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SCORE DESCRIPTION TASK COMPLETION* TOPIC DEVELOPMENT* LANGUAGE USE* 
5 

Demonstrates 
excellence 

HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
excellence in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Fully addresses and completes 
the task 

• Refers to and integrates well all 
sources into the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and thorough  
• Essay is very well organized and cohesive 
• All or almost all information is accurate 
• Synthesis of information significantly outweighs 

summary or mere citations 
• Accurate social and/or cultural references included  

• Control of a variety of structures and idioms; occasional errors may occur, 
but there is no pattern 

• Rich, precise, idiomatic vocabulary; ease of expression 
• Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is highly appropriate 

4 
Demonstrates 

command 

MID–HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
command in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Appropriately addresses and 
completes the task 

• Refers to and integrates all 
sources into the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant and well developed 
• Essay is well organized and generally cohesive 
• Information is generally accurate 
• Synthesis of information outweighs summary or mere 

citations 
• Generally accurate social and/or cultural references 

included 

• Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few 
grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary 
structures 

• Considerable breadth of vocabulary 
• Conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, 

paragraphing, and punctuation) are generally correct 
• Register is appropriate 

3 
Demonstrates 
competence 

MID 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing accomplishes 
the following: 

• Addresses and completes the 
task 

• Refers to most if not all of the 
sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is relevant 
• Essay is organized, with adequate cohesiveness  
• Information is generally accurate, although there may 

be some inaccuracy or lack of precision 
• Summary or mere citations of information may 

outweigh synthesis 
• Generally appropriate social and/or cultural references 

included 

• Errors may occur in a variety of structures 
• Appropriate vocabulary, but may have occasional interference from 

another language 
• May have errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is generally appropriate 

2 
 

Suggests lack of 
competence 

MID–LOW 
A writing sample that 
suggests lack of 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing can be 
described as follows: 

• Partially addresses and/or 
completes the task 

• May only refer to some but not 
all of the sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic may be somewhat irrelevant 
• Essay may be inadequately organized 
• Information may be limited or inaccurate  
• There is little synthesis of the information 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references may be 

included 

• Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; 
there may be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures 

• Limited vocabulary; frequent interference from another language may 
occur 

• Frequent errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 
sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may be present 

• Register may be inappropriate 

1 
 

Demonstrates 
lack of 

competence 

LOW 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates lack of 
competence in 
Presentational 
Writing can be 
described as follows: 

• Does not complete the task 
• Refers poorly to only one or 

two of the sources in the essay 

• Treatment of the topic is somewhat irrelevant 
• Essay may be disorganized 
• Information is very limited and mainly inaccurate 
• There may be no synthesis of information 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural references included 

• Numerous grammatical errors impede communication 
• Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference from another language 
• Pervasive errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may interfere with 
written communication 

• Minimal to no attention to register 

0 An essay that receives this score may be blank, off task, completely irrelevant to the topic, written in a language other than Spanish, a mere restatement or rewriting of the topic or information in the 
sources, or may not provide evidence of sufficient language to evaluate the writing sample.  
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Presentational Writing 
 
Note: Students’ samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.  

 
Sample: PW-AA 
Score: 5 
 
This is an example of presentational writing that merited a score in the high range. The student fully 
addresses and completes the task, discussing how climate change is going to affect the economy and life 
in Latin America and referring to and integrating all three sources into the essay. The essay is well 
organized and cohesive, and it makes transitions between ideas easily, with effective paragraphing. The 
treatment of the topic is relevant and thorough, with the student fully exploring the effects of climate 
change mentioned in the sources. Virtually all the information used from the sources is correct. The 
synthesis of information is well accomplished and woven into the body of the composition (“Pero con esta 
tendencia esos campesinos paulatinamente van a perder su espacio”), and the response uses the 
information in the sources to support the student’s conclusions.  
 
Language use exhibits control of a variety of structures and idioms (“están por degenerar,” “para que 
puedan recibir agua suficiente,” “tendrá . . . que ver con”). The student also uses rich, precise idiomatic 
vocabulary such as “destacar,” “La vida cotidiana,” “empeoración,” and “carencia.” The student’s ease of 
expression is aided by the use of transitional expressions such as “el hecho de que,” “Además,” and “Sin 
embargo.” The response shows excellent command of the conventions of the written language, such as 
spelling, accents, punctuation, and paragraphing. 
 
Sample: PW-BB 
Score: 3 
 
This is an example of a response that received a mid-range score. The student addresses and completes 
the task and refers to all sources in the essay. Treatment of the topic is relevant, although the student does 
not develop the topic. The essay is organized and adequately cohesive. Information is generally accurate, 
although stated with some lack of precision (“su agricultura esta muerto,” “el pueblo va a destruir”). There 
is some synthesis of the information (“el cambio climatico ha cambiado este ingrediente”), but it is 
outweighed by summary.  
 
In language use, errors occur in a variety of structures (“Para una agricultura bien,” “nadie van a ganar 
ningun dinero,” “la afecto,” “nos imagen”). The vocabulary is appropriate, but there is some interference 
from another language (“preventar,” “depende en”). There are some errors in the conventions of the written 
language such as spelling (“controllar”) and carelessness with accents (“poblacion,” “climatico”). The 
register is generally appropriate. 
 
Sample: PW-CC 
Score: 2 
 
This is an example of an essay in the low-scoring range, suggesting a lack of competence in presentational 
writing. The student only partially addresses the task and refers to all sources, but the response 
demonstrates some confusion about the material presented. Treatment of the topic is at times irrelevant, 
and commentary strays from the topic (“Estos barrios son muy peligrosos a causa de la gente de la 
proximidad”). Information is limited, and there are some inaccuracies and lack of precision (“Cuando 
mucha gente mueven a la ciudad al mismo tiempo se crean barrios para los pobres,” “hay muchos 
animales pequeños y debiles,” “estan morriendo”). There is little synthesis of information. With language 
use, frequent grammatical errors occur, even in elementary structures (“esta . . . problema,” “ha causada,”  
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Presentational Writing (continued) 
 
“el fuente,” “toda nivel,” “todo vienen,” “han empezando,” “mal salúd”). The vocabulary suffers from 
interference from English (“depende en,” “mueven”) and occasional confusion (“derrotando,” “la futura”). 
There are also errors in conventions of the written language, such as missing accents (“estan,” “dificil”). 


