AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES
Question 4
6 points
Part (a): 1 point
One point is earned for a correct definition of policy agenda. A correct definition must include each of the
following:
•

A policy agenda is a set of issues, problems, or subjects

•

that gets the attention of/is viewed as important by

•

people involved in policymaking (e.g., government officials, government decision-makers).

Part (b): 1 point
One point is earned for a correct explanation of how the national news media engage in agenda setting.
A correct explanation must include each of the following:
•

Raise awareness, provide information, draw attention, demonstrate the importance or
consequences of the problem, or get the public’s attention.

•

Get the attention of government/policymakers.

Part (c): 1 point
One point is earned for an explanation of the primary reason the president has an advantage over
Congress in gaining media attention. A correct response must include the following:
•

An explanation that the president is one person, while Congress is composed of many members.

•

An explanation of how that fact gives the president an advantage over Congress in gaining media
attention.

Possible explanations might include:
•

The president speaks with a single voice, while Congress has many voices.

•

The president represents the nation; members of Congress represent states/districts.

•

The president is the national leader/leader of the country.

•

The president is more powerful than any single member of Congress.

•

The president has constitutional powers that Congress does not have.

Part (d): 2 points
One point is earned for each of two responses: one explaining the difference in viewing patterns of older
and younger age-groups, and one explaining the change in viewing habits from 1974 to 2002 for all agegroups:
•

Young people view less TV news than older people./Older people view more TV news than
younger people.

•

People in all age categories viewed less TV news in 2002 than they did in 1974.
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Question 4 (continued)
Part (e): 1 point
One point is earned for describing one implication for presidents in their use of the media to promote their
objectives to the public. The answer must state at least one of the following:
•

Presidents must rely on alternative media to gain the attention of the public.

•

Presidents purposely target older viewers through the use of nightly news programs.

•

The nightly news is not as effective in promoting the president’s agenda as it used to be.

A score of zero (0) is assigned to an attempted answer that earns no points.
A score of dash (—) is assigned to a blank or off-task answer.
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY
Question 4
Overview
This question was designed to evaluate several aspects of students’ performance: their ability to read a
table and apply information from a table in a meaningful way to a substantive question; their
understanding of the policy agenda and of the national media and its role in the agenda-setting process;
and their knowledge of how presidents and the Congress use the media. The question asked students
(1) to define the policy agenda; (2) to explain how the national news media engage in agenda setting; (3) to
explain the primary reason the president tends to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media
attention; (4) to describe the difference in nightly news viewing patterns of older and younger age-groups
and the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age categories; and (5) to describe
one implication for presidents in their use of the media to promote their political and policy objectives to
the American public.
Sample: 4A
Score: 5
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for defining policy agenda: “a set of important issues that the
national government intends to focus on.”
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for explaining how the national news media engage in agenda
setting: “the news media affects which issues the voters think are important, which in turn influences . . .
the government’s policy agenda.”
In part (c) the response does not include a correct primary reason or explanation why the president tends
to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media attention. The term “figurehead” is too vague to
serve as an explanation.
In part (d) the response earned 1 point for describing the difference in viewing patterns of older and
younger age-groups: “younger people (under 30) are less likely to frequently watch the nightly news than
are older people.” The response earned 1 point for describing the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing
habits that exists for all age categories: “From 1974 to 2002, the percentage of viewers that watched
frequently decreased.”
In part (e) the response earned a point for describing one implication for presidents in their use of the
media to promote their political and policy objectives to the American public: “presidents may choose to
diversify the types of media that they use to promote their agenda.”
Sample: 4B
Score: 4
In part (a) the response offers an incorrect definition of policy agenda and earned no point.
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for explaining how the national news media engage in agenda
setting: “by bringing certain issues to the forefront of people’s minds . . . that issue becomes important to
the people, so politicians are forced to move it up on their unofficial policy agenda.”
In part (c) the response does not include the correct primary reason or explanation why the president tends
to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media attention and thus earned no point.
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Question 4 (continued)
In part (d) the response earned 1 point for describing the difference in viewing patterns of older and
younger age-groups: “older age groups are a lot more in tune with the news than the younger age groups.”
The response earned 1 point for describing the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for
all age categories: “from 1974 to 2002 the viewing from all age groups has decreased.”
In part (e) the response earned 1 point for describing one implication for presidents in their use of the
media to promote their political and policy objectives to the American public: “they would want to target
the older age groups. . . . He or she knows that older age groups watch the nightly news more.”
Sample: 4C
Score: 2
In part (a) the response does not include a correct definition of policy agenda and so earned no point.
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for explaining how the national news media engage in agenda
setting: they “bring up an agenda of what . . . the American people will care about. . . . [P]eople start
demanding for it to be put on the agenda . . . and the president usually does put it on the agenda.”
In part (c) the response does not include a correct primary reason or explanation why the president tends
to have an advantage over Congress in gaining media attention and so earned no point.
In part (d) the response earned 1 point for describing the difference in viewing patterns of older and
younger age-groups: “The older you are the more likely you are to view the news nightly.” The response
does not include a description of the change from 1974 to 2002 in viewing habits that exists for all age
categories, and thus it failed to earn a point.
In part (e) the response does not include a correct implication for presidents in their use of the media to
promote their political and policy objectives to the American public, and therefore it did not earn a point.
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