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Question 5 
 
Analyze the ways in which the events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s economic power 
and international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 
 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that assesses the ways in which the events and trends of 
the 1970s diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and challenged 
Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Supports the thesis with substantial, relevant information concerning the ways in which the events 
and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and 
challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Effectively analyzes the ways in which events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s 
economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Provides coverage that may be somewhat uneven. 
• Is well organized and well written. 
• May contain minor errors. 

 
The 5–7 Essay 

• Contains a thesis, which may be partially developed, assessing the ways in which the events and 
trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and 
challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Provides some relevant information detailing the ways in which the events and trends of the 1970s 
diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ 
confidence in both. 

• Analyzes to some degree the ways in which events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s 
economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in them. 

• Provides coverage that may be unbalanced. 
• Has acceptable organization and writing. 
• May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the essay. 

 
The 2–4 Essay 

• Presents a thesis that may be confused, simplistic, or undeveloped in terms of assessing the ways 
in which the events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s economic power and 
international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Includes little relevant information concerning the ways in which the events and trends of the 
1970s diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and challenged 
Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Contains little analysis of the ways in which events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s 
economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• May address only part of the question. 
• May be poorly organized and/or poorly written. 
• May contain major errors. 
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Question 5 (continued) 
 
The 0–1 Essay 

• Lacks a thesis or restates the question. 
• Includes no relevant information detailing the ways in which the events and trends of the 1970s 

diminished the nation’s economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ 
confidence in both. 

• Contains no analysis of the ways in which events and trends of the 1970s diminished the nation’s 
economic power and international influence, and challenged Americans’ confidence in both. 

• Is poorly organized and/or poorly written. 
• May contain numerous errors, both major and minor. 

 
The — Essay 

• Is completely off topic or blank. 
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Question 5 Information List 
 

People 
 
Agnew, Spiro  
Carter, Jimmy  
Dean, John  
Ehrlichman, John  
Ellsberg, Daniel  
Ervin, Sam  
Ford, Gerald  
Haldeman, H. R.  

Ho Chi Minh 
Kissinger, Henry  
McGovern, George  
Mitchell, John  
Nixon, Richard  
Pahlavi, Reza  
Sirica, John  

 
Concepts/Organizations 

 
Contras 
economic recession 
executive privilege 
inflation 
missing in action (MIAs) 
oil embargo 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting  
     Countries (OPEC) 

Pentagon Papers 
prisoners of war (POWs) 
Sandinistas 
silent majority 
stagflation 
unemployment 
wage–price freeze 
Whip Inflation Now (WIN) 

 
Events/Legislation/Treaties 
 
Cambodia incursion 
Iranian hostage crisis 
Jackson State shootings 
Kent State shootings 
Moscow Olympic Games 
National Energy Act 
OPEC oil embargo 

Panama Canal transfer 
Paris Peace Accord 
South Vietnam’s fall 
Three Mile Island 
War Powers Act 
Watergate Hotel/Democratic Party National  
     Headquarters break-in 

 
Economic Events and Trends 
 

• Tax cuts and increased spending on public works projects temporarily lowered the unemployment 
rate. The Federal Reserve Board permitted the money supply to grow. These measures drove price 
inflation.  

• In 1971 unemployment grew to 6 percent and the United States ran its first ever trade deficit. The 
trade deficit undermined the value of the American dollar by enabling foreign banks to exchange 
U.S. dollars for gold at highly favorable rates. The United States floated the dollar against the 
prevailing market price of gold and against other currencies. 

• Facing continued high unemployment and inflation, the Nixon administration in 1973 devalued the 
dollar. Little impact was seen on the trade deficit, as over the next decade U.S. exports more than 
tripled but imports more than quadrupled. 

• In 1974 President Ford introduced “Whip Inflation Now,” or WIN. Stagflation continued as both 
prices and inflation rose. Unemployment reached 8.5 percent, and inflation topped 9 percent. 
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Question 5 Information List (continued) 
 

• Ever-rising international oil prices triggered a series of gasoline and home heating fuel price 
increases that rippled through the economy. With Middle East oil prices soaring, newly elected 
President Carter went on national TV pitching a complicated energy proposal without having first 
consulted the congressional leadership. Congress quickly rejected the plan. 

• New York City needed federal loan guarantees to avoid bankruptcy. 
• The Carter administration had no answers for stagflation. By 1980 the economy had stopped 

expanding, inflation topped 13 percent, and unemployment (which had dropped below 6 percent in 
1979) was rising again. 

• Inflation and high interest rates choked off productivity and economic growth. 
 

International Events and Trends 
 

• In the spring of 1970 U.S. military incursions into ostensibly neutral Cambodia became public 
knowledge, and student unrest broke out on college campuses. National Guard troops fired on 
demonstrators, killing four students at Kent State University. Police fatally shot two students at 
Jackson State University. 

• Daniel Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon Papers to the New York Times. Installments from the papers 
began running daily in the Times. The Nixon administration was unsuccessful in getting a 
Supreme Court injunction to stop publication of the classified documents. 

• There was a break-in in June 1972 at the Democratic Party National Headquarters in the Watergate 
Hotel.  

• In January 1973 the United States and North Vietnam signed peace accords requiring the United 
States to remove its forces from Vietnam, bringing agreement on the return of prisoners of war, and 
permitting North Vietnam to keep its forces in South Vietnam. 

