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Question 2 
 

Analyze how the ideas and experiences of the revolutionary era influenced the principles embodied in the 
Articles of Confederation. 
 
The 8–9 Essay 

• Articulates a clear, well-constructed thesis focusing on how the ideas and experiences of the 
revolutionary era influenced the principles embodied in the Articles of Confederation. 

• Provides ample relevant historical evidence concerning both the ideas and experiences of the 
revolutionary era and how the Articles of Confederation were shaped by them. 

• Clearly analyzes both the ideas and experiences of the revolutionary era and how the Articles of 
Confederation were shaped by them. 

• Is well organized and well written. 
• May contain minor errors. 

 
The 5–7 Essay 

• Contains a thesis, which may be partially developed, addressing how the ideas and experiences of 
the revolutionary era influenced the principles embodied in the Articles of Confederation. 

• Provides some relevant historical evidence concerning both the ideas and experiences of the 
revolutionary era and how the Articles of Confederation were shaped by them. 

• Analyzes to some extent the ideas and experiences of the revolutionary era and how the Articles of 
Confederation were shaped by them; may have imbalance in addressing the question. 

• Has acceptable organization and writing. 
• May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the essay. 

 
The 2–4 Essay  

• Presents a thesis that may be simplistic, confused, or undeveloped in addressing how the ideas 
and experiences of the revolutionary era influenced the principles embodied in the Articles of 
Confederation; or presents no thesis. 

• Includes little relevant historical evidence concerning both the ideas and experiences of the 
revolutionary era and how the Articles of Confederation were shaped by them. 

• Has little analysis of the tensions concerning the ideas and experiences of the revolutionary era 
and how the Articles of Confederation were shaped by them; may treat only one aspect of the 
question. 

• May be poorly organized and/or poorly written. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
The 0–1 Essay  

• Lacks a thesis or restates the question. 
• Includes no relevant historical evidence concerning both the ideas and experiences of the 

revolutionary era and how the Articles of Confederation were shaped by them. 
• Contains no analysis. 
• Is poorly organized and/or poorly written. 
• May contain numerous errors, both major and minor. 

 
The — Essay  

• Is completely off topic or blank. 
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Question 2 Information List 
 
Experiences of the Revolutionary Era 
 
Navigation Acts (3) 

• 1660—(a) closed colonies to all trade except that carried on English ships (colonial-built ships are 
English ships); (b) tobacco trade with England only 

• 1663—all goods sent from Europe to the colonies must pass through England first 
• 1673—imposed custom duties (import fees) on coastal trade to stop smuggling 

Salutory Neglect 
Albany Plan of Union 
French and Indian War (1754–1763) 
Treaty of Paris (1763)  
Proclamation of 1763 (establishes the Proclamation line of 1763)  
Sugar Act (1764) 
Writs of Assistance 
“Repressive” Acts 

• Currency Act (1764) 
• Quartering Act (1765) 
• New York Assembly disbanded for not obeying the Quartering Act of 1765 

Stamp Act (1765) 
Stamp Act Congress (October 1765) in New York 

• Declaration of Rights and Grievances 
• Sons of Liberty 
• Crisis averted when Parliament relents and repeals the Stamp Acts (1766) 
• Declaratory Act (1766) 
• Boycotts of British goods; nonimportation of British Empire goods 

Virginia Resolves (1765): “No Taxation without Representation” 
Townshend Duties (1767) 
Vice Admiralty Courts 
John Dickinson: Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, 1767–1768 
Boston Massacre (1770) 
Parliament repeals the Townshend Duties except that on tea  
Committees of Correspondence: first attempt at political correspondence between the colonies 
Tea Act of 1773 and Boston Tea Party 
Intolerable (Coercive) Acts, esp. Quebec Act  
First Continental Congress (September 1774) 

• Galloway Plan (like Albany Plan)  
• Endorsed Suffolk Resolves  
• The Declaration of Rights  

Lexington and Concord (April 1775) 
Second Continental Congress (May 1775)  
Declaration of Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms (1775) 
Olive Branch Petition, John Dickinson (1775) 
 
Political Ideology/Intellectual Foundations 
 
John Locke, Two Treatises of Government (1690) 
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws (1748) 
Rousseau, The Social Contract (1762) 
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Question 2 Information List (continued) 
 
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776) 
Thomas Paine, Common Sense (January 1776) 
Richard Henry Lee 
Thomas Jefferson 
Declaration of Independence 
state constitutions 
Treaty of Paris (1783) 
issue of western lands 
 
Articles of Confederation (March 1781)  
 
confederation = states more power than central government 
one-chamber legislature 
one vote for each state; each state paid and sent its delegates (right of recall)  
two-thirds majority for legislation  
unanimous vote needed for amendments 
 
Articles of Confederation—Strengths: 

• make war and peace 
• sign treaties of alliance 
• establish amounts (men and money) states should provide for national purposes 
• settle disputes between states 
• establish a postal service; deal with Native Americans 
• appoint military officers for the armed forces 

 
Article of Confederation—Weaknesses: 

• no power to levy taxes 
• no power to raise troops 
• no power to regulate commerce 
• The points above were viewed as the major reasons the colonists had fought against the English 

king and as such were embodied in the Articles of Confederation. 
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Question 2 
 
Sample: 2A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay has a developed thesis that focuses on how the ideas and experiences of the revolutionary era 
influenced the principles embodied in the Articles of Confederation. It provides ample historical evidence 
and contains good analysis of the relationship between these ideas and experiences and the Articles, for 
example, revenue-producing acts, no power to tax, king’s rejection of Olive Branch Petition, lack of 
executive power, virtual representation, equal representation, Proclamation of 1763, and Northwest 
Ordinance. The essay reads well and has good organization, but the lack of a conclusion detracts from the 
effort and kept the essay from receiving the highest score.  
 
Sample: 2B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay has a clear thesis tying experience and, to a lesser extent, ideas of the revolutionary period to 
the Articles of Confederation. There is sufficient historical evidence regarding experiences, such as 
various revenue acts, but only vague reference to ideas. The analysis is adequate overall but imbalanced. 
There is an error concerning a standing army, but it does not seriously detract from the essay as a whole. 
The lack of more substantial, balanced evidence and analysis kept the essay from a higher score. 
 
Sample: 2C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay puts forward a thesis that it then fails to develop fully. It includes some historical evidence 
regarding British policies but has little analysis regarding how the Articles of Confederation were shaped 
by these prior experiences. The essay is poorly organized and badly written, and it contains numerous 
errors. 
 




