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Question 5 
 
Analyze the political and economic effects of changing population patterns in Western 
Europe in the period circa 1950 to the present. Cite specific examples from at least 
TWO countries. 
 
9–8 Points 

• The essay provides a sophisticated thesis that addresses EITHER political effects OR economic 
effects in TWO European countries.  

• The organization is clear and effective. 
• The essay is well balanced between TWO European countries. 
• The essay clearly connects changing population patterns to political OR economic effects. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least TWO pieces of relevant evidence from at 

least TWO different countries.  
• The essay may contain minor errors. 

 
7–6 Points 

• The essay provides a good thesis that addresses EITHER political effects OR economic effects in 
TWO European countries. 

• The organization is clear and effective.  
• The essay clearly connects changing population patterns to political OR economic effects. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least ONE piece of relevant evidence from at 

least TWO specific countries. 
• The essay may contain minor errors. 

 
5–4 Points 

• The essay provides an adequate thesis that is clearly stated but uneven. It tends to focus too much 
on a single country OR just restates the question.  

• The organization is unbalanced and not very effective. The essay feels like a German political 
paper or a Dutch economic paper. 

• The essay struggles with the connections between changing populations and political OR 
economic effects. 

• The essay contains mostly general statements without any reference to any individual countries. 
• Assertions are supported by at least ONE piece of evidence. 
• The narrative is mostly factual with little analysis and little sense of connections. 
• The essay may contain minor errors. 

 
3–2 Points 

• The essay provides no thesis or just restates the question.  
• The organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• The essay shows serious imbalance. 
• The essay makes little or no connection between changing population patterns and political and 

economic effects. 
• The essay is off task with irrelevant material. 
• Statements are superficial, vague and general. 
• There is little historical proof or evidence, and the essay never mentions a single European country. 
• The narrative is all factual with no analysis or connections. 
• The essay may contain several errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 5 (continued) 
 

1–0 Points 
• The essay provides no thesis. 
• The organization is poor. 
• The essay is off task and nonresponsive to the question. 
• Irrelevant material is provided. 
• There is little or no evidence of any understanding. 
• No factual evidence is presented. 
• There are no connections and no analysis. 
• The essay may contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 5 — Historical Background Notes 
 
For the average AP European History student, this question may be challenging for two reasons. First, the 
time parameter is post-1950, hence modern European history, a time period many AP classes struggle to 
reach by the end of the year. Second, the topic in the majority of the texts is covered in general themes, for 
example, “postwar immigration.” Because of this, only the very good essays will have the sophistication to 
reference individual examples for specific countries. 
 
Postwar Europe witnessed widespread migration and immigration patterns. This fell into roughly two 
general periods: 1950–1970 and following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 
• West Asian — Pakistani and Indian — immigrants arrived in the British Isles following the 

establishment of India and Pakistan in 1947. The arrival of West Asian immigrants was followed by a 
wave of immigrants from the British Caribbean. 

• The arrival of Turkish, Italian and Greek Gastarbeiter (guest workers) in West Germany in the 1950s 
and 1960s helped transform the Federal Republic, resulting in the Wirstschaftswunder (economic 
miracle) of the 1970s. By 1970 the second largest Turkish city in the world was Berlin. 

• The Pieds Noirs (black feet) phenomenon arose in France as tens of thousands of Algerians and North 
Africans migrated to France following the Algerian War of Independence, 1954–1962. Most North 
African immigrants arrived in France after 1967. France currently has the largest Muslim population in 
Western Europe. 

• In the late 1970s clandestine women from Africa snuck into Italy for jobs. 
• Primarily Poles but also many Eastern Europeans flooded the newly united Germany in the 1990s, 

willing to work for lower wages. All of this was mitigated by the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 
• Chechens and peoples from the Caucasus region migrated north to Russia for better jobs and housing 

following the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. 
• Tens of thousands of displaced Bosnians, Croats and Serbs migrated west to Italy to escape the 

Bosnian civil war, 1992–1995. 
• Thousands of Iraqis found safety and asylum in Scandinavia following the first Gulf War (1990–1991) 

and the second Gulf War (2003).  
 
Massive waves of migration and demographic shifts in Europe resulted in what has been termed the 
“wage revolution.” Since most immigrants were willing to work longer hours for less wages, the 
phenomenon called the “browning of Europe” took place, especially following decolonization in the late 
1940s and 1950s. This phenomenon explains the dramatic shift in industries that traditionally employed 
white Europeans (construction, city services and the auto industry) to those populated by non-European 
immigrants. The wave of immigrants to Europe since 1950 has become a politically explosive issue. At the 
same time, since 1980 birth rates in many Western European countries continued to decline because of 
easier access to birth control pills and to abortions. 
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Question 5 — Historical Background Notes (continued) 
 
• In 2000, 14 European countries were no longer reproducing their populations. Italy and Spain led the 

way followed by Germany and Sweden. In other countries population growth has been zero. 
• Some 1.7 percent of the Italian population is foreign born. 
• Some 3.4 percent of the UK population is foreign born. 
• Some 6.3 percent of the French population is foreign born. 
• Some 8.8 percent of the German population is foreign born. 
• Some 19 percent of the Swiss population is foreign born. 
 
Many Europeans since 1980 have felt themselves overwhelmed by immigrants. Rising intolerance, racism 
and xenophobia have become apparent in Europe, resulting in the dramatic radicalization of European 
politics to the right. Ultranationalist and right-wing political parties have increased in membership since 
the 1960s in Western Europe. The common themes are anti-immigration, anti-foreigner and 
ultranationalism. All the nationalist parties mentioned below advocate strict immigration laws coupled 
with “right to work” legislation. 
• The National Labor Front was founded in the UK in 1967. 
• The National Democratic Party was founded in Germany in 1964. 
• The National Front was founded in France in 1972 by Jean-Marie le Pen. 
• The Alliance for the Future of Austria was founded in 2005 by Jörg Haider. 
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Question 5 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 9 
 
This essay provides a sophisticated thesis. It makes clear connections between population shifts and 
economic and political effects. The writing is very analytical, demonstrating a clear appreciation of the 
relationship between cause and effect. The essay discusses two countries, France and the United 
Kingdom. It provides at least two relevant examples for changing population patterns in France and the 
UK. The analysis is more sophisticated than most essays. The essay uses examples that are specific and 
extremely relevant. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay provides a good thesis. It is very general, with a brief mention of the UK and France and a brief 
mention of Parliament in the UK. In the second paragraph it is not clear what country is being discussed. 
The essay is too vague and nonspecific to merit a higher score. However, compared to essays that earned 
lower scores, there are two briefly discussed examples of at least two European countries.   
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay does not provide a thesis. It discusses two countries, France and the UK. It includes a 
generalized discussion of birth rates in France and a generalized discussion of immigrants in the UK. The 
essay shows little appreciation for the connection between changing populations and political and 
economic effects. It lacks relevant and specific examples, other than superficial statements, and states the 
obvious with little depth of understanding. It is too vague, with too few attempts to develop an argument 
concerning France and the UK. However, it does attempt to address the question. 


