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Question 3—Comparative 
 
BASIC CORE (competence) 0–7 Points 
 
1.  Has acceptable thesis. 1 Point 
• The thesis must include BOTH North America and Latin America/Caribbean. 
• The thesis must address BOTH ideology and effects of ideology (although not necessarily  

defined). 
• The thesis must show some notion that the student has understood “racial ideology”  

(may be general, such as racism or racial superiority). 
• The thesis must identify a valid similarity OR difference.  
• The thesis must be relevant to the time period, but the dates need not be explicitly cited. 
• The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the conclusion of the essay. 
• The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple sentences. 
• A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs or merely restates the prompt is  

unacceptable. 
• The thesis CANNOT count for any other point. 
 
2.   Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or  

thoroughly.  2 Points 
For 2 points: 

• Identifies at least one similarity AND one difference. 
• Discusses BOTH ideologies and effects (but not necessarily evenly).   
• Discusses BOTH regions (but not necessarily evenly).  
• Students need not cover the entire time period but should compare relevant time periods. 
 For 1 point: 
• Addresses BOTH regions. 
• Identifies one similarity OR one difference.  
• Discusses an ideology OR an effect.  
                           
3.   Substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence. 2 Points 
 For 2 points: 
• Must provide four specific pieces of evidence (two from each region) to support the  

thesis. 
 For 1 point: 
• Must provide two specific pieces of evidence (one from each region) to support the  

thesis.  
  
4.   Makes at least one direct, relevant comparison between/among societies. 1 Point 
      (May discuss EITHER similarities or differences.)     
                      
5.  Analyzes at least one reason for a similarity or difference identified 1 Point  
     in a direct comparison.  
• Must give a reason why Latin America/Caribbean and North America were  

similar or different
       

 in either their ideologies or the effect of those ideologies. 

Subtotal 7 Points 
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Question 3—Comparative (continued) 
 

EXPANDED CORE (excellence) 0–2 Points 
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. A student must earn 7 points in the basic core  
area before earning points in the expanded core area. 
 
Examples: 
• Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. 
• Addresses all parts of the question thoroughly (as relevant): comparisons, chronology,  

causation, connections, themes, interactions, content. 
• Provides ample historical evidence to substantiate thesis. 
• Relates comparisons to larger global context. 
• Makes several direct comparisons consistently between or among societies. 
• Consistently analyzes the causes and effects of relevant similarities and differences. 
• Applies relevant knowledge of other regions or world historical processes. 
• Discusses change over time (e.g., the hardening of racial ideologies). 
• Recognizes nuances within regions. 
 
Subtotal 2 Points  
 
TOTAL 9 Points 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® WORLD HISTORY 
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY 

 

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

Question 3—Comparative 
 
Overview 
 
This question asked students to compare the racial ideologies and social effects of those ideologies in two 
regions: North America and Latin America (including the Caribbean). The question focused on several 
important AP World History themes as expressed in the time period (1500–1830): racial and ethnic 
constructions; labor systems; state building and expansion; the interaction of cultures; migration and 
disease; and belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies. In fact, all of the themes were relevant to this 
question. Further, the question required students to articulate a reason for the similarities or differences 
between the two regions (analysis).  
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis, located in the introductory paragraph, expresses both similarities and differences between North 
and Latin America and discusses both racial ideology (“racial prejudices and stereotypes”) and social effects 
(“treatment of native people … and slaves) (1 point). The student addresses both regions, as well as both 
racial ideas brought by Europeans, and consequences in a relatively sophisticated answer, identifying 
similarities and differences (2 points). The essay includes ample, appropriate historical evidence, showing 
understanding of the impacts of different European colonizers on the regions they controlled (2 points). 
The student makes clear, direct comparisons throughout, covering such areas as the differences between 
the ill-treatment of native peoples and African slaves in North America and Latin America (1 point). The 
relatively sophisticated analysis offers clear explanations for distinct racial regimes, connecting those 
differences to the reasons for differing social and political revolutions that occurred later (1 point). The 
essay earned 2 expanded core points for its clear, analytical thesis, sophisticated analysis, consistent 
comparisons, and ample evidence, and for relating ideology in the New World to the impact of European 
settlers’ ideas (world context). 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 

 
The thesis is adequate, identifying both racial ideology (“viewed the black population as inferior”) and 
differing social effects in both regions (1 point). The essay focuses on differences between the two regions. 
The student does not mention a similarity but responds to other parts of the question (1 point). While more 
evidence is provided for North America, there is adequate evidence for both regions (2 points). The direct 
comparison identifies the key difference between racial blending in Latin America and racial separation in 
North America (1 point). There is no analysis. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 3 
 
The attempted thesis is comparative but addresses only racial effects (“racial ladders that only allowed 
certain races to succeed”) and not ideology. The student discusses both regions, ideology, social effects 
(who “was at the top of the list and … at the bottom”), and a similarity in the first sentence of the second 
paragraph, but no differences (1 point). The evidence includes one example from each region (1 point). The 
essay also includes an adequate comparison in the first sentence of the second paragraph (“North and 
Latin America/Caribbean had racial ladders that told which race was superior to the others”) (1 point). 
There is no analysis.  
 
 


