AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2010 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)
Question 2
The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only
40 minutes to read and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged by
standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a draft, making certain to
reward students for what they do well.
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style or mechanics.
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2.
______________________________________________________________________________________
9

Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development or impressive in their control of
language.

8 Effective
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively analyze* the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper
Midwest. They develop their position with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and
convincing, referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to
control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless.
7

Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete
explanation, more thorough development or a more mature prose style.

6 Adequate
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately analyze the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper
Midwest. They develop their position with evidence and explanations that are appropriate and sufficient,
referring to the passage explicitly or implicitly. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but
generally the prose is clear.
5

Essays earning a score of 5 analyze the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper
Midwest. The evidence or explanations used may be uneven, inconsistent or limited. The
writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas.

4 Inadequate
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately analyze the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper
Midwest. These essays may misunderstand the passage, misrepresent the strategies Marquart uses or
analyze these strategies inaccurately. The evidence or explanations used may be inappropriate,
insufficient or less convincing. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may be less consistent
in controlling the elements of effective writing.

_____________________
* For the purposes of scoring, analysis refers to identifying features of a text and explaining how the author uses these to develop
its meaning or achieve a particular effect or purpose.
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2010 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)
Question 2 (continued)
3

Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in
analyzing the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper Midwest. They are less
perceptive in their understanding of the passage or Marquart’s strategies, or the explanation or
examples may be particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show less maturity in
control of writing.

2 Little Success
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in analyzing the strategies Marquart uses to
characterize the upper Midwest. These essays may misunderstand the prompt, misread the passage, fail
to analyze the strategies Marquart uses, or substitute a simpler task by responding to the prompt
tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate or inappropriate explanation. The prose often demonstrates
consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or
a lack of control.
1
0

Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially
simplistic in their explanation or weak in their control of language.

Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.

— Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic.
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2010 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)
Question 2
Sample: 2A
Score: 8
This response effectively analyzes the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper Midwest. The
response opens with a statement of the central idea (“Debra Marquet [sic] conveys her profound love for
the upper Midwest region”), followed by a statement of intent to analyze diction and allusions in
Marquart’s characterization of the region as one having “unique qualities … that could not be found
anywhere else.” The development of evidence and explanations is appropriate and convincing. The
second paragraph focuses on allusion with the opening comment: “Marquet [sic] constantly alludes to
writers and … surveyors alike in order to describe special qualities of the region.” The student provides
examples and convincing commentary: “By juxtaposing the people that the environment produced with
the environment itself, she slights those ‘early assessors’ who believed that the upper Mid-West was a
region devoid of any favorable characteristics.” The following paragraph focuses on the effects of
Marquart’s diction: “Marquet [sic] goes on to introduce a story about her grandparents, who felt
‘anticipation’ when waiting to receive their land.” The response concludes with an insightful comment:
“She once again portrays her respect for the people of the upper Midwest by showing their ability to
cultivate a previously labeled ‘unimpressive’ land.” The student refers to the passage explicitly, and the
language of the analysis is controlled and consistently effective.
Sample: 2B
Score: 6
This response adequately analyzes the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper Midwest. The
evidence for analysis clearly focuses on three strategies and describes Marquart’s purpose: “juxtaposition
to illustrate how the upper midwest is bland, orderly, and neat,” “diction to depict the upper midwest’s
bland landscape,” and “references to other people’s impressions to characterize the upper midwest as a
land which many find uninteresting and unremarkable.” The explanations are appropriate and convincing,
though at times repetitive. In the second paragraph the student notes and sufficiently explains how
Marquart’s use of juxtaposition “conjures images of flat squares compared to mountainous and majestic
landscapes” and “illustrates the neatness and structure of the upper midwestern states.” The third and
fourth paragraphs continue with an adequate analysis of diction and of references. Although not as
effective an analysis as those found in higher-scoring essays, the response indicates a better
understanding of the complexity of the passage than did lower-scoring responses, and the prose is
generally clear.
Sample: 2C
Score: 4
This response inadequately analyzes the strategies Marquart uses to characterize the upper Midwest. The
essay explains the intent to analyze strategies such as “anecdotes, analogies and relative diction which
makes her piece extraordinarily developed.” The student discusses these strategies but generalizes rather
than clearly analyzes: “The anecdote she includes grasps the reader’s attention at the beggining [sic] of
the piece due to its vibrant language and inclusion of author by the usage of the word ‘you’.” The response
includes less convincing explanations throughout. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas, but it
is the insufficiency of the analysis (“In her analogy, they ‘fix’ the Midwest with these possessions as a way
to show what the Midwest is really based on; a land of squares with cultivated plants and water to keep
them healthy”) that prevented this response from achieving a higher score.
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