• In May 1973 John Dean testified before the Senate Watergate Committee and linked President 
Nixon to the coverup of the Watergate break-in. The Senate and the public learn that President 
Nixon taped his conversations in the Oval Office. 

• In July 1974 the Supreme Court unanimously ruled that Nixon’s claim of “executive privilege” over 
the release of the Watergate tapes was not justified. Nixon had to release the tapes. 

• In August 1974 Nixon resigned and Gerald Ford became president. 
• In April 1975 and on into the spring, North Vietnam overran South Vietnam, creating communist 

Vietnam. 
• In May 1975 the Mayaguez was hijacked in the South China Sea. President Ford ordered a military 

action to retake the ship. More United States Marines died in the action than people were rescued. 
• President Carter extended amnesty to Vietnam War draft evaders on his first day in office in 1977. 
• Also in 1977, the United States initiated negotiations with Panama for the transfer of control of the 

Panama Canal to Panama. The negotiations resulted in a treaty that the Senate narrowly ratified. 
• In 1979 Cuban-backed Sandinistas rose to power in Nicaragua after President Carter removed 

support for the country’s dictator, a longtime friend of the United States, over the issue of human 
rights. 

• In December 1979 the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. President Carter pulled the U.S. Olympic 
team out of the Moscow Olympics. 

• In November 1979 Iranians overran the United States Embassy in Tehran and took 66 Americans 
hostage. The United States talked tough but only levied economic sanctions. A military rescue 
attempt in 1980 failed. 
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Question 5 Information List (continued) 
 

Time Line 
 
Date 
 
1970 
 
May 1970 
 
October 1970 
 
August 1971 
 
1971  
 
1971 
 
1971 
 
February 1972 
 
1971 
 
June 1972 
 
1972 
 
January 1973 
 
May 1973 

Event 
 
United States invades Cambodia. 
 
Student unrest and shootings occur at Kent State and Jackson State. 
 
China joins the United Nations. 
 
Nixon institutes a 90-day wage–price freeze to combat inflation. 
 
Daniel Ellsberg releases secret Pentagon Papers to the New York Times. 
 
White House “plumbers” break into office of Ellsberg’s psychiatrist. 
 
United States runs first ever trade deficit. 
 
Nixon visits China. 
 
United States and Soviet Union sign SALT I treaty. 
 
Watergate break-in takes place.  
 
OPEC oil embargo instituted. 
 
Watergate burglars tried; all either plead or are found guilty. 
 
Senate Watergate investigation reveals Nixon’s involvement and existence of 
tapes. 

 
July 1974               House Judiciary Committee votes to impeach Nixon. 
 
August 1974         Nixon obeys Supreme Court and releases Watergate tapes, revealing 18.5- 
                               minute gap. 
  
August 1974         Nixon resigns; Ford becomes first unelected vice president to assume the  
                               presidency. 
 
September 1974   Ford pardons Nixon. 
 
1975                       Stagflation—Ford tries Whip Inflation Now (WIN). 
 
April 1975             South Vietnam falls to North Vietnam. 
 
May 1975              Mayaquez incident takes place. 
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1975 
 
November 1976 
 
September 
1977  
 
1978 
 
1978 
 
1978 
 
 
1979 
 
1979 
 
November 1979 
 
April 1980 
 
1980 

           Question 5 Information List (continued) 
 
Helsinki Accords on European security signed. 
 
Jimmy Carter elected president. 
 
Transfer of the Panama Canal to the government of Panama negotiated. 
 

Camp David Accords negotiated. 
 
Congress passes the National Energy Act. 
 
Supreme Court issues Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 
decision on affirmative action.  
 
Soviet Union invades Afghanistan. 
 
Three Mile Island incident takes place. 
 
Iranian hostage crisis unfolds. 
 
Iranian hostage rescue attempt fails. 
 
United States boycotts Moscow Summer Olympic Games. 
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Question 5 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay contains a well-developed thesis that addresses all aspects of the question. It supports the 
thesis with substantial, relevant information and effectively analyzes the ways in which events (Watergate, 
Nixon pardon, Vietnam, Kent State massacre, OPEC oil embargo, recession, Iran hostage crisis) and trends 
(social movements) of the 1970s diminished U.S. economic power and international influence and 
challenged Americans’ confidence in them. The essay is balanced, well organized, and well written. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay has a partially developed thesis that contrasts American strengths with the negative effect of 
events in the 1970s. The essay effectively ties the OPEC oil embargo and the crisis it induced with a loss of 
economic power, the Iranian revolution and the hostage crisis with America’s loss of international 
influence, and Watergate with a loss of confidence in government. It has acceptable organization and 
writing. While the information presented is sufficient for the 5–7 score category, it is not substantial 
enough to have allowed the essay to be scored higher. 
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 3  
 
The essay has a thesis that touches on all elements of the question, but it does so in a way that is neither 
clear nor precise. Specific pieces of historical evidence are offered, e.g., “‘Shuttle Diplomacy,’” but this 
strategy is erroneously understood as “buisness [sic] agreements” designed to restore profits. Some 
historical events are out of the time frame, e.g., the Tet offensive. The penultimate paragraph claims that 
America is questioning itself, but the essay offers no evidence of such doubts. The essay suggests that all 
was well at the end of the 1970s, but it overlooks Carter and the Iran hostage situation. The writing could 
be much stronger. 
 


