Register is appropriate. 

3 
Demonstrates 
competence 

MID 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

� Addresses and completes the 
task. 

� Refers to most if not all of the 
sources in the essay. 

� Treatment of the topic is relevant. 
� Essay is organized, with adequate cohesiveness.  
� Information is generally accurate, although there 

may be some inaccuracy or lack of precision. 
� Summary or mere citations of information may 

outweigh synthesis. 
� Generally appropriate social and/or cultural 

references included. 

� Errors may occur in a variety of structures. 
� Appropriate vocabulary, but may have occasional interference from another 

language. 
� May have errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation). 
� Register is generally appropriate. 

2 
 

Suggests lack of 
competence 

MID–LOW 
A writing sample that 
suggests lack of 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
can be described as the 
following: 

� Partially addresses and/or 
completes the task. 

� May only refer to some but 
not all of the sources in the 
essay. 

� Treatment of the topic may be somewhat irrelevant. 
� Essay may be inadequately organized. 
� Information may be limited or inaccurate.  
� There is little synthesis of the information. 
� Inaccurate social and/or cultural references may be 

included. 

� Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; there may 
be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures. 

� Limited vocabulary; frequent interference from another language may occur. 
� Frequent errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation) may be present. 
� Register may be inappropriate. 

1 
 

Demonstrates lack 
of competence 

LOW 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates lack of 
competence in 
Presentational Writing 
can be described as the 
following: 

� Does not complete the task. 
� Refers poorly to only one or 

two of the sources in the 
essay. 

� Treatment of the topic is somewhat irrelevant. 
� Essay may be disorganized. 
� Information is very limited and mainly inaccurate. 
� There may be no synthesis of information. 
� Inaccurate social and/or cultural references 

included. 

� Numerous grammatical errors impede communication. 
� Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference from another language. 
� Pervasive errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence 

structure, paragraphing and punctuation) may interfere with written 
communication. 

� Minimal to no attention to register. 

0 An essay that receives this score does not provide evidence of sufficient language abilities to merit a score of 1, or it is a restatement or rewriting of the topic or information in the sources. 

— An essay that receives this score is blank, off task, completely irrelevant to the topic or written in a language other than Spanish (which does not correspond to an AP Exam for French or German). 



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2010 The College Board. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE 
2010 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B) 

 

© 2010 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

Presentational Writing 
 
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 
 
Sample: PW-2A 
Score: 5 
 
This essay fully addresses and completes the task. It explicitly cites and integrates all three sources. Topic 
development is relevant and thorough, and synthesis of information significantly outweighs summary or 
citations. The introductory thesis statement serves to guide the essay and maintain cohesiveness: “El 
desarollo de la educación es muy importante para el desarollo de las sociedades.” The essay is well organized 
and develops supporting ideas in subsequent paragraphs with the use of transitional expressions: “Por 
ejemplo”; “Por otro lado”; “no solo … sino tambien”; “Como dice.” All or almost all the information is accurate, 
and synthesis of ideas is also present: “En muchos paises latinos podemos ver como se tratan de implementar 
nuevas tecnicas para resolver estos problemas educativos y sociales”; “en México se trata de incorporar 
técnicas tecnologicas para resolver estos problemas”; “En Bolivia podemos ver como el gobierno trata de 
educar a la gente indigena tomando en consideración su posición social y sus diferencias cuturales.” The 
essay presents a variety of structures and idioms: “no solo enseñarle español a los indigenas sino tambien 
enseñarle a hablar indigena a los que hablan español. Concientizar a ambos grupos sobre una cultura 
nacional.” The writing demonstrates ease of expression and use of idiomatic expressions. There is rich, 
precise vocabulary and excellent use of the impersonal se. The essay shows excellent command of the 
written language.   
 
Sample: PW-2B 
Score: 3 
 
This essay completes the task, referring to all the sources: “En la primera fuente”; “En la segunda fuente”; “En 
la tercera fuente.” The treatment is relevant but not cohesive. The numerical progression through the sources 
does not facilitate synthesis. Summary outweighs synthesis and reflects misunderstanding and some 
misinterpretation of information from the sources. There is no global overview of the topic. Influence of 
another language is present: “lideres”; “importancia a ello.” There are errors in a variety of structures: “los 
problemas de analfabetismo”; “lo cual son proyectadas atrovéz.” There are errors in the conventions of the 
written language, specifically in orthography: “enfasis,” “paises,” “politicos,” “debén,” “precente,” “lideres,” 
tambien.” The essay does not follow the general norms of syntax, though the vocabulary and idiomatic 
expressions are appropriate. 
 
Sample: PW-2C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay demonstrates lack of competence in presentational writing. The student does not complete the 
task. There is no reference to one of the sources and very little reference to the audio source, and the sources 
are clearly misunderstood. There is no integration of sources or development of synthesis. There are few 
references to the sources through quotes, though the student provides some support through personal 
opinion: “Te mandan a una escuela privada adonde te ponen mas attencion, no pudrieran ir a una esquela 
publica porque las clases son largas y como las esquelas no tienen tanto tinero, no les enseñan bien.” The 
presentation is written as an oral report and not as a written one, with run-on sentences and lack of 
punctuation. There is interference from another language, noticeably English. The information presented is 
repetitive. The insufficient development of the topic demonstrates lack of competence. 